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a. 
HELPS to PIETY. 
BEING | 
Remains of ſome Meditations, Expe- 
riences,and Sentences, @c.never pub- 
\ liſhed till now ; and now are as an 
addition to them which were for- 
merly made publick. | 
Together with a Sermon Entituled 
The BEAUTY of 


By RALPH VENNING, MA 
Hererofore Lefturer in Southwark, 


Prov. 24. 11, 4 word fitly ſpoken « like Apples of Gold 
in Pifhures of Silver ; 1.6. both inviting and taki 
being lovely and deſircabte , becauſe plcaſanc 
profitable. 
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AN | 
EPISTLE 
To the 


READER. 


Good Reader. 
7) OST is grown h LINP 
"2 53 WE! Faſhion, and judged 
d. SN ſo wad a Civility, to 
| = ſalute thee with an E- 
 piſtle,that to awoydthe 
7Mputation of either ſullenneſs or 
ſingularity ; that the Book may not 
be altogether unmodiſh, and out of 
 faſbion;that I may prevent thy won» 
A 2 dering 


> 


The Epiſtle. 
dering at my appearing in Print ; 
I am willing to keep up the Guſtome 
and to make an addreſs to thee. 

If thou ftrange what I mean to 
publiſh more things of this nature, Þ 
bawving Printed ſo many already,@9- 
tantum non almoſt promiſed to add 
no more, but rather thing: of another 
nature ; I will intreat thee .0 ex- 
cuſe me, if I give thee not all the 
Reaſons 1 have fer this my being 
ieemirp!y to blame. I will not re- 
peat what I have ſaid for my ſelf in 
the former Epiſiles to the Firſt and 
Second Part of my Milk & tioney ; 
nor will I only Jay, 'Tis better to 
do alittle,than juſt nothing; or that 
He who cannot do what he would, 
muſt do what he can or may : But 
this 'I will confeſs, That hawing 


been 


c__<<CcE. 


w 


| bavebeen welcome, and done ſome 
good, as may in part be evinced 


» not preſent either a Romance or .4 
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The Epiſtle. ky 
= many tines told and perſwaded 


to believe , that the former preces 


from the ſeveral Impreſſions ofthem, 
Iws willing to hope the like ſuc- 
ceſs for theſe;and the more,for that 
to moſt of the Sentences Ihawe ad- 
ded Scriptures to make them the 
more c2ar and forcible, which is an 
advantage the others bad not, LI 
conld ſay more,and other things,but. 
I think it needleſs. 

I muſt acknowledg that I do not 
make an Entertainment for, nor ds LI 
intend to treat the P rofeſſors of Gal- 
lantry and Wit ;, and therefore I do 


Play-Book , but ſome little plain 
hints and helps for them that baw 
A 3 | 


y YI” 


The Evil 


a mind to be ſeriouſly good,that boy * 
may learn ( which is difficult, R 
though not impoſſible ) to Jaw: *b 
( 
t 
| 
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ploy their thoughts and to do well, | 
and ſo acquit themſelves, not only 2 
as Profeſſors, butt as them that are | 
poſſeſt of, and live m the prattice of F 
 prety. Tis but a little Book, which |: 
' will not require much time or money 
to be ſpent about it, and may ſerve 
for more and better uſes,than « meer 
diverſion when thou haſt a little 
leaſure and a mind to be alone, 
whether at boime or abroad, if thou 
do peruſe it. If to be ſhort will 
pleaſe ther, bere's brevity ; if change 
will pleaſe, here's variety ; if pro- 
ft (.omne tulic punGum qui mil- 
cut une dulct ) will pleaſe, I dare 


ſay it ſhall be thy fault, if thou be 


not. 
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| Promiſe of publiſhing ſome Sermons 


#3 tAhAs 


j# Ble to promote Religion, that thou 
; canſt not chuſe but gain and profit 


” ( as I ſuppoſe thee to be); and 
| the rather, it being ſo adapted to 
* take the Memory, that it cannot but 
| be almoſt as grateful and pleaſing 


7. % 0 WE 
As es 


ſend thee « Token herewith, viz, one 


The Epiſtle. * 


10t the better fort : For it bath ſs 
dire& a tendency, and is ſo applica- 


by it, if thou be but conſcientious 


as a piece of Poeiry. 


As to the other part of mine half- 


or Treatiſes ; this alſo I ſhall en- 
deawour to do : For the preſent I 


Sermon of the Beauty of Holineſs, 
as a Pledge and Earneſt of my in- 
tention to make good my Promiſe, if 
God pleaſe, I ſhall ſay no more, 
but only beſeech thee to exerciſe thy 


(& 


5m. te 


ts ett 


Þ "The Epiſtle. 
| ſelf unto, yeain Godlineſs, and not 


to trifle away thy precious Time, 
and ſin away thy precious Soul. 
Tf this contribute any thing to thy Y 
Times Redemption ,or $ ay - Salva- | 
tron ( as I pray and hope that it | 
may and will ) G:ve Godthe Glo- 
ry, and pray for me, That while 1 4 
live, 1 may to the utmoſt ſerve the | 
Will of God in my Generation : | 
Which is the. great deſire of him, q 
who is a lover of all men,and would |. 
be glad. as he hath opportunity, to © | 
do good to all, but eſpecially to the | 
Houſhold of Faith, as the Exhbor- | 
tation is, Gal 6. 1o- ' 
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THINGS | 


| THING $ 
| Worth thinking oa ; 


O R, 


aeLes to PIETY. 


Oly things are too good, 
and (inful things are too 
. bad, to be laught at : for 
f all that's holy requires 
 Reverence, and all.fin ( if it beour 

own ) calls for our Kepentance 3 and 
* if but other mens, it Calls for our Sor-, 
| row, P/al. 119. 126. Phil. 3. 18, 19. 

So that we mult nut play with ſacred, 
hor ſport with ſinful things, Eph. 5, + 


| 3, 4+ 
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\ Ws... bings worth thinking on: 


2 'Tis a poor thing, and twill af- 
ford but cold comfort, to have Relig! 
on enough to ſave, and (it may be)' 
to advance our Credits 3 yet not 
enough to ſave our Souls : to have a 
naine to live, and yet be dead, Rev, 

© 

3 The true Religion will never; 
ſave that man who 1s not true, but'} 
falſe, whether in or to that Religion. 

"Tis not enough to be Orthodox, it 
we be not honeſt 5 nor to hold the! 
Truth,if we hold it in unrighteouſneſs, 
Hypocriſie or Apoſtacy will ruine Pro- 
teſtants, as Infidelity doth ruine Twrks, | 
Rome. 1.18, Heb. 10. 38, 39. 1 

4 Alaſs'! How prone are ſome to * 
think of, and wiſh to do that evill, \ 


' Which they darenot, and (it may be) 


cannot do : fo that theyare ſi ſinners in « 


heart and affection, though not in at” 
and converſation, Math. yy. 28. 

5 Wholoever loves and makes or} 
tells a lye,witneſlcth this tobe a truth, [ 
vi2,that he fears not God, but is afraid}: 


of man, Kev, 21, 8, with $3. #$; 3 
6 Rea 
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ll at-F 6 Reaſon cannot ſhew it ſelf more 
-ligi{Sraſonable, than to leave reaſoning a+ 
7 be) You matters which are above Realon, 
not"Row. 9.19, 20, and Wiſd. 12. 12. 
ve 4} 7 He that lets the Sun. go down 
pon his wrath,and goes angry to bed, 
like to have the Devil for tys bed- 
ever $eflow, Eph. 4. 26, 27. 
but' 8 Tronbles in the fleſh ( though 
100. fanCtified) are troubles, Heb, 12.11. 
x, It tven ſweet Bryar and holy Thiſtle 
the; have their Prickles. 
1els,”} 5g Profperity was one of the bleſ- 
Pro- 'B s of the Old Teſtament, and Afs 
rks, Fidion 1s one of the bleſſings of the 
New, Mark 10. 30. 


e tO. 10 They who ſerve God as Gog ; 


vill, would not be ſerved, and glorifie him 
be) as God,may and will be rewarded 
s 18 _aasthey wauld not be rewarded, Komt. 
at 31, 21, 24. Iſa. 29. 13, 14 

' 11 A meek and quiet behaviour 
or, *may commend us in the fight of men, 
th, but a meek and quiet ſpirit will com- 
aid } mend us in the tight of God, 1 Pee. 
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$ - T hings worth thinking on : 


12 As we ſhould wiſh men, and ex 
hort them to be more moral than they 
are, ſo we ſhould wiſh that they were] 
and endeavourthat they may be more” 
than morab: for though a moral man 4 
may ſeem too good to go to Hell, yet: 
if not godly ( which 1s by being i in 4 
Chriſt Jeſus ) - he will not be found; 
good enough to go to Heaven, AG 
26. 28,59. Mark 10. 21. and 12. 3,4 

13 A Chriſtian ſhould net be ſet 
cure, when he is fate, nor afraid when}. 
he 13 in danger : ; but diſtruſt himſelf,” 
and truſt in God alwayes, Prov. 3. 5,6. io: 

14 Though a tnan may be hated, 7 
wronged, plundered and perſecuted, t 
yet he is never undone; if he be not! 
dawned, Math. 10. 28, 

45 Tis worſe for a manto be like 
a Beaſt, than if he-had been a Beaſt, 
( 2s to be laſcrvious like a Goat, than: \ 
to be a Goat) tor what's natural and” 
innocent in the Bealt, 1s ſinful 3n they! 
Mun :' Oh, bat how much worle i 13194 4 
when Man is worle than @ Beaſt! Iſa. 4 


Bo 3» 
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Or, Helps to Piety, 5s 


| Ex 15 Of all Fools, a Fool in honour 
theyooks moſt unlike a man, for he is hike 
ere,Fhe Beaſt that periſheth, Pſal. 49. 20. 
ore 5 k7. An open hand 1s the Emblem 
man_Þnd- Argument of a ſoft and tender 
yet. heart, as a ſhut or cloſe-fiſted hand is 
? in the Emblem andArgument of an hard, 
und. F- e. an uncharitable and covetous 
Aq,neart, Dent. 15.7. 
> 18 They are the foreſt puniſhments, 
| ſe..that are made of ſins, as an hardned 
beagpeart, which is the puniſhment of an 
elf, hard heart, as 'twas in Pharaoh : and 
5,6, being given up, which is the puniſh- 
-d , ment of them who give themſelves up 
ed, to lin, Rom. I. 24, 26, 23, Eph. 4+ 
not! 18, 19. | 
19 The hearts of men are ſo out of 
ike frame,that mending will not ſerve the 
aſt, {turn 3 they muſt be new made, or they 
nan Will never be good, Ezek. 36. 26. 
nd 20 The fins of thoſe who are ours, 
the. may quickly be our fins; for where 
jc, Ethe Relation is nearer, the Contagion 
ſa. 315 quicker, and the Infection ſtronger. 
\- ZAs Det 13, 6. Exod. 34. 15,16, _ 
* ae B 3 21 To 
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& Things worth thinking on c 


21 To meet with that evil we lookt; 
not for, will be as troubleſome, as toi 
miſs that good we did look for : tor© 
go to Hell, which few men, as not to? 
20 to Heaven, which moſt men think: 4 
they ſhall, Jer. 14. 19. Math. 24.50, 2 

22 No man errs more than he that. 
ſaith he cannot erre 3 as no man lyes, 1 
more,than he that ſaith he never lyed, > 
If we ſay we have nolin, we deceive}: 
( and yet confute ) our ſelves, for we! 
ſin in ſaying ſo, 1 Jobx 1.8. and doj-. 
not only lye our ſelves, but make God}. ' 
a Lyar, who is the Truth, and cannot 
lye, 1 Jehn 1. 10. So that they who/- 
pretend to infallibility and perfeCtion,|. 
are (innot being ſo) a contradiction}- 
to God and themſelves. , 

23 They ſhould hearthe prayers off 
the poor, who would have God hea 
theirs, Pſal. 41. 1, 2. And as rheyſ 
ould give toothers, who would have 
God give to them 3 ſo they ſhowld for} 
piveothers, asthey would God ſhoulc 
forgive them, Math. 18. 21, --- 25. 
Math. 6.14, 15, 
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Or, Helps to Piety, 7 


24 Dead Trading on Earth calls 
Zon men to Trade for life in Heaven; 
: to, and of all Trades or Merchandiſe, none 
't to. Jike that of godlineſs, if well followed, 
Nink. for 'tis not only great gain at preſent, 
.50, /but for Eternity, 1 Tim. 4. 7,0. 8& 6.6. 
that 25 They who act againſttheir light 
lyes . and Conſcience, are like to loſe their 
1ed, Light, and make ſhipwrack of their 
-ivel. Conſcience, 1 Tim. 1,19. and Rom. I. 
we. 21, John 9. 39+ be 

do. 25 Tisbeſt to depend on him, who 
- 1s abſolutely independent, z. e. God, 
* 1 Tim. 6.17, 

vho.. 27 None but holy ones {ball ſee the 
on... Holy One; ſo God is called, and with- 
: mnt. 0Ht holineſs none ſhall ſee God, Heb, 
v I 2» I'4. : 

23 An hypocrite is one of the worſt 


wa of ſinners, and will have one of the 
ey Worlt of puniſhments, Fained ſanQi- 
vel £Y 15 double iniquity; and he like the 
or firit-born and Eldeft Son of the Devil 
114 Wi have ( asit ſeems) a double por- 


pL ; tion in Hell, Mat.24.51. not only Hell, 
5 but the Damnation of Hell, Afat. 23. 
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8 Things worth thinking on : 


29 Be not envious; for 'tis net on-FFC 
ly one of the worſt Diſeaſes of the? 2 
Eye, an evil eye, but 'tisto be like the?” t 
Devil,who is the evil one, and the en-\* 
vious one : So that thou wilt be al-:; * 
wayes troubled with ſore eyes, even ®: | 
withthe fore and torment of the De-| 
vil; and with ſuch eyes thou canſt __ | 
ver look upon God, nor look up to® 
Cod, Pſal. 37. Pſal. 73. 

30 Solitarineſs ( and living alone © 
out of ſociety) Is a ſly enemy, for it | 
moſt ſeparates a man, not only from re- & 
ceiving, but doing good, which 1s one 
* of the great ends of a mans coming in- | 
tothe World, Eccl. 4. 9,---12. Pelide, 
the mind of man beſt knows its good 
or evil by practiſe ; Speculation is leaſt 
acquainted with it : and avoyding of 
company doth but make the paſſions 
more violent, when they meet with 
fit Subjects. ; 

30. A mans happineſs or miſcry is | 
not ſo much from his condition as from » 
his mind. Some men have a Fortune % 
ſufficient togive content, but are not 

cun- 
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Or, Helps to Piety. 9 
 on-ZFcontent with a ſufficient fortune, Fob 
the7 29. 22. Fecleſ.5.10, and there are 0- 
the 4 thers, who though they have but little, 
en-- yet want nothing , having learned in 
 al-* all eſtates to be content , Luke 22. 35. 
ven Phil. 4.11. 

De-| 231 All is but Lip-wiſdome that 
ne-! wants experience , and 'i1s but Know- 
to © ledge falſly fo called: What is't to 

have religion in our books or heads, or 
»ne © tongues, ifnot in our hearts # 'tis no- 
r it thing but a form of Knowledge, Rom. 
re-\ 2-20, which reacheth no farther than 
ne a forme of godlineſs : The excellency 
in- Of the knowledge of Chrilt, is to know 
Je, him in union, communton, andCon- 
od formity, 7hil. 3. 8, 9, 10. | 
aſt 322 The God of Nature never 
of 4 teacheth unnaturalneſs 3; nor doth the 
ns F God of Order teach cr allow confu- 
th |, ſion, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 

” 33 Aſtrological predictions are et1- 
is | thervainor infallible ; if that,they are 
m |} not'to be reſpected; it this, they are 
1e | not tobe prevented ; and therefore on 
}t © both accounts are not to be heeded. 
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Wiſdome and Vertue are the belt Pro-? 
phets to be conſulted and followed, ® 
Iſa. 8. 19, 20. Iſa. 45. 13, 14, 15. 
Eccleſ. 11. 4. 4 
34 We are bcholden to God , not ' 
only for ſupplying our wants , but for 
chaſtiling vur wantonneſs, Pſal.89.31, ._ 
32. His rod is the rod of the Covenaat, 
Exch. 20. 37. and his rebukes are from 
his love , Kev. 3. 19. tis in very faith- 
fulneſs that ke doth afflict us, Pſal. * 
119.75. and we may therefore take |” 
evil at his hand as well as good, Job 2. | 
Io. and bleſs him for taking as well as , 
giving, as Job 1, 21. and {ay with Da- | 
vid '#is good to be attlicted , Pſal.119. 
71, for it comes trom a good root, his 
love ; and the fruit is gvod too, ſee- 
ing it is for the taking away of in, 
iſa. 27. 9. and to make us partakers : 
of his holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. So that 
however ſeverely God ſeem to deal * 
withus , we have cauſcto thank him, | 
1 Theſ. 5. 18. . 
35 With contentment no eſtate , | 
without it any eſtate is miſerable, Phil. 
4- It. Eccleſ, 5. 12. 56 Woes 


Pro- 


not 
for 


Z 235 Woes make the ſhorteſt time 
= = ſeem long; and joys make the longeſt 
15,8 


'- beGods ſervants, than 'tis that a great 


. whom they had converted, than j 


' Or ,, Helps to Piety. 0T 


time ſeem ſhort : oh, Eternity, Eterni- 
ty is that which makes woes woes, 
and joys joys indeed |! Afat. 25.46. 

37 'Tis greater honour for any to 


many,and many great men are at their 
ſervice. When David would have 
built the Temple, faith God to the 
Prophet , Go tell wy ſervant David, 
2 Sam. 7.5. but when Devid had fin- 
ned in the matter of Uriah , 'tis only 
ſaid , the Lord ſent Nathan nnto David, 
2 Sam, 12. 1. the Title of honour wy 
ſervant is left out. Our honour dies 
when we liye in and unto fin : God 
will not honour them with the Name 
of his ſervants, who diſhonour him by 
ſerving their own luſts, Roms. 6. 16, 
.. 20, 

38 'Tis clear and evident, that it 
coſt the Apoltles as much (if not more) 
pains to preſerve them in the truth, 


did to convert them at firſt ; as by 
thei 


12 Things worth thinking os on : 


— 


their Epittles | is apparent : and it is in! 
It ſelf as great an inſtance of the ® 
power of God , Pſal. 110. 3. compa- i 
red with 1 Pet. 1.5. As wicked men * 
need converſion, 19 converted ones  , 
need ſtrengthening, Lake 22.32. and tov 
be exhorted not to be high minded, but 
to fear, Rom.1 1.20, w_ totake heed | 
leaſt they fall, 1 Cor. 12, | 

39 Twas 'Sauls ſad complaint , 

1 Sam. 28.15. I am ſorely diſtreſſed, 
for the Philiſtines make. war againſt 
me , and God is departed from me : $0 
doletully (and more) will ſinners one 
day cry out , ſickneſs, ſin, death and 
devils are upon me , and God hath 
forſaken me , and I know not what to 
do. Oh forſake not God by inning, 
leaſt God forſake you for inning a- 
gainſt him, and his wrath come upon 
you, Fph.5. 6. 

40 When God ſaw all that he had 
done to be very good , he entred into | 
reſt, Gem. 2. 2. ſo when we can ſee | 
what we- have done to be 200d and 
well done, we may enter into the _ 
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Or, Helps to Prety. 13 


S1n EF: of a good Conſcience here wi Cor. I.; 
the * 12. and ſhall enter into the Reſt, the 
pa- | * Sabbatiſme of glory hereafter , Heb. 


- 


Xn * 4.9, 10. Let us labour therefore to 
nes ; enter into that reſt , and labour {o,that 


to 
ut 


ed 


% aa E 


reſt may be the end of our labour, 
Heb, 4. 11. Rev. 14. 13. | 

41 Next tv impenitency take heed. 
of late repentance : for though true 
repentance is never too Jate , yet late 
repentance is fſeldome true 3 and if 
true (as It may be) yet it muſt needs 
be very uncomfortable , becauſe a 
man hath ſin'd as long as he could, and 
cannot live longer to give proof of his 
repentance , Prov. 27, 1. : 

42 Some mens repentance 1s very 
near as crazed and faulty, as their fin 5 
they repent of {in but finfully - for 
their very repentance needs repenting 
of , 2s 1>simplied, 2 Cor. 7.10. ſeciog 
it flows, but from a worldly ſorrow: 
they would make us believe they feel 
great remorſe , and are inwardly much 
diſpleaſed with (in, but as to amend- 
ment they ſhew us none. -As for that 

F Repent- 


"SB 
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"= Things worth thinking 0 


Repentanceof old age, it's for the 
moſt part but accidental, for they leave 
not {in , but (in leaves them : and a 
5: xd Repentance is(too often)like 
''- man, #. ce. ſickly : and the reco- 
ery of the man to life, hath many 
times proved his Repentance dead,be- 
eauſe he hath not walkt in newneſs of 


fe , but returncd likethe dog to his . 


vomit, &c. 2TPet. 2. 32. 
43 If the form of Godlineſs with- 
our the power cannot go to heaven , 


ſurely the power of ungodlineſs mult ©; 


needs go to hell, 2 Tim. 3. 5, Rom, 
1. 18. 

44 Therc ts but one way to heaven, 
Job. 14.6. As 4. 12. but there are 


many ways to hell, as many as there * 


are (ins; and 'tis all one to the Devil, 
ſo we goto hell , whether we go in 
the common road of Profanenefs , or 
in the {ſcemingly) pleaſant walks of 


hypocrilic , Matth.24.51. with Lake | | 


12. 46. 


- 45 He that would have his afflic#i- | 


en ihort , or hayeecaſe nnder it, ſhould 


quickly 
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Or, Helps to Prety. 15 
mickly and quietly -{ubmit to God ; 


"For when we ſubſcribe to his wiſdom 
"2nd ſubmit to his will , 'tis asif , and 
"as much, and better than if we had 
ghad our own wills, Pſal. 39.9. 


} 46 Self-penance is will-worſhip,and 
meer FEpricnariſme, where pain 1s plea- 
Jant ; for as long as people impoſe it 


.*on themſelves, they do not deny their 


own will, but ſullfil it , and while they 
*beat down the body , they do but 


ipuffe up the fleſh, Col. 2. 29,-- 53. 


47 A ſeared contcicrce , at bard- 
ned heart , a being given up, is a kind 
of fore-runner anu earnctt Gt , yea 48 


+it were a ſealing up of zen to damna- 


tion; for whereas the damned are in 


** hell, hell is in theſe - and wopld a 


think madneſs or the dead Paltie tobe 
belt, becauſe ſuci: mon feel nothing, 
having 1-it tlicir ientes by their di- 
ſeaſe , which is a greater puniiſhment 
than any other, 1t being that,of loſs, 


| Rope. 1. 28, Eph. 4. 18, 19.: 2 They, 
| 2, 11,12. 1T38:; 4.1, 2. 


43 There 


"_—" 
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43 There is a neceſſity of diſpre 
portion and diſparity between me 
and men; for were all perſons equal 
the world could nct conliſt 3 Superie®? 
rity and Inferiority are the” Pillan$ 
thereof; and therefore, we are ſo ofter. F 
called upon to obey them that are ove! 
us , and that not for wrath ſake, but T' 
for conſcience, Rom. 13.5, b 

45 Man ſeems to be one of the + 
weakeſt parts of the Creation , for” 
there's ſcarcely acreature, by which C 
he hath nut been conquered : A fliefh 
the kernel of a grape, &c. hath over- t: 
come Conquerours : Mice, Lice, ec. t 
were too hard forthe Agyptians. We h 
need therefore pray as David, Pſal. F 
39. 4. and with A/oſes, Pſal. go. 12. 
and to think of what is ſaid James 4. 
14. forthough we know that there 15 
but one way of coming into theworld, 
yet none knows how'many wavs there 
are of going out, | 

5o *'I1s a known Maxime, that 4: 
Neeative makes nothing known 5 for © 
we know things by diſcovering not 7 
what! 
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prov hat they are not, but what they are : 
etand therefore to give only negative 
jualFCharatters of Chriltians , is not to de- 
ris” Icribe them, nor can they only make 
{in $hbem known to themſelves or others : 
fter Hence throughout the Scripture, the 
ove. Negative and the Affirmative are for 
but the moſt part joyn'd together, Kom. 
2. 2. 1 Pet. b. 34, 15, Epb. 4.17; 
the »-- 25. | 

for”. 51 God in Scripture compares his 
aich Church to an Eſpoxſed Wife , and 
flief himſelt tro an Husband, yea to a Jea- 
rer- dons Husband ; how careful then muſt 
3c, thcy be, who are married to fuch an 
We husband , to abſtainnot only from all 
fal. —_— » but from all ſuſpicion of 

12, tin! 2Cor. 15. 2,3. 
4. $52 There 1s a natural ovet-charita- 
eis ble affetion in moſt men to their own 
Id, ways, Prov. 16. 2. and 21: 2. and 
ere (which yet ſeems ſtrange) rhe worſe 
they are. themore men are inclin'd to 
et 4 Favour them ; but the reaſon is , be- 
for Fauſc 1he worſe they are, the more they 
not Fre their own : tor mens lins are nor 5 
hats C nuc't 


\ 
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much from the Devil as from them-# 
ſelves, and though he may tempt, 
yet 'tis they that fin , James I. 14, 

53 He that by Grace is as good as: 
the beſt, was by Nature as bad as the | 
worlt , Eph. b. 2 | 

54 Before the coming of Chrilt,the 
Father truſted the Son, that he would 
make ſe atisfation : 5 and ſince the com- 
ing oft Chriſt , he truſts the Father, 
that he ſhall have ſatisfa@ion , in lee- 
ing the travel of his ſoul lafely deli- 
verd, Iſa. 53.11. " 

55 'A Woman may ſooner be deli- 
ver d of a Child with eaſc, and ina 
dream , than a man may repent with- 
out ſorrow , 2 Cor. 7. 10, I1. 

55 In knowledge men < ſome men) 
arc ſometimes ſaid to be like Angels, 
but ne man is like God but in holineſs; 
ſo that holineſs 3s a greater perfe@ion 
than knowledge ; and for any to ſay, 
Cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe 
from before us, as Iſa. 320. IO,LI. is2. : 
Janguage very unkecoming men); for 
'Us like that of Devils, Lake 4. 34. Let: 


PIs 


i 
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oe ws alone; art thou come to deſtroy ns ? 

P3, A what have we to do with thee, thou 
? Holy One & | 

"| 57 The Humane Nature of Chriſt 

! aſcends as high as the Divine Nature 

deſcended, that is, to the utmoſt poſ- 


- 4 ſiebrlity : God could ſtep no lowerthan 

wy [5 become Man , nor Man riſe higher 

” than to be one with God, John 1.14. 
3 


; Fph. 4.0. 

oy $583 A Chriſtian ſhould think he 
ea ſaves, yea,pains much by Chriſt, if he 
. © ſave his ſoul , whatever loſlcs he ſuf- 


elt- fer for Chriſt , Heb. 10. 34. 
wr 59 They may have what they will 


of God , who will have but what they 
may, 1 John5. 14. and theythat will 


= have more , are unreaſonable. 

ec c: 60 Love 1s the bond of peace, Eph. 
- ” 4.3. for by it the members of the bo- 
1. dy of Chriſt are united one toanocher, 


#s by faith they are united to the head, 

aſe - Col. 2. 19. 

— 61 Jef Chriſt ſuffer'd without any 

2 demerit of his , that we might be hap- 

EI py by his merit 3 he died, not deſery- 
= C 2 Ing 
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ing it, that we might live, though ® 
we do not deſerve to live, but to dic, 
1 Pet. 3. 18. 7 
62'Tis one thingto beangry, another 
to hate 3 he that hates1s angry, but he 
that's angry doth not always hate. 
Gods often angry with his people, but 
doth never hate them; and many men 
are angry with their ſins , but donot 
hate them, whereas againſt ſin we 
ſhould expreſs, not only anger,but ha- 
tred too , Fph. 4.26, Prov. 16. 6. 
with 8, 13. | 

63 Selj-denial 1s lawful , and the 
only utlowable Self- murther, yea 'tis 
commanded, Matth. 16. 24. 

64 Many people tear fin, who do 
not hate it, as ſome do 4 Lion ; Wick- 
ed men may fear it , becauſe "twill 
thawe them and damn them ; but 
good men fear it , becauſe 'twill dif 
honuur God , and defile them. The 
burnt-child dreads the fire ,, becauſe 
'twill burn, others the very coal, be- 
caule *twill blackrthein , Gen. 39. 9. 3 
Matth. 15. 19, 19, 2C, | 


# av 4 


65 la 
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gh 7 65 In allages,God either prelerved 
lic, ©” his people from, or ſupported them 
"wander, or delivered them ont of tem- 
her  ptations and afflictions, 2 Pet. 2. 9. 
he 66 When any perſon goes to hear a 
te, Sermon , 'tis much ( whoever he be) 
but if he learnnot ſomething he knew not 
1en | before ; #r have ſomething calledto 
not remembrance,which he had torgotteng 
we orbe put in mind of ſomething which 
ha- he had not pradtis'd , at leaſt not ſo 
. 6, fully and well as he ought ; or be not 
confirm'd in what he hath believed . 
the © Phil. 3.1. 2Pet.1.12. 2 Tim. 3. 6, 
'tis 17, Matth. 13. 52. | | 
67 There is a great difference be- 
do tween the Children of the Kingdome, 
ck- and the Children of the King : the 
vill Childrenof the Kizgdome may be caſt 
but out, Matth.8. 12. but nor the Chil- 
lik drenof the King , John 6.37, -- 40 
"he 68 They who eſcape clean-hearted 
uſe and untainted , clearhanded and un- 
be- corrupted from managing the things 
. 9. 3 of this World, eſcape by ſome won- 
2 der; the-moſt affected withit, are 
lag C3 molt 


_— 
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moſt infected by it, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 


IO. | 
69 This world is, and all the enjoy- K 
ments of it are mixed, and at the beſt 3 
are but bitter-ſweets : upallayed fatiſ- © F 
faQions arc joys too heavenlyto fall 
to any mans ſhare on Farth. Crowns 
are not without their cages, P/ſal. 16, 1! 
11. ” 
70 Weare much too blame that we _* 
do not truſt God with our ſelves; but 
pretend to relie more on our own Cons |" 
duct, than belongs to us + therefore | " 
doour deſires ſo oftex miſcarry, and 
our intents ſo ſeldome attainthe wiſht- 
efteCts. God is angry at our aſcripti- 
ons to humane Wildom, and crofleth 
us often , that we may Jearn to ſee, 
at what coſt we truſt our ſelves and 
neglect him, Pſal. 52.7. and 20.7. 
71 One may wonder that ſo many 
reputed wiſe men (as Achitopbel, &c.) 
ſhould play the fool ſo much as they 
do; but, one cannot expect that Wine © 
ſhould be drawn out of pots full of © 
nothing but water , wwl-ſs is be by mi- | 
rac | 


-- 
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acle ; no more , may it be expected, 
#®that men ſhould act aviſely, till they 
y- fear God , for that is the beginning of 
eſt ©wiſdome , as the wiſeſt of men tells us, 

iſ- © Prev. 1.7. 
all 72 One would be loth to call men 
ns _ Fools, for 'tis a diſtaſting and diſplea- 
s ling word; yet as he ſaid of the men 
of Athens , Though I will not call 
ve them fools, I will ſay,they do the ſame 
at things that fools do: and trulyif wiſe 
n- | men will wear foels-coats , they can- 
re | not thinkit ſtrange if they betaken for, 
d and called fools. All fin is folly , and 
t- they that wear that livery, whoſe 
j- _ Pride compaſſeth them about. as a 
th chain, and violence covereth them as 
e, a garment, Pſal. 73. 6. will be lookt 
id + ON with anevil eye and called fooliſh, 
. _ though they proſper, v. 3. And he 
y that would not have us lay tho foot, 
.) _ without a cauſe, will allow it to be 
- faid when there is cauſe, Luke 12. 20, 

KF 21. 

of } 73 Thoſe whoproſper for awhile 
j- | (as Turk and Pope) without Gods 
6 | C 4 coun- 


—— 


—— 
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counlcl and direction , they are but 
rods of his anger, and inſtruments « 
his indignation, and ſhall proſper zo 
longer than they are In their.Executi-F 
oners Ofhce , 1/4. 10. 12. and 24. 25. 

Yea, as Proſperity is Gods bleſting on mn 
the good, 'tis his curſe on the wick- 
ed, Prov. 1- 32, 33+ A 

74 Sickneſs, and beating down the 'n 
body, may weaken the atts , but not | 
deſtroy the luſts of the fleſhz they way  C 
make unable but not unwilling to ſin : 
This 15 done only by the Spirit , Kom..- 
8.13. If ye live after the fleſh , ye ſhall x 
die ; but if ye through the Spirit , do * 
mortifie the deeds of the body, yeſhall | 
live. And Gal. 4. 24» 25- They that - 1 
arc C briſts have cruci fied phe fleſh, with -* 
Its affcdions andluſis : andif we live 
in the Sprrit , let ws walk, in the Spi- 
rit. 

74 As in good men,though the out- , 
ward man periſh, tlie inward man may 
be renued day by day, 2Cor. g, 16. 
So mm bad men, the luſts of the old % 
man may be ſtrong, when the man 1s * 
old þ 


Or, Helps to Piety. 25 


pId and weak. Concupiſcentia non ſe- 


Freſcit ; Luſt grows not decrepit and 


#Feeble, when the mandoth, 1 Kings 


at-1I, 4. 
25. * 76 Some perſens make ſo bold with 
un mone as with God , for whom we 
cK- Ahould have the greateſt reverence : 
and they who dare not -take a mans 
the name in vain , nor give him the lie , 
not yet dare to blaſpheme the Name of 
ray God, and make him a Liar, Luke 22. 
n :' 165. 1 John 1.10. 
wm. 77 Wickedneſs may well be com- 
al "pared to a bottomleſs pit , into which 
do tis more ealie to keep ones ſelf from 
al | falling , than being fallen, to give ones 
at - (elf any ſtay from falling intinitely : 
th - Take heed then of the firſt motions 
ve and beginnings of evil , for then lin is 
#- weakeſt, and we are ftrongeſt 3 but if 
we give way to and gratihe it , fin 
t- , grow$supon us; that gets and we loſe 
ay ſtrength , Prov. 23. 27. and 3. 18,19. 
6.) and7.25, 26, 27. andg. 10, and 5.3, 
Id 7 --- +4. Eph. 4- 19. Therefore 'tis ſajd 


tous, Enter wat into the way of the 


; wietked, 


/ 
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wicked, no not enter, not put a foot 
forward , Prov.4.14, much leſs go; 
but as v.15, 1, Avoid it 3 2. Paſs not 
byitz 3. Turn fromit; 4, And Paſs 
away. Wecannot ſland at too great a 
diſt ance from ſin , Pal. ys | 

78 All Love , but our Love of F 
God , is beſt when ( /ke other Ki- 7; 
vers) it, keeps within compaſs 3 but 7, 
that is heſt when (/ike Nils) it over- |; 
flows: Mediocrity, which in all other 3 
Love 1s an excellency , 15 as to the l 


3 


Love of God an imperſeFion. Wet, 
may be too prodigal to creatures, and f*; 
give them too much , which we can- |: 
not to God : Leſsthan all is too little; '; 
more thanall , were not too much, if © 
twere but poilible, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 
31. Math. 22, 37. 

79 He that will learn of none but 
of himſelf , will have buta fool to his |; 
Maſter , Prov. 1.7. and 3.5. and 26. © 
12. ; 

80 We have at anytime (in enough F 


k- 
t 


to merit Gods wrath, Pſal. 130. 3. but Þ 
we nzver have goodneſs enough to 
merit þ 


— pa, 


Or , Helps to Picty. 27 


Foot Mnerit his favour; being at the belt 
80;Meſs than the leaſt of mercies , and 
not Weholden to him for what we do and 
als Five as for what we receive, 1 Chroz. 
tf a $29. 14. 
: 8; The Grace of God is free, and 
of ' Freely beſtowed upon us , without any 
Ki- "merit or motive in us. A weriting 
ut "Creature (much more a (inner) 3s a con- 
CI- "tradiGion in adjedto , as the Schools 
her 'ſpeak. Doing all our duty (which is 
"NC but payment of what we owe, and is 
© due debt to God) is fo far from merit- 
va "ing , that it leaves us under the Name 
an- '* of anproſitable , and God is not obli- 
© '3ged tothank usfor't, as the infallible 
If "truth tells, Lake 17, 9,10. much fur- 
30, ther off are we then trom meriting, 
unleſs it be the name of more unpro- 
ut  fitable, yea of idle and wicked fer- 
Ws '. ants, feeing (having ſinned) we have 
6. Fallen ſhort of our duty and Gods 
= glory , Roms, 3. 23, And as for mo- 
zh Þ tives, there were none in us, unleſs 
ut we will ſpeak fooliſbly in wit, and ſay, 
to Þ thexwant of motives was one, Pext. 7. 
i if 7;8. Ezek. 36. 32. 32 'Tis 
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82 'Tis anotable Declamation,ant 
a true one, which is made ( ſume 
where) againſt Luſt in theſe ſ1gnificant 
terms. Luſt is the Bewitcher of Wit, 
the Rebel to Reaſon, the Betrayer 0 
Reſolution , the Defiler of T houghts$ 
the Vnderminer of Magnenimity , the 
Flatterer of Vice , the Slave to Weak-! 
neſs, the InſeFion of Youth , theÞ 
Madneſs of Age, the Curſe of Life," 
and(in the conclufion ) the Reproath off 
Death - Therefore read , 1 Pef. 2.11. 
and Titus 2. 11, 12. 

83 God hath made it our Juty toll ' 
be happy 3 for we cannot pleaſe him, 
if we be not pleas'd'our felves : Hem 
takes no pleaſure in that duty, wherein ©] 
we take none. Yea, he hith made the;-; 
means of our happineſs a part of it, 
viz. his Service , Pal. 19.11. 1 John, 
5. 3. Pſal. 40. 8. 1 

84 *Iis a common infirmity in moſt ys: 
(and in ſome it may deſerve a worſeſ 
Name) that they are more aſham'd to® 
repent, thanto offend , Joſ. 7.19. © 


"Fo 
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385 Some Attributes of God are 
ach as proceed from his Nature 3 as 
olineſs, Juſtice, Faithfulneſs, &c. 


Vit Wome, which though in his Nature, yet 
er of@roceed from his Will, as Grace,which 
rhtsefers to Unworthineſs 3 Mercy , 

the which refers to Miſery 3 Forgiving, 
eak-Wvhich refers to Offence : of them it 

theanay be ſaid, he cannot but be viz. 
ife," oly, Juſt, &c, but of theſe 5 that he 
h offgmay chuſe whether he will, 2s. be 


racious, Mercitul, pardoning, or notz 
nd he is ſo but to whom he will - for 
y toifthough he be infinitely rich iathele, 
im, Fet they might have for ever remain'd 
He an lim, without any determination of 
rein his Will to ſave any man, But oh what 
the, Kindneſs 1s this to man , that both his 
it, Nature and his Will are declared to 
ohx was | ſo that he is not only Gracious, 
*&c. accordingto his Name, Exod.34. 
oſt 6, 7. but Faithful and Jult to forgive 
"ſe and juſtific them that confeſs their (in 
| toZand believe in Jeſus , 1 Jobn 1.9. 

3 Rom. 3.26. 

| 

me 8&5 Some 
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86 Some of the Attributes of Got 
are incommunicable to the Creature 
a Creature cannot be Infinite, Eterna 
Abſolute, and independently Perfet WF 
&-c. but others are communicable, yell” 
communicated in meaſure : yet theſ: 
are ſo little poſleſt and expreſt by 
Creatures, that the Scripture make; 
them peculiarly God's : for 'tis not ons 
ly ſaid,there 1s no God beſide him, b 
that there is 0ze good but God, 
Matth. 19.27. That he is the only Po- 
tentate, 1-Tim. 6. 15, that he 15 
only wiſe , 1 Eim. 1. 17, and that heſ 
only hath immortality, 4 Time. 6, 16, So} 
that Creatures have great reaſon to be 


thankful for, but none to be proud? | 
4 


of. whatever Excellency God hath im-% 
partcd ty them, Jer. 9. 24. 1 Cor, 1.3 
JO, 37. 
87 If God lookt over his every-| 
Days Work, and werenot contented 
rill He ſaw that it was very good; 
much more ſhould we look over ours, 
and not be pleas'd , unleſs we can ſee 


all -yery good : for God ſees and 
knows 
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Go$#cnows not only his own , : but our 
are{vorks. Tis laid to every of the An- 
enalfgcls of the Seven Churches, 7 know 
hy Works; and many times over 'tis 
aid , be will render to every man ac- 
ording to his works, Pſal. 62. 12. 
Swith 10, or 11. places tothe ſame pur- 
«poſe in the Margine there ; not that 
ve are juſtified by works, for that's by 
faith ,, Rome. 3. 28. but to ſhew, that 
faith without works is dead, and that 
'Echere is as great need of works to ju- 
ſtifie our faith , as there 1s of faith to 

juſtife our perſons, Jexes 2. 17. to 
« 26 


38 Sin being the greateſt evil, and 


__ Holineſs the greateſt profit (it being 


: mm. God: glory, Exod. 15.11.) we may 
© very willingly part with that good,the 
* 'Eraking away whereof ſhall take ſina- 

,K way with it, 1/2. 27. 9. and very 
teg x cheerfully undergo any evil , the de- 
id : © fign and end of God init, being for 
our profit , to make us partakers of 
his holineſs, Heb. 12. 1c. 


Ws &9 Sin 
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89 Sin being the diſeaſe, and Ho- 
lineſs the health of our ſouls, and 
the chaſtenings of God being the Phi- 
fick to effe@ this cure by ; ſurely, we 
had better take the remedy , though it 
make us ſick , than keep our diſeaſe, 
which will make us die , Heb. 12. 9. 
the remedy is betterthan the diſeale, 
afflidion better than ſin, Job 36. 21. 8c 
'twere an,jll choice to chuſe fin rather 
than affliction 3 clean contrary to that 
of Moſes , which wa&one of the No- 
bleſt that ever was, who chole aſfti- 
Ctiun,and not the pleaſures of fin, Heb, 
I. 25. | 

90 Our Saviour hath reduced the | 


Ten Commandements to Two,, vis. | 
The love of God and our Neighbour J 


and 'tis great pity theſe Two Com- 1 


mands (like the Two Fables) ſhould 
be broken one againſt another! *'Tis 
to be fear'd that he who is falſe to the 
ſecond, is not true to the firſt Com- 
mand : For he that oblerves not the 
ſecond , Which is like the firſt, 1s not 
like to obferve, nay It may be, doth 

NOT 
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not at all like the firſt , x John 4. 20. 
He that is but a Pablicarx as to the le- 
cond , 1s but a Phariſee as to thefirſt 
Table: and though 'tis not good to be 
a Heathen , yet of the two, twere bet- 
ter to be a juſt Heathen , which 1s 
poſſible, 'than to be an unjuſt Chriſti- 
ax , Which (ſaving the Name ) 1s a 
Econtraciction , Rom. 2. 13. to 29. 
E/latth.11.24. 
91 Ungodly Men, yea Devils, may 
-Wpreſent themſelves before the Lord, 
J»bt. 6. but Godly Men preſent (3, e. 
make a preſent of ) themlelves unto 
, Kom, 12.1. 
* 9g2 As we could not deſerve, ſo 
. Fwe cannot requite the Lord for his 
; kindneſs tous; and indeed had God 
Wvento us, looking for any thing a- 
pain by way of recompence and requi- 
al , his mercies would have undone ns: 
or we are ſo far from being able to 
pay the utmoſt farthing, that of our 
elves (as of our ſelves) being inſuf- 
clent to think one good tiiought , 
2 Cor. 3.5, the utmolt payment we 
D could 
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could have made , would not have 


arebeholden , 


receive from him , but for what wet; 


do and give to him 5 fo then, that 
which is the effet of his love and 
grace, can never be the reward of it: 
Leſs than the leaſt of all thy merciv 
muſt be our Motto, as well as Jacobs, 
Gen. 32.10, 

93 OurTLord Jc{us Chriſt loves and 
commends , countenances and encuu- 
rages , diſcretion, ingenuity and me 
rality. {ark 10.21. and 12. 32. yet 
deals plainly,and tells them this 1s not 
enough, if the but one thing neceſſary 
be wanting : this all 1s nothing at all, 
if we have no more, A man may not 
be farſrom the Kingdome , yer neve 
thenear;z the fooliſh Virgins came to 
the very Gate, but were were with- 
out ſtil], where are dogs, Rev.22.15 
Prophane ones are afar off mdecd , ye 
Ti:bl:cans and Harlots go into 1 

K3ng 
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ingdome of God, before ſome who pre- 
ended to have a Title to it , as being 
hildren of the Kingedome, Matth. 21. 
1. with 8. 12. They who were afar 
ff (being ſinners of the Gentiles)were 
nade near by the bloud of Chriſt, Eph. 
. 13. when the Jews , who were 
ear as the natural branches, and of the 
ommon-wealth of 7ſrael, were cut 
it, Rom. 11. Civil perſons of good 
MWilpolitions , of ſweet, lovely and 
aking behaviours, and very innocent 
onverſations ,, ſeem to be near, as 
#e Mark 10. 20, 21. who ſcemd to 
did fair for heaven, and marcheth on 
pallantly , till put to the trial , and 
hen he retreats, though with grief 
hat he cannot have heaven and the 
Forld too ; yet rather than he will 

part with his poſſefſions on earth, he 
111 venture the loſs of heaven , and 
ather have hzs part in Paris than in Pa- 
adiſe : on which our Saviour makes 

cloſe application ( and a ſtartling 
ne) to rich men, as it there follows. 
here are ſome Semi-Converts half or 
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almoſt Chriſtians, A@s 26. 28. ant 
theſe ſeem nearer : but he that fit 
down at half-way will never come te 


—— — 


the end of his journey 3 but is ſtill fa 


off,though he have gone ſo far. There 


are others who have the Name of Chri 
ſdians , and are within the pale of the 


Church , and theſe are neereſt of a 
the reſt 5 yet many of theſe alſo ma 
be afar oft : for what's the Name wit 

out the Thing f if we be not found 1 
Chriſt Jcſus , New Creatures; yea, 

our Saviour tells us with a Poxb 
Perily, except a man be born again 


how near ſyvever he beto , he cannol 


ſee (wor entcrinto) the Kingdome off © 


God, Jcbn3.3,9. 

04 They who loſe their poſlcfſiton 
may and ſhould in patience poſſe/ 
their ſouls; and then, though patiend 
cannot keep them from milcry , ye 


It will keep them from being miſcraÞ: 


ble : for a man never lofeth very 1 


3f ke loſe rot his ſoul nor hynſclf, Lu 
21. 19, 


95 0 


h 
Dr 


— LES 


Or, Helps to Piety. . 37 


95 Our Saviour bids his diſciples 
ot os them that can kill the body, 
or that's the moſt and worſt they can 
lo: the worſt f alas, is not that bad 
Fnough ? no, there may a worſething 
xefal us, viz. the deſtruQion, 3. e. the 
Wamnation of body and ſoul in hell - 
is as if he ſaid, you can at a cheaper 
ate and more eafily dic than be dam- 
ed; you are never undone ( though 
i'd) if not damned); 'tis never very 
II, it it be well with the foul : you 
dave more reaſon to fear God than 
nan; for God hath more power over 
Ou to do mere goodor, or evil to 
} ou; though the body be in, the ſoul is 
ut of, mans reach,but both are in the 
and of God ; therefore Matth. 8. 


2. 
ſo 96 To go out of Gods way tor lite, 
ves to go our of the way of life, John 


5. 39, 40. and6. 68. and 14. 6. AdGs 
þ. 12, Tis not only loſt labour , but 
\ſ@he wayto death, to (eck life out of 
pr without Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 9. 30, 

= 33. and JO. 3, 4. 
0 D 3 97 Take 
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97 Take heed of temptation in 
time of ſtraights ; for as mans extre 
mity is Gods opportunity to help , ſo 'ti 
the Devils opportumety to tempt, Matth, 
4. 2, 3. and as God ſuits conſolation 
ſo the Devil ſuits temptations to ou 
conditions , Prov. 30.8, g., 

98 The ſervice we doto men isne 
ver acceptable to God , unleſs we dc 
| as ſerving the Lord, Eph. 6. 6, 7, 
Col. 3. 22, 23. 

99 Religion,which is to be our bu 
fineſs and pleaſure too, is not for ſpar! 
hours, nor hath it any hours to ſpare, 
Luke 1. 75. 1@r. 10.31. Weſhoult 


) 


be religious in all things, and at al 


times. 

100 He that is not good 7» ſecret 
it may be feard , that heis but an hy 
pocrite i publick , Matth. 6, 1, --6. 
and 23, 25, to 39, 


THE 
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THE 


Second Century. 


I, Hough Death may ſcparate 

| a Believer and his near and 

dear-relations, yea and make 

a ſeparation between his ſoul and his 

body , yet it ſhall zever ſeparate. him 

from his happineſs, from the love of 
God in Chriſt , Rom. 8. 28,39. 

2 Allour attendances upon,and our 
addrefles to God, ſpeak nut any need 
he hath of us; for he that giveth all 
things , needeth nothing , As 17, 
25. but they ſpeak the need we ſtand 
in of God, of his mercy and grace, 
Heb. 4. 16. And ſurely if God need not © 
onr ſervices, he doth not need our ſins. 
Wilt thou lie for God? Job 13. 7. The 
wrath of man worketh not the righte- 
ouſneſs of God, James 1. 20. Nu evil 
is tobe dane forany good, Rom. 3.8. - 
aud they who fin under the pretence 
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of ſervice, and diſhonour God under 
the Name of konouring , will have 
no thanks for honouring, but ſevere 
judgement for linning , 1 Sam. 15, 
20, ——23. Iſa. 66. 5. John 16. 2. 

3 We are forward to hear and 
pray , which are cheap and eaſfie 
things 3 but when ſclt is to be.denied, 
and luſts to be ſubdued, what we ptay 
for, is to bepradis'd, and what we 
hear is to be done, (which is the $pi- 
rit, Power, and Life of Religion) ah 
how backward are we ! alas, how ma- 
ny excerciſe themſelves #xto Godlineſi 
(uſe the means) who do not exerciſe 
themſclves in Godlineſs, which is the 
end of means : Thus Religion dwin- 
dles away in , and perſons content 
. ( thongh they cheat ) themſelves by 
meer Externals : but how ſad will it 
be to go as I may fay religiouſly (3. e. 
hearing and praying) to Hell! Ezek. 
33: 31, James 1. 23, — 27, Matth. 
7.21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28. 

4 Take heed of doing that in,with, 
cr for company , for which thy heart 
may 


. 
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may ſmite thee, and thou muſt re- 
pent, when thou art alone , Exod.23, 
2. 1 Sam. 24. 4,5, 6. 

5 Theyare ſad joys and diſpleaſing 
pleaſures, which a man mult repent 
of, or be damned forz and ſuch are 
all the pleaſures of ſin , or lintul plea» 
ſures : ſuch as fin puts us upon , or 
ſuch as flow from lin. 

6 Endeavour tos maintain ſuch 
thoughts of grace and fin, heaven 
and the world , 4s you have _—_ to 
have when you are at prayer; then we 
ſeem to look on inas ugly and odious; 
and on the world as vanity and empti- 
neſsz on grace and glory'as the muſt 
deſirable things : but bow little doth 
our converſation ſay of this 2 whileat 
prayer, we ſcem to be feryent in ſpi- 
rit, but when. off it (like water taken 
rom the fire ) cold again , 1 Chrox. 
29. 18, . ; 

7 A Chriſtian ſhould and will en- 
deayour to uſe the world and lin as 
they uſed Chriſt, thatis; to crucifie 
them, Gal. 5. 24. and 6. 14. a 

I 
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© 8 If the Law of the Members do 
oppreſs thee , cry out as Pau/ did, 
Rom. 7. 24. and God will hear the cry 
of the oppreiled, Pſal. 9. 9. 

9 God ſometimes ſuffers others to 
be diſ-ingenious towards us, to correct 
our diſ-ingenuity towards him; ſome- 
time by them of our own bowels, 
2 Sam. 12.11. andrather than fail, a 
dumb beaſt ſhall ſpeak and rebyke 
mans madnels, 2 Pet. 2. 16. 

10 All our grace is from God, who 
is the God of all grace, of aſl kinds 
and all degrees of grace, the Author, 
the Prelerver and Fintther of it, 1 Pet. 
5. 10. 

11 The vanity and unſatisfaCtori- | 
neſs of the things of 'this world , ap- | 
pears in this, that a fancy, an humour, | 
an ungrounded fear, will rob us of all Þ 
the comfort of it ; and what are all 
rheſe things, without the comfort of 
them? and how many deprive them- 
ſelves of much good, for fear of lo- 
ſing it, which is ( Nabal like) todie 
for fear of dying, 1 Sam. 25. 37. 

Thus 


— 
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43 
Thus many kill themlelves while they 
are alive, for worldly ſorrow is good 
for nothing but to work death , 2 Cor, 

, IO. | 
; 12 It is as great a mercy to want 
that patiently, which God denies; as 
to uſe that ' cheerfully which God 
gives , Job 2. 10. 

13 When wcbelieve, we receive 
Chriſt into our (elves , Johr: 1. 12. for 
he dwelleth in our hearts by faith, 
Eph. 3. 17. and when we love , we 
give up our ſelves toChriſt, 2 Cor. 8. 
5. Faith then worketh by love, or (as 
the Greek hath it ) 1s effeCtually 
wrought by love ; the receiving of 
Chriſt into our ſelves by faith, is war- 
rantis'd bylove, 3. e, our giving up our 
ſelves to Chriſt. 

14 Gods meaſure is ever beſt, fo 
much health and no more , fo mych 
wealth and no more 1s beſt for thee, 
#5 God ſees good; for though we beg 
for daily bread, 'tis fit that God ſhould 
be our Caryer, Prov. 30.8, 
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15 It's 
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- 


Mb. 


15 It's a great evidence of pride and 
paſſion , when the want of one thing 
robs us of all the comfort we (hould 
take inthe reſt, Gem. 30. 1. beſide in- 
ordinate affection will chuſe for itſelf 
though on hard conditions , and is of- 
ten puniſht , with having it's will, 
Rachel was , Who no ſooner had her 
wilh , viz. Children , but two, and ſhe | 
diced, D 

16 God orders all our afflicrions , 
for the quality of them , what they 
ſhall bez for the quantity , how much 
and how great they ſhall be 3 and for 
the duration, how Jong they ſhall be, 
Gen, 15. 13. A ſtranger, afflicted , 
4©O years 3 there's ai] three, 

17 There ts not more comfort from 
Gods giving us any thing we want, 
than there is ſafety in waiting on God 
for the ſupp'y of our wants, Laws, 3. 
25, 26. and ſurely, there's no mercy 
that's worth praying for , butis worth 
waiting for z, and if the mercy ſhall be 
ours, tis F/ the time ſhould be Gods , 
who doth all in the belt time, even in 
due tim* , 1 Pet. 5, 6, 8 A 
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18 A mercy granted may not be in 
love, thuugh it be the return of a 
prayer , for God hath granted ſome 
their deſire in wrath, Pfet: 78. 29,30, 
31. compared with Pſal., 106.15, 

19 If we have never ſo many and 
206d means to bring about an end, it's 
God muſt bleſs them 3; if but a few 
means God can multiply them ; if they 
be contrary, God cin uſe them; if 
there be none, Gud can create them 
or work without them. When Jehoſa- 
phat knew not what to do, his eyes 
were to God, who is never at a loſs, 
but always knows what to do , and is 
never out of his way. 

20 There never was man but died 
or was Changed (as Enoch and Elijah) 
and never (hall be man , but mult die 
or be changed : it hath been the end 
of moſt mens ſtories, and he ared; and 
twill be of all mens to dic or to be 
changed , 1 (vr. 15. 51. Let us there- 
fore prepare for death , ind wait all 
the dayes of our appointed rime, till 
our change ſball (ſor it muſt) come, 
Job 14. 14+ 21 God 
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21 God hath further deſignes than 
men can reach, we ſee not all at once : 
the beſt enjoyments do often iſſue 
from the greateſt diſappointments; ſo 
that we have cauſe to bleſs God for croſ- 
ſing us, Gen. 50, 20. | 

22 'Tis a great ſign, that the rod 
1s in love, when thou doſt not only 
bear but hear the rod, fo as to learn 


the lefion of growing the better for- 


being beaten, Pſal. 94. 12. Twasa 
pretty one, of a litthe child, wheh cor- 
reed, Kiſs me Mother and whip me 
again, Oh, when a rod begets love, 
*tis an argument that 'tis from love. 

23 We thould {car none but God, 
and be afraid of notliing but fin, and 
bleſied is he that fo feareth always, 
Prov, 38.14. 

24 There are many Cordials that 
God will not give to his children, till 
they be faint or tick 5 ſtrong confola- 
tions are reſerved for great tribulatt- 
ONs, 2 Cor. 1. 4,5. 

25 If wewill take 2 trne meaſure 
and make a 11ght e{rimate of good or 

ev1l, 


[ 
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evil, it muſt be as 1t relates to the 
ſoul, Metth. 10. 28. 2Cor. 4. 16, 


"2 

26 Man is Gods Creature, fin is 
mans, and miſery is'fins : Man was 
Gods Image , fin is mans image, and 
miſcry is {ins image 3 'tis only by Chriſt 
Jeſus that we are freed from miſery, 
fin and our ſelves , and brought to 
God and his Image, 17Pct. 3.18, 

27 We live by many Deaths 3 our 
Natural , Spiritual, and Eternal Life- 
is by death : Many Creatures are put 
to death to keep us alivez yea Chriſt 
Jeſus died that we, might live 3 and 
we our ſelves muſt die that we ma 
live. Oh how good 1s God to us, who 
hath made not only the Creatures 
ours,” but Chriſt ours , and in and by 
him death ours! Who makes every 
thing (1he worſt as well as the beſt) to 
work together for good tothem that 
love him, Rem. 8, 28, and though 
we are leſs than the leaſt of mercies, 
yet thinks not-.the beſt (cven Grace 
and Glory ) too good for us , P/al. 84. 
IT, - 28 Some 
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28 Some men who ſeem free e- 
nough toconfeſs their ſin, are yet ve- 
ry impatient at the reproof of it ; the 
reaſon ſeems to be , becauſe Confeſſron 
is but like an arrow ſhot from them, and 
the danger is going oft, but Reproof 
is like an arrow ſhot to them , and the 
danger is ſtill approaching : beſide, 
Confeſſion is their own act, but Re- 
proof is another mans, and al oxr own 
- als en our ſelves are more gentle 2nd 
fevorrable , than others ads iipon us; 
as a man that pinchetlt or ſtrikes him- 
ſelf feels it lets (or at leaſt regrets it 
leſs) than if another did it. Inced not 
add, that men reckon repro»fs to be 
nothing but,or toditter very little crom 
reproach3s , Prov. 9.7, and 12.1. 
and 15. 10. | 

29 It is the great work of a Chriſti- 
an, while helives inthe body, to be 
crucifying the body of death, Rom. 
7. 24+ 1Cor.9, 27, Rom. 6. thruugh- 


bd 
k b 


2> They who ule to think well of- 
tc, cannot but do well foinctimes 3 
and 
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and they that think of evil, arelike to 
do evil : for vain imaginations pro- 
duce vain converſations , Matth. 12. 


5. 
31 It ſbonld"be (andis) the defire 
of every gracious perſon to attend ups 
on God , without diſtraction , 1 Cor. 
7.35. and to walk with God (as E- 
nech)without interruption , Col, 1. 9, 
{op 
32 It's very great reaſon, that he 
who is Gods, ſhould ceaſe to be his 
own, and to act for himſelf , 1 Cor.6. 
19, 20. 
34 It's as much ( 1f not more) the, 
delire of a gracious perſon, to hear 
what heistodo, as what he is toen- 
joy z Commandsto be obey'd, as Pri- 
viledges and Promiſes to be obtain'd; 
that he may be Gods to ſerve God, as 
hat God may be histo fave him; that 
e may glorifie God on Farth, as be 
plorified by and with God in Heaven, 
Frg. 6. Phil. 1. 20, ec. 
34 Tis our Heaven here to have 
od with us, and Chriſt with us 3 but 
E "twill 
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twill be our Heaven hereaftex to be 
with God and Chriſt, Phil. 1,23. , 
25 Sincerity is good ſecurity , a- 
gainft others reproaches, 2 Cor.1.12, 
and againſt our own infirmities , Rom. 
9. 25. A 
36 An evil mind (when 1t hath pow- 
er and opportunity) doth not only tol- 
low the ſway of defires already within, 
but frames to it's ſelf new defires not 
thought of before, 2 Kings 8, 12, 
13. 
37 They who love God, conlider 
more what is , than why 'tiscomman- 


.ded, 1 John 5. 3. and there is no ſer-Ys;... 


vice like his, who ſerves becauſe he 
loves. | 

32 Sufferings for Chriſt Jeſus are 
ſo far from ſeparating his love from 
the Suſferers, ortheirs trom ham , that 
they the more indear each others al 
tettions, Rone.8.35, 39, 
. 39 Hope 1s a great ſuccour andyj 
ſapport to PEFPIEXCA minds 5 P/al. 4 
5, Lam. 3.20. Rem.3.23,24- 
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40 They who have defaced(thel- 
nage'of goodneſs ahd vertue it tham- 
"Wclves'; do'not'Tove to [te it in 0- 
'Whers: tis an eye+ſore tothem ; x John 


d. 12. epet0% To, 
41 We ſhould not ſo' much cagſi- 
WYler and” love the things that do, as * 

"She things that ought to pleaſe'us, 
ſatth; 19.8.  ' 

42 Jealonſie berween relations ahd 
riends is the Phrey fe of wile-folkes 
he well-wiſhing 4plte ; - ah unkind 
arefulneſs.z thg way to lofe that 
hichwe moſt & and are unwil- 
"Wing to lefe ; the Self-Puniſhment for 
dthers faults 5 the Couſin of Envy 5 
he Daughtet of 'Love 3 and the Mo- 


*"Shcr of Fear , if not of Harred,: Prov. 


= 


. 34. . 
- le doth hayely oblige usto, and 
noulkd as much indear ouf obedience 
o' Jefas Chrift ; thar he hath given 
Jifc to us ; who deferved deathly, yea 
nd died for us , that we might live, 
2 Cor. 5. 14,15- WEL. 
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44 Take heed of flattering andidle 
«Sup , Who ſpend their time in 
telling of tales, and talking of no-f 
thing but vanity, 2 Theſſ.3.11, x Tim. $9 
5.13. I Pet.4.15. | 

45 Tis much more noble to love” © 
diſtreſled Vertue, than to adore or en- he 
Joy the PompsandVanities of this wic-F-* 
ked world, Heb. 11. 25. for we are 
equally enjoyn'd to forſake them, af 3 
the Devil, and all his works, and allf-® 
the ſinful Juſts of the fleſh. mil 

46 Whatever we part with and ſurf ©) 
render up, in obegiehce to the will offf®<< 
God, we'are ſure to receive it again” 
with uſury, Hatth. 19. 29. 7 

47. He -who repents for not doing}. 5 
the Will of God, doth do the Will off 
God, Matth. 21.31. 010 

48 [Tis more a Martyrdewe to denyſ”*Y 
our ſelves, to mortifie our fins, to'ſubÞX 
mit our Willto the Wilt of God ; and- * 


PO, 


a greater Argument' of our loye to} 2 
bim': them 'tis to give our body to be "= 
in 


burned, 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
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49 Our Will in any evil, orto it, 
kes it ceaſe to be an infirmity, and 
kesit to be a fin, though it be not 
ommitted, Matth. 5. 28. but our 
ill in and to any good, makes it a 
ertue, though it be not acted ; for 
hen God accepts the Will for the 
Weed, Matth. 26. 41. 2Cor.8. 12, 
Heb. 11. 17. 

50 Many are apt to quarrel with 
od for non-performance of his Pro- 
iles, when it may be they are nat the 
erſons to whom, ar have not perfor- 
Wed the Condition to which the Pro- 
iſes were made, Ger. 4.6, 7. Mat. 

bo. I5, 
roll 51 If we are but naturally or pru- 

F/cntially patient and humble, and not 
01n obedience to the Will of God, we 
may.be ſaid to be vertuous, but can- 
zat be ſaid to be gracious, 1 Pet.2.18, 

2I, I Pet. 4.19. 

52 Togratifie Nature isa duty,but 
$0 \{atisfie humour, or to gratihe luſt, is 
fin : We may pray for daily bread, 
id beg food convenient for us 3 but 
Ju E 3 to 
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to ask meat tor laſts;'tb cater and pro. 
je&for thefleth to fulfil the luſts there. 
of, is to [in againſt,” to tempt, and tc 
provoke God, Pſal.78. 18, How. 13, 
13, 14. 1 

The World ſhall never over 
come them , for whom Chriſt hat! 
overcome the World; but they ſhall 
have peace, even then , when the 
have tribulation , Johr 16. 33« 

54 Many mens ſenſes ingrofs th 
men. asif they hadno ſouls to minc 
or had ſouls only ta mind their bodies 
Their-bodies are daintily fed , | ar 
richly clad; They have Gentlemer 
bodies, and (too often) ſlaves minds 
and of ſuch men (one ſaith) a is goo 
but the man.,. Luke 16. 19, &#c: 

55 Terrors that arecauſed-and ex 
alted by a guilty conſcience , are 6h 
moſt intollerable and incurable of ar 
other , Prov. 18. 14, 

56 Body and Soul are ſo united and 
do ſo ſympathize, that they are 
freſhed or pained together : the bod 
never ſends the (ſtomach to te}l us 


hav 
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of have eaten too mach, but the foul 


feels it too 3 for when the ſtomach ri- 
off ſeth againftthe meat,the conſcience ri- 
ſeth againſt intemperancez and as the 
one feels the meat , the other doth the 
lin of ſurfetting. Let the Palate and 
y-pleaſers read Luke 21. 36. 
57'Tisa goodlythingtolearn the The- 
ory, of them that underſtand the Pra- 
iſe of Religion well, Ph71.3-17, to 20; 
58 What's thy end in keeping. fo 


much a-do ? is't to get wealth? yes: 


eFbut why ? for contentment : well, if 


there be more without it , thou goeſt 
the fartheſt way about : ſince a mar 
may 4s ſoon arrive to contentment, us 
(yea, and ſooner than) ts that which 
he ſeeks but as a means to it , Luke 12. 
15. Heb. 13. 5, | 
59 Why do ſo few men confeſs 
Ytheir fin? 'Tis becauſe they are in 
them : 'tis for him that's awake to de- 
lare his dream. Were men awake 
and their eyes open , they would con- 
tels and cry out of fin, as the moſt ug- 
wipy, hideous and dreadful thing , and 
| E 4 ©, ore 
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more ſrightſul than the Bevil himſelf, 
AGs 2.37. Rom.7.9. with 24. 

60 'Tis Treaſon againſt the Law of 
Love, and of God, tor any to-marry, 
unleſs they Wed; that is, unleſs they 
love, and be true to their Love, Prov, 
5. 19. Heb. 13. 4. 

61 Some have been admirable in 
the World , in whom their acquain- 
tances have not obſerved any:reimark- 
ables. Few men have been admired 
of their familiars, for ( others ſee 
their excellencies, but ) theſe ſeetheir 
imperfections. Every one may repre- 
ſent an honeſt man upon the Stage, 
but in Houſe and in Bolome to keep 
rule and decornm , that's brave indeed, 
being (if at leaſt it be ) without art, 
2 Cor.1.12, Pſal. 101.2, @&c, 

62 Innocency towards God and In- 
dependency on man, are rare things 
they moſt contribute to our quiet anc 
content: Guik Gcod-ward., and be- 
holdenneſs to men, do often lie hea: 
vy; for Obligations are ſevere things, 
and leave not ſo much as a mans wil 

at 
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at liberty , for that-ſtands bound by a 
title of gratitude : Nothing ( as the 
Italian Proverb) coſts a man wore dear 
than gifts : for what is fold a man \ 
gives but his money , bat for gifts and 
obligations a man gives himſelf ; and 
ſome men give away other mens 
rights, and their own conſcience, for 
a gift receiv'd, Exed.23.38. Dent.16. 
19. Prov.17.23. Phil.4. 11,12,17,18. 
Yet 

63 A man doth moſt freely enjoy 
what's given, when it's deſerved, or 
can be requited , and that a man is 
not under need, but hath in his will 
or power to live without it : for 'tis 
hard to think any Liberality ſofree, or 
Hoſpitality ſo pure and hearty, as 
would not be attended with grudg- 
ing, notto lay reproach, if the per- 
{on were neceſlitous. A great deal of 
that which goes under the Name of 
generolity and bounty , may be with- 
out Jove or charity , Phil.4. 11. 17, 
2 Cor.11.7.t0 10. and 2 Cor.13.to 18. 
1 Cor. 13.3. Prov. 23.7. 


64 Jore 
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64 Some perſons ( as fearful ones ) 
antedate their miſery, and take it up 
afore-hand 3 and by thinking make 
themſelves miſerable before they are : 
they are as ſad for tear of ſuffering, as 
if they ſuffered 3 and for fear of the 
future, loſe the preſent; as if men 
ſhould kill themſelves for fear of dy- 
ing, and wake themſelves miſerable, 
becanſe they may be ſo. They gricve 
more than they need , who grieve he- 
fore they need, John 16.6. 1 Pet.3.14. 
Phil. 1. 27, 28. : 

65 In Hoſpitals, as an excellent per- 
ſon obſerves , we may lee the varivus 
{hapes of humane miſery,and how ma- 
ny {ouls are narrowly lodg'd in $ymec- 
Aochical bodies, who ſee their earthen 
Cottages moulder away toduſt, limb 
after limb, who ſurvive and live but 
to ſee themſclves dead and buried by 
peece-meals, I apply it thus, Ah how 
ſbould they who are whole and well, 
bleſs God -that they are not as other 
men are | We little think how much we 
owe God for what we are not; that we 

, are 
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are-not ſick z, not lame , nor deaf, ec. 
2 Cor. 4. 3,9. The Apoſtle rejoyceth 
in four Nots, $o 2Cor.6.8,9,10, Twill 
much help us to thank God for what 
we have, if we conlider what others 
want 3 and to bleſs him for what we 
arenot, if weconſider what we were, 
Rom.6. 17. 1Cor. 6.11. 17Tim.1.12, 


13. 

7 Many times that which ſhould 
be the cauſe of compaſſion , becomes 
an argument for cruelty, and more 
miſery is laid on them , who are al- 
ready miſerable 3 as if it were juſt to 
add affliction to the aftlicted , and nor 
to pity, which is the leaſt comfort to 
menin miſery , Pſal.69.26. and 71.11. 
zech, 1. 15. | 

67 A man ſhould meaſure his great- 
neſs by bis gooudneſfs , and ſhould not 
love greatneſs, but that therein he 
way ſhew his goodneſs in the greater 
glory, 2 $am.7.2, I Chron.29,1,---16, 
Pſal. 16.23. 

63 None ſhould ceate to be good 
men, that they may appearto be good 
friends, 2 Sam. 1343.5. 69 We 
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69 We are moſt like God , when 
we are as Willing to forgive , as pow+ 
erful to puniſh ; and admirable 1s his 
vertue and praiſe , who having cauſe 
and power to hurt, yet will not, 2 Sem. 
I6. 9, --- 12, 

70 Some Philoſophers have wric- 
ten in the praiſe of Self-murther, as if 
in ſome caſes it were a noble- act of 
courage - but ſurely had they under- 
ſtood Dorong they would not have 
pleaded for that , which is a breach 


———— 


of Godscummand, yea, and contrary 


to the fundamental Law of Nature 
'Self- preſervation, Every man 1s in- 
truſted with Selt-ſafety, and he that 
juſtly purſues it not , is his own Tray- 
tor , much more he, whounjuſtly de- 
{troys it. There was never any creature 
that willingly kill d it ſelf, beppde man 
and they that do ſo, aime (though a- 
wiſs ) at ſome kind of f(afety , from 
want , or pain, or ſhame, or ſome 
other mil-feared danger 5 as Achi- 
rophel and Judas did. + So that kil- 
ling one-ſelf 15 but a falſe colour of 

” cou» 
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courage  proceedingrather from fear 
and cowardiſe ; for were it not reſpe- 
Ging of harm , a man would not re- 
gard what might be done to him 5 
and Hope being of all other , the moſt 
contrary thing to fear , and felt-killing 
being an utter baniſhment of hope , it 
muſt needs receive its ground from 
fear and deſpair. He who faid thou 
ſhalt not kill , meant thy ſelf ,in the 
firſt place , for ſelf-lave is the meaſure 
of love to ethers, Matth.22.39. On 
the whole thereforetheſe, and ſuch o- 
thers,muſt be falſe and fooliſh ſayings, 
viz, *Tis better to die ( vis...thus) 
than live a beggar : better to die, than 
to live in difgrace, ec. Oh no! "Tis 
better toſuffer than to ſin; and that 
any ſhould take away thy life , than 
thy (elf. , 'Tis a fookfh thing and cow» 
ardly to put ones (elf to death , to e- 
ſcape being put to death: _ 

71, Vice it ſelf is many times fain to 
take ſanftuary of Vertue 3 and per- 
ſons that have offended , to ſeek their 
help from them whom they have of- 

fendedz 


p_ 
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tended 5 as Shimei did , 2'8am. 19. 
18, --- 22, we ſhould carry i vertu- 
ouſly and friendly: to all , for who 
knows to whom he my be beholden: 
but they who will not be good for 
Gods ſake,will hardly be geod,though 
they may do good ,' on other confide- 


Tat10ns. | E229 

72' The great God is fo good, that 
he not only condeſcends and hamblerth 
himſelf ito behold the things that are 
in Heaven and in Earth, @ſal.'113.6. 
but which is the wonder of wonders , 
he doth beſecch and even beg mento 
be reconciled, to receive his gtace and 
- favonr, 2 Cor. 5.20, and ſurely, they 
will do very little for God , who will 
not be entreated by him to be'happy 
themlalves. . 

73- However men may beg exalted, 
they ſhould conlider that the'begin- 
ing and end of their bodies is biſtearth 
and duſt, Gen. 23:19. and how rich 1o- 
ever they be, they ſhould yet entertain 
their thoughts with this , that ds they 
brought nothing in ,” ſo they muſt car- 

aw. ry 
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ry aothing our of this World, z Tim, 
Os 7. "of pal 

74 It ever men may remember and 
mention their own noble*deeds , 'tis 
then when their -juſt defence and 0- 
thers unjuſt dealings doth require it, 
2 Cor. 12, 11, 

75. , Tis not goos to vie ſlanders 
with wer of tongue 5 that were only 
to be at {trite ,, who ſhould be moft 
toolith and moſt wicked, 1 Pet. 3.94 
Prov. 26. 4- | 

76 Though we may puniſh, we 
ſbould never wroug an Offender : 
When we puniſh the MalefaGor » Wwe 
ſhould ſpare the Man ;, and make it ap» 
pear that our anger is not againſt the 
Man; that 4ins , Þut againſt the Sin , 
Pſal. 99. 8. Dent. 29,3, &c.' A jult 
puniſhment may be, in the manner of 
doing, unjuſtly dove. | 

77 Vengeance isa thing we ſhould 
leaveto God, and content-our ſelves 
onely with a Vindication : Though we 
way right our ſelues, we may not wrong 
others, And in taking Vengeance, we 

wrong 
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wrong God, our Neighbour, and our 


Selves, Rome. 12. 19,20,21. 

78 He isa very groſs Chriſtiar, that 
thinks it his duty tobe a Clown or Un- 
civil. The Apoſtle Pax] ſeldome uſed 
handſomer language,orcarried himſelf 
more gentilely, or gave more terms of 
reſpect,than when he appeared before 
men of Place ahd Power, Phil.4.8. 

29 We thould not encourage Flat- 
teries . nor Calumnies and Backbi- 
ting,by our belicf or hearing of them. 
If ſome did not take pleaſure to hear 
and beleeve , others would not be {6 
much pleas'd to make or carry falſe 
reports, Lev.19.16, 1 Tim. 5.13. Prov, 
26. 20. 

8» Though our own inclinations 
would lead us to the moit pleaſing ci- 
vilities , yet our Nz:ighbours need 
mult over-rule our judgement, to put 
on ſeverity for his profit > Jude 22, 23. 

81 He that will not uſe the rod on 
his Child, is like to have his Child ufed 


as a rod on him, 1 $am.3.13. I Kings 


I. 5, 6. 
82 There's 


—— 
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82 There's nothing makes death e- 

vil, but che evil of our life; :. af pu be 
taken away , death hath no ſting . þut 
"inſtead of being dreadful, it becomes 
deſirable; Theytherefore that would 
not be afraid of death, fhould cloſe 
with Chriſt , who makes it warth our 
while to live or die, Heb. 2:14, 15. 
1Cor.15.56,53. Phil.3.20,21. Revel. 
14 


. 03. 
83 He that diſſembleth with God 
1s not to be truſted by man , John 2. 
23,24. 2 Theſſ. 3. 2. 

84 There's (carce any thing more 
rare than true prief ; there are tears 
fained , tears of cuſtom , and tears of 
decorum and faſhion: Many weep 
gracefully without grace. Tis only god- 
ly ſorrow that's worth commendang , 
2 Cor. 7. 11. — : 

85 Youth excites delight, beauty 
delire , great wit admiration, ver- 
tue eſteem, and reſpect , eminent 
goodneſs friendſhip 3 and (they ſay) 
to produce a Loye there mult be. a 
plealingneſs alſv. Thus al 1hings are 
| F par - 


k 
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cel'd'out , and none hath all together. 
Tis none but Jeſus Chriſt that isalto- 
gether lovely ; and therefore ſeeing 
all deſires arc in him , be ſhowld be the 
defire of a : and no ſoul can have con- 
tent and ſatisfaCtion that is not marri- 
ed to him, and they that are, want 
none, Carnt.5.10,—16, 

86 The beſt policy is to prefer do- 
ing our duty before all enjoyrhents, 
and the peace of ones conſcience be- 
tore any peace elſe, and the liberty 
of ſerving God (whoſe ſervice 3s per- 
fe ſreedom) before the liberty of our 
perſons', 4@s 4. 19,20. 

87 Togo againſt reaſun and conſci-F. 
ence for atty ather reaſon, is highly, 
to {in againſt God , who is God 
reaſon and Judge of conſcience , Gen, 
29. James 4.12. 

88 Love 1s the root and ſpring of 
all other affeftrons and pafions; a man 
hates, becanſe he ſceth ſomewhat inf; 
that he hates,” contrary to what he 
Foves ; * and is therefore angry becauft 
mthit herewfthhe is angry, theres 


ſom 
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pmething which impedeth or hurt- 
th what he loves. | : fe 

89 'Tis g. difficult thing to judge 
nes ſelf aright : It's belt with lope 
hen they think it worſt, Rewvel. 2. 9. 
nd worſt with fome when they think 
beſt , Reel. 3. 17. We 

90 God 1s the Father of mercies 
Cor. 1.3, Mercy 1s his Child, and 

mes as freely frong him.,. as a Child 
om a Father ; and therefore he fent 
js own Jon (whole Father he is, and 

"2 whom he is a Father of Mercies) to 
2 his Love-Token tothe World , Johx 

15. Rom.5.8. 1 Jobs 4.9. 

"+ 91 We cannot live without brea- 
ing 5 either naturally or ſpiritu- 
Ily 3 and this neceſlity of breathing, 

'Fthat we may live) doth ſometimey 
rce out ſuch ſighs agd groans as are 
nutterable , Rows. 8.22; —26.,. * 

92 It was ſad with the Priqutiye 
imes , when they were undone for 
ell-doiog , and mp} (luffereyil , be- 

Pulſe they would pat; do evil 2.but 
ugh, 't©yere. lad Ye. 'twas they 

; F 2 © glory 


? 
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glory; and for which they not only. 
glorified God, 1 Pet.4.13---16.but fc 
which ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) Go 
gave them thanks, 1 Pet. 2. 19, 20. 

03 A wicked man (i ors; 6 
e1kxas ix«) is nota friend to himſelf 
he flies and labours to run away fron 
Himſelf like Adam , as well as fro: 
God ; and is never in ſo bad comp: 
ny, as when he is (and therefore c 
ſeldome endure to be) alone, becaul: 
he is then with his own guilty conſc}}: 
ence : and this makes men ſtudy 
many Paſtimes and Arts of diverſic 
or to fall a building,as (ain did, T 
endeavour to hide their faults, nc 
only from others, but to conceal t 
from themſelves : they eſteem the! 
crimes not ſufficiently hidden, if thenf 
ſelves ſee them 3 they with-dra 
them from their own conſcience , | 
bribing', blinding), and fearing it 
mach as they can. . 

- 04 Some'men hate their own vice 
inothers., 'e&vif they had not the trac 
of fin enovgtt'to: Hhidndalves , ul 

Ke &-Y t 
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they had a Monopoly and might ingroſs 
it 


95 When we go about any thin 
Bfrom the diftates of paſſion, we ſhoul 
(if at leaſt when in a paſſion we can) 
conſider, whether we our ſelves may 
not afterward be the firſt men, who 
will wiſhit undone. 
6 He (in ſome meaſure) loves an 
"Rcvil, who is'overcome by it ,' 2 Pet.2, 
19, for conqueſt of; this nature is oa 
Meche Will, ,which never chuſeth an ob- 
jet, tillit loyeit. There only we can 
have a perfe& Conqueſt over ſin, where 
there will be a perfet hatred of it, 
"FHere (in the beſt) there is but an in- 
compleat reſtauration of the image of 
God : The body of Nature and bo- 
oO of Sin are born and muſt die toge- 

P 

97 There is ſcarce a more hateful 
quality in the eyes of God or Man, 
TWthan that of the Herodiaxs , who lie 
, Yin wait tocatch and to accule an inno- 

Ycent man , Afark 12.13. 


F 3 98 Some 
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' 98 Sore meneat and drink ſo long 
that they are good for nothing, þ 
either to lic down and ſleep, or tf 
rife np and play , to live to da 
atd' die to morrow , having mad: 
their belly the grave of their _— ant 
dungeon of reaſon, Rors. 13. 


--- I4. 


99 Many a men needs' rv more 
undo him ; thin his ow@'defires ; th 
are (6 bad , that no enemy' could wil 
them worſe than to be themſelves (4 


Coyetous Midmn's ) cy, Ways | 
defirtng and labourt 

which they reſolve a to we , anf 
which will 'be'to their hurt and ruin 
Fel. 4. 8. and 5, 13. age 5.2. 


100 Tis a marvellous ſtupidity : 
rence, that the more continual ex 
ertence men have of the eos 
World , the mor odteh 
ments theyma ke,to find (if hey cou 
find out) lolidity init. 


Alas 


— — 


) Alas ! fond Child 
What hath thee {o beguilV'd 
To ſeek for Howy in a nelt of Waſps ? 
| Thou waiſt as well 
find eaſe In Hel 9 ? 
And ſprightly NeCtar from the mouth 
| ; (of Alps. 
Shall the Warld always make. fogls of 
J us? or rather, we of bur ſelves ?-Shall 
wenever take warning by others nor 
our own harms2;Letthe time paſt ſuf- 
Wy fice, &4c.. 1 Pet. 4.3. fl 
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'HYyY Hat good man had not 
rather want the thing - 
he moſt defires, than 


obtain it by unlawful and HO 


1M cans ? but mens paſſuons and Gods di- 


reFions ſeldome agree - ſuch as too 


much attend their own ends , ſel- 
F 4 dome 


means, Row.3.8. 1 Tim. 6.9, 10. 

2 They confeſs their own weakneſj 
as to Truth and Juſtice, who chuſera- 
ther to contend and conquer by force, 
than by Argument, A&s 4. 14,— 17. 

3 'FTis a fin againſt Hoſpitality, to 
open your doors, and- ſhut up your 
Countenance 3 be ſweet,gracious,and 
free, let your looks be the Chryſtal to 
your Diſpoſition, Though a ' churl 
may bid all Welcome,yet he thinks none 
ſoz thowgh he may ſay,Eat and drink, 
yet his heart is not with thee, and his 
courtelie ſeldome comes, but for gain 
or falſhood , as Selomorn tells us,Prov, 
23. 3, 6,7, 8. And onthe other hand, 
how generouſly ſoever you entertain, 
nevercompel hin: tu ſurtet, whom you 
invited to feaſt ; nor to be drunk and 


loſe his own by anothers health, Heſt, 

5, A | 
4. Tis better to be above,than but 
eyen with an enemy : He that reveng- 
eth is but even with him(as the phraſe 
15)but he that pardoneth is above him3 
| fo 
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for ſo much as a man is better than ano- 
ther, ſo wnch he it above him, Matth. 
5. 44, --- 48. And on the other hand, 
let no man offend on the preſumption 
of a pardon 3 for he ſeems to be in 
love with a fault ( like Shimei ) who 
had rather be forgiven, than be inno- 
cent. It's better not to need, than to 
have 2 pardon. 

5s All humane Reaſon is ſo inter- 
mixt with wit and fancy, that many 
times 3 man can hardly tell which is 
which : Reaſon hath ſo many ſhapes, 
colours and forms, that we know not 
which to take hold of ; experience and 
events have as many : What ſhall we 
do then? Tothe Law and to the Teſti- 
mony, Ia. 8. 20. Search the Scripture, 
2 Tim. 3. 14, --- 17. Eph. 4. 14. 

6 As 'tis impertinent, yea meer Ya- 
nity and very ly, to make a profeſi1- 
on of love to God, and yet to expreſs 
noneto our Neighbour, 1 John 3. 17. 
and 4. 20. So 'tis in vain to pretend 
love to mens ſouls, while we thew no 
love to their bodies. Surely no man 

will 
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will. thank another for killing him, 
though he ſhould tell: him.'twere in 
kindaefs : 'Tis worle than he, that as 
a mad man caſteth Fire-brands, Arrows 
andDtath,and ſaith, 4s not I fr ſports 
Prov. 26. 18, 19, No man cares for 
ſuch biting Jeſts and hurtful, $pans, 
much leſs for injurious Courteſies and 
killing Kindneſles. Perſons may com- 
plement, and {aythey will do this and 
that ( and I know not what) for your 
{ſervice and welfare 5 but wbo-can look 
for {ervice, where he hadsuntaichful- 
nels and violence, 1 Sew. 18.25, 

7 That the evil of fin is the greateſt 
evil, appears by this, as well as many 
other arguments, that (though ot ber 
evils may be complain'd of and lamen- 
ted, yet) there's none to be repented 
of, but this of (1a. 3 A 

8 Amancannotdo himfelt a,greater 
kindneſs, nor better ſervice, than to 
ſerveGod with his beſt, his all,,and to 
his utmoſt : For as wicked men, by the 

: evilof ſin, bring an evil reward, or 
' reward of evil, viz, the wages of lin, 


upon 
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upon their owh Souls, 1/a. 3. 9, T1. 
So they who ſerve God will find that 
in keeping his commands there's great 
reward, Pſal. 19. nolelſs than eternal 
Life by the gift of God, Rom. 6. 29. 
and therefore ſay to the Righteous, #t 
ſhall be wel with them,tor they ſhall,yen +» 
they ſhall eat the fruit of their doives, 
Ija. 3. 10. | 

9. The good man's befi, and the 
bad mans worſt, yes in ſal/be's, Tſa.3. 
10, I1, in reverſion. Here Dives had 
nothing but his good things, but here- 
after he hadnogood thing. Here Li 
zarws had his evil things, but -after- 
ward:no evil thing. The good man 
when he dies takes his leave. of, and 
departs from all evil 5 and' the evil 
man when he dies takes his leave of, 
and departs from all his goods, which 
was at the good be had. Now he is coim- 
forted, but thou art tormented, Zuke 
16. 25. Oh 'tis a ſad thing to have 
ones portion of good only in this life, 
Pſal. 17. 14. 

10, The thipgs of this World, ye 

tne 
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the luſts of the Eye, the luſts of the 
Fleſh, and the Pride of Life ( which 
ſome call The Worlds Trinity) the God 
which Worldlings worſhip, have ma- 
ny charms, and are bewitching : Many 
have been inchanted by the gud of 
this World, to make this World their 
God ; and there's no conquering, no 
nor avoyding the influence , and force 
of itsPhilters, which work on the ſcale, 
but by Faith and heing ſtrong in Faith, 
Heb. 11.25, 1 John 5: 4,5. 

11 Ourgreat deſire and endeavour 
ſhould be to be men-of truth ; zr#e to 
God and his Glory ; true to our ſouls 
and their happineſs z truz to men and 
all the offices of I ove we oweto them; 
and we, ſhould owe no man any thing 
bat love, 'Eph. 4. 15- Rom. 13. 8, 
Falſhood .and Reefs 1s ungodly, 
unmanly, and unfriendly ; 'tis odious 
to God aud. all men that diſcover it, 
and muſt needs be hurtful to them that 
aCt it 3 for Matth. 23. 33. 

12 Tis to be our Prayer and Care, 


not only to receive mercy from God, 
; q but 
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but to improye it for God, and return 
the praiſe to God, P/al. 116. 12. yea, 
and that according to the benefits 
which we receive, Pſal. 216, 12. 
2 Chron. 32. 25. and then 'twill be a 
more bleſſed thing to give than tore- \ 
ceive, As 29. 35. For thankfulneſs, 
and giving God the praiſe, is the com- 
pleating and crowning of all our mer- 
cies, without which they are ſcarce to 
be called bleſſings, 7/al. 40. 1, 2,3. 
There are fix degrees of mercy, and 
the New Song is the ſweet cloſe and 
glorious Crown of all” 
13 A good man would gladly be 
Rn not only from miſcarriages, 
ut miſtakes, ſor they occaſion miſcar- 
riages, not only from preſumption, but 
Ignorance ; not only from the known 
evil of his ways, but the unknown and 
undiſcerned ſecrets of his heart : and 


1s 1mpatient till he be ſo upright, as not 


only, not to commit the great tran(- 
grefſion, but that the thoughts of his 
heart, the words of his mouth,and the 


works of his hands, may be all accep- 
$1 table 
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table to his God, Þſel. 19, $2, — 14. 

14 Oh what a ſad life do they live, 
who live in pleaſures ! Life do I ſay ? 
No, no, they are dead while they live, 
i Tim. 5.6. If we will fay they live, 
we mult ſay,that 'tis but like Bedlaws, 
who (and their pleaſures alfo ) are 
run ſtark mad : For to this purpole is 
that of Solomon, Fccleſ. 2. 2. or elſe 
they are degenerated and metamor- 
phoſed into Beaſts, Jer. 5. 8- 

15 Fondneſs is the ficknels of love, 
by which children are taught to rebel, 
1 Kings 1.5,6. IFit proceed not ſo far, 
yetthey are very ill bred; for ſuch per- 
ſons ( as ſom-body ſays ) teaciy their 
children to be Gentlewomen, before 
they teach them to be women 3 to bri- 
dte their chins more than their tongues 
or pride and paſſions; how to behave 
themſelves in a Dance, better than in 
Company 3 how to wear fine cloaths, 
than how todo vertuouſly : thus they 
are put off (being puft up) with ſhew 
without ſubſtance. . But let us learn to 
teach: children ( to whom much reve: 

Fence 
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ence is de ) by 'word and deed, by 


Jofrine and example, if ever we ex- 
zeCt they ſhould prove dutiful to God 
and to us, and of any uſe to others 
while they are in the World, 1 $S«m.3. 
13. Tit. 2. 4,5- Prov. 22.6.. and 22. 
13,14. & 13. 24. & 19. 18, & 22.15. 
16 He that keepeth Iirael doth nei- 
ther lumber nor fleep , Pal. 121.4. 
And how ſafely and quictly may they 
| fleep,tur whom God is pleaf'd to wake 
and watch? Pſal.4.3.& 3.5.Prov.3.24. 
17 Will-worſhip and Will-ſuffering 
are both bad 3 as 1s clear from Col. 2. 
23. I Cor, 13.3. 
18 'Tis no cure of Paſſion to delay 
It : For that which Athenodoras pre- 
ſcrib'd to Augaftus, to repeat the Al- 
phabet between paſſion and revenge, 
1s but boyiſh and flight, as diverting 
the mind to a trifle; which is only to 
conten, and not to conquer the diftem- 
per : *T'islike the cure of Empericks, 
which-may allay, not free a diſeaſe : 
'tis beſt ito pluck it up by the Roots 3. 
and how that's done, fee Gal. 4. 24; 
| 19 They 
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19 They diſpute beft, and are mol 
like to prevail, who uſe hard argr 
ments and ſoft words, Prov. 15. 1. ani 
25. 15. Jobn 7, 46. 

20 An hypocrite is one who ſecm 
tobe what he is not, and would nafff 
ſeem ( nor be ſeen ) to be what he is, 
Matth. 23. 25, <= 28, 

21 All men offend in many things, 
James 3. 2.and many men offend in al 
they do, Ger, 6, 5. 

22 It ſinners be damned, 'tis juſt 
with God to damn them ; if they be 
ſaved, 'tis mercy from God, Rome.6, 23. 

23 When the Law of Gud is writ- 
ten in our hearts to teach us, our 
hearts will be in the Law of God to do 
it, P/al. 40. 8. Heb. 8. 10, 11. 

24 If it be thy cuſtome to fin, know 
that 'tis Gods cuſtome to puniſh fin- 
ners, as Rom. 8, 28. 2 Theſſ.2.11, 12. 

25 He that hath God for him, need 
' not fear What any ( Man or Devil) 
can do againſt him, Roms. 8. 31. 

26 We can call nothing properly 
our own, but our fins; for all mg 

elle 
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elſewe owe ( and ſhould pay) ah ac- 
knowledgment toGod ; yea, even for 
our very miſeries, they being not only 
leſs than our iniquity deſerves, Ezra 
9. 13. but (though of fins procuring ) 
are delign'd by God , not only to cor- 
rect us for our evil, but to inſ(trudt us 
for our good, Hcb.12. 10. and 7t great- 
ly becomzs us to bear, and concerns us to 
hear the Rod, Mic. 7. 9. & Mic. 6.9. 
for, Prov. 3. 11,12. & Pſal.94. 12. 

27 Conſcience, Credit and Frietid- 
ſhip, are three of tle moſt valuable 
things in the World 3 but Conſcience 
above any, 2 Cor. I. 12. = 

23 All Divine Writiags, 275. the 
Holy Scriptures, contain more matter 
than words, they have an infinite (un+« 
ſearchable depth of ) ſenſe and mean- 
ing : but many humane Writings have 
more words than matter, 1 Tim. 1, 4. 
Tit. 2. 9. 2Tim. 3.15, 16, 17. 

29 Perſons intelligent and pious , 
willnot be apt to value any Diſcourſe 
for witty, that cannot pleaſe the Fang! 
without offending the Conſcience { 

G nor 
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nor ever think it a demonſtration of 
" mans wit, that he will adventure to be 
damned to be thought one, 2s they ds 
that abuſe the Scripture, and turn the 
Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, and 
are wanton, if not profane,though but 
in Jeſt, Jude 4. Eph. 5. 3,—6. 

30 Self-love will make us admire 
and magnihe any one that wilt admire 
and magnihe us, Gal. 4. 17. 

31 The beſt uſe we can make of 0- 
thers diſlolutions, is to prepare for our 
own; andthe death of others doth n«- 
turally mind us of our mortality; which 
calls upon us to hve well, ſecing we 
dyedaily, and'may dye to Uay before 
tomorrow : and if this night our ſoul Þ 
ſhould be taken frum us without Re- 
pentance, we ſhall not only dye, but 
periſh, Luke 13. 3. . 

32 As for fuch as aſpire to poſthume 
Glory, 'tis to be admired to ſee their 
ambition projecting beyond theGrave, 
but themſelves (it may be ) ſtepping 
ſhort of Heaven : Oh what Fook: are 
they ( how much. ſoever applanded for 
Witts) 
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Fin) who acempering hey 
neyer 1ee, 2nd provide | 


hall ever feel, Luke 12. 20, 2t. 

(9. 11, 12;13. "Twill be cold ſacjsfx- 

tion, to' have a name' recorded and 
clebrated in any Book (for Beqdty; 
fir, Valour, Riches, &c. ) if t Be 
plotted ont uf the Book of Life;£a9. 


42. 33-\ Rev. 13. 8. or were tieytt 
written irfit, Kev. 26. 15. þ oe 
33 They who will not do thetnfel 
the right, to praQiſe Religion, ori 

. FnotdoRefigion the wrong to prof 


It, Pſal, $0.16, | 
34 AﬀeRed hardneſs is uſually fol- 
lowed and frequently puniſbed with 
inflited hardneſs. The harder mens 
. hearts are, the more they fin, and the 
more they-fin, the harder their hearts 
Fare, Heb. 3. 13. 
35 Religion is no Book-ct ft , #0# 
Paper-shil. Man indeed ma teach the 
Tongues, but God only the thihgs : 
EMan may teach the Grammar and Rhe- 
torick, but God teacheth the Divini- 
ty of revealed Trad Ara dnr 
2 the 
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pts Pur F909. only teacherh th 
zeart, I Cor. 3.7. Heb.Q.10,11. / 
\ $ We areto do alt we.do to glo 
he 30d, and todo it fo that God may 
be glorified, x Cer,19. 31. which is not 
y, communicating any glory to him, 
for that we cannot, but by receivin 
ce into. us, that it may animate 
Rt _us,and thereby we be like hin 
and pleaſe him : For 'Tis, af oxe in 
Scripbure Phraſt, to glorifie and t 
kaje God. Father, glorifie h [, 
John 12, 28. and, Father, F.. Will kt 
oxe, Matth. 25. 39, , "x4 
35 Light, fooliſh and idle talk, hath 
nothing of weight in it, unleſs it þ 
that-'tis a burthen to the hearers ; and 
ſuch men do beſt at laſt, viz. when they 
51155 an end of talking, Eph. 4. 29. 
row. 3'5. 22. & 29. I. Etdeſ. 16, 
1.2, — 15: Prov, 26. 7, 9. Eccl.7.5, 
137 Time and leiſure is not, givento 
any man, that he might do nothing, or 
(which is worſe) that they,might do 
evil, but that they might dq good and 
well, P/al. gg. 12. Eph; 5. 15, 16. Fa 
| or 
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for Sports 'and' Paſticjes, "the 'beſt of 
Y chem come ſo near to ifftnefs; nd” 
worſt of then to vies;7 that as rhe bn 
is not to be allowed'any, ſa theoth&r 
no conſiderable part of our time; Eel. 
g. 10,/and” ir, 9, and'12iz, Om 
38 Many men live as if they had nv 
ſouls to ſave, or at leaſt,as if they had 
no mind to ſave theit ſouls, Prov. B36. 
which ſome read (*ſpernit avimam) he 
deſpiſeth his ſoul, as if *ewere gpod for 
nothing but to be damned': and as we 
Wread it, "tis ro ſhew, that ſinners do no- 


o-- _—_ 


thing but wrong and undo themfelvs3 
they are Felores de ſe, ſelf-murtherers 


- 


Luke 12. 20, 21. 
'''29 Some men(and ſome called Gen- 
emer ) (cornto pray to Gud,as much 
as to beg of men, Job 21. 13, 16.15 
And ſome care for only ſo much Rettt 
'K gion, as will ſave their credit in' this 
World, and not their ſouls inthe 0+ 
ther World '- Vertue and Godt 
(they think ) are good names an 
words, bpt they will have no acquajn+ 
tance with the things, 2 Ti. 3. 5. 
G 3 40 Some 
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©. 4 Some men inſtead of liyiog vu 
ir treaſure in Heaven, lay. up I 

place heaven. in their treaſure , Ls 
12., 20, 21, They make Gold they 
God, Job 31,34. yet (it may be) can 
econtent ta hearof honouring God, 
ſo long as 'tis, not with their ſubſtance, 

Frov. 3.9. _ | 

41 Without Gods aſhſtance , we 
can do nothing, Johx 15.5, 2 Cor. 3, 
5. and without Gods bleſtng, all we 

do will come to nothing, 1 Cor.3,7. 
42 We ſhould rather heal than dif. 


cover , yet rather diſcovers than flat, 
ter the vices-of them with whom we 
converſe , Gal.2.14. 


43 We ſhould ſo ſpeak, as that 
8 


none may be the worſe, but all the 
better for hearing us ; that all may be 
brought to the love of goodneſs and 
hatred of fin, by our diſcourſe, Eph. 
4+29. Col. 4.6. | 

'Tis very bungry-wit, that cay 
feed on ſuch co 49 diet , ,as dert- 
dingly to diſcourſe of , and rejoyce at, 
other mens infirmities or calamitics, 
| yell 
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yea though they be enemies, Frav. 
23. 17. Job31. 29, Prov. 17.5. Pſal. 
25.15. And.'tis very dwarfiſb-wit , 
baſe, low, and ſordid (like that of Zz- 
ba) which cannot tell how to advance 
it ſelf, but by trampling on others re- 
putation , 2 Sam.16.3. 

45 When riches increaſe,we ſhould 
not be affefted with them; nor when 
they decreaſe, ſhould we be afflicted 
for them: Tranſports and Torments 
are equally to be avoided. A man 
ſhould never loſe the ſerenity and 
calmneſs of his mind ; either 1a en- 
joyments or in diſ-appointments , in 

ains or loſſes. How and where to 
earn it, fee Phil, 4. 11,12,13. 

46 He hath not ſpent his life ull, 
who hath learned to die well : in or- 
der to which we mult above all endea- 
your that our fins may die, and we 
may ſee them dead betore our ſelves, 
I Cor. 15. 55,56,57- 

47 He can never live cantentedly, 
that fears to die. Ir's no great thing 
to live, flaves and beaſts can do that ; 

| | G 4 but 
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but *tis a great thing to live and die 
well, 2 Tim.4. 6,7. . 

48 It's a good and cheap rime to 
die in, when to live is rather a bur- 
then , than a bleflingz and there is 
more evilin life, than pood + and in- 
deed there are many things in life, 
worſe than death 5 beſide cur ſins, Our 
ſickneſles, and ſometime phyſick too, 
that many times we andergo . many 
deaths to avoid one : but yet 't# beſt 
to ſubmit to God both for time and way; 
and 'tis ourduty to hve and uſe good 
means to live as long as we can , that 
we may bring glory to God , whether 
by duing or ſuffering, 1ſa.57.1. Phil. 
3.20, — 25, 

49 The beſt way never to be croſt 
in Gur defires , i* to make Gods Will 
our own : by this we ſhall never miſs 
of having our own free choice inall 
things, 4/atth. 26.29. and we ſhould 
never lay (Fat voluntas mea niſt quia 
tua) our will be done, but only as and 
becauſe 'tis Gods, James 4.15. 


50 Obe- 


> we 
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50 Obedience and well-doing is the 


rood mans wages as well as. work 5, 
and he will be doing good , though he 
lo good for hothing elſe : and they 

vho do riot good, are (as we ſay) too 

voud , that is ſtarke-nawght, and good 

for nothing at all, Pſal.14.4,5. 

51 The painof getting, the care of 
keeping,and fear of loling, takes away 
much of the comfort of having riches: 
See Solomon's Ect paper. 

52 He ische true Gentleman, who 


is Gods Servant, the Worlds Maſtey, 


and Sins Conquerour, Heb.I1.25, 

53 'Tis cold comfort to ſee ones 
enemy in a bad, and not onegy ſelf in 
a good condition ; that he is miſera- 
ble, and we not happy : which we 
can never be, if ourſin be not ſubdu- 
ed, as well as (and which is the worſt 
of) our enewies. *Tis to be baſe, to 
coxquer men, and be conquered by 
luſts, Prov. 16.32. 

54 Man made fin , and ſin unmakeg 
(for it unmans, and, by taking away 
the likeneſs of God ungods ) man : 


Or 
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vr man doth fin, and lin doth,ungo 
man, Prov.8.34. Ezek. 16, 

55 He that is not ſo good as he 
may be in his preſent condition , i 
not like to be as good as he ſhould be 
in another condition: we do but flat: 
ter and abuſe vur felves with promi- 
ſes and purpoſes of what we will be, 
while we neglet to be what we 
ought , Eccleſ. 9. 19, Dent. 5. 27, 
--- 29. 

56 He that doth not do, good for 
Gods-ſake ina time of proſperity , 
not like to ſuffer evil for Gods: ſake in 
a dayof adverſity: and fo backward, 
Job 2.40, Eccleſ.7, 14. | 

57 Ambition is never quiet , but 
raſtheſ; and incroaching , crying like 
the Horſe-leeck, Give, Give - atfirſ 
It longs to be next the beſt, then to be 
equtial with the beſt, and then to be 
chief above the beſt : and what it ends 
in, may be obſerved in Abſalom, He- 
manand Julivs Ceſar, &»c. They that 
will by uglawful means climb higheſt, 
are like to fall loweſt : for Pride # 

t 
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the Uſper to a Fall , Prov; 16, 18. 
58 Friends uſually fail them-that 
fly , as either fuſpeCting the perſons 
and their cauſe, or fearing what they 
may ſuffer for their ſakes , 4 $4w.21.1. 
1$4,29.4,5-. 

59 Man is not only bora , but new- 
born to trouble, Mattb.16.24. 2 Tim. 
3. 12, \ 

60 It's too uſual in proſperity to 
forget the threatnings , Hoſ. 2.13. and 
mn adyerlity to forget the promifes of 
God, 1/4.49-14,--=17 + N;! | 

61 Many times when men come to a 
We will, Cod comes to a Tew fhalt: 
the judgement is as their ſin ; and God 
i5-as inuch ſet on his will for judge» 
ment , as men are ſet on their will for 
fin, 1 Saw.8. 19. Hoſ. 13.11. Pſal. 
109, 17, 18. 

62 Worldly men are for the rudi- 
ments of the -World , becauſe they 
bring 1athe things of the World 5 and 
cry out , Great 1s Diaxa of the Epbe- 
favs, becauſe: ſhe brings no ſmall 
gain, unto the Craftſmen , and by. 

which 
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which they have all their wealth, 4th 
19.24,35,28. Hence 'tis that the Po 

ails more than a General Counct|, 
becoufe he hath Places and Prefer 
ments to beſtow , and they have none, 
I Tir.6.3.,4.5. 

63 'Tis made a queſtion by ſome, 
which is better, the War that brings 
Peace , or the Peace that brings Wa? 
but ſurely , we ſhould endeavour to 
have Peace with God and all men,and 
to War with nothing but the Devil, 
the Fleſh and Sin, Eph.6.12. | - © 

64 Though men may pluck m 
heart 'out of my buwels, they ſha 
never pluck the truth (nor the love 
of it) out of my heart, - was the fay- 
ing of (and becoming) a Martyr, 

65 If the Word of -God ſlay not 
the fin of man, yet twill ſJay the Man 
ot Sin, 2 Theſ 2.3. and the man that 
goes on in fin , Hoſ. 6.5. 

' 66 God: made man to ſerve him, 
and he that ſerves God is a made 
man : for Godlinefsis the making (the 
enriching and exaltingY of a/ man. 

| A 
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A man is made for ever when be is new- 
wade, x Tiz.4.8. * 

67 - If Gods Precepts be far from our 
hearts, - his Ear will be far tromour 
Prayers , Prov. 1.28. 

. 68 Sleep, which is the Shadow of 
Death , is the Nurſe of Nature, the 
Parentbeſis of our Cares , Griefs, and 
Troubles 3 and Death is the Periodss, 
the full ſtop, point, or end of them all, 
if we die in the Lord, Revel. 14.13. 
The Refurrection -1s the beginning of 
a new Verſe , or Paragraph, yeaof 
the whole Tract of Eternal Life, to 
the Children of the Reſurrection, 
Jobn 5. 29. | 

69 Though it be a miſery tohavea 
ſinful heart , yet 'tisa mercy to ſee it 
lo;for Convition is the firſt ſtep toCon- 
verſion : and though there are many 
vile enough (as to their ſtate) ro be 
damned , yct there are but few vile e- | 
nough (as to their ſcnſe in their own 
eyes) to be ſaved , or to cry out, What 
ſoall we do 10 be ſaved? Ads 2. 


70 The 


94 Thinge worth thitking bn : 
70 Fhe Profeſiors of and Plend 
for merit , would be loth ro uſe ſur 
ments before 'God - is Prayer 
(which is alittle day (or the emblem of 
the Day) of Judgement) before God, 
as they do in diſpute, before Men: 
as, I am wortby for whom thoy 
{hould'ſt do this. Though ſome did 
plead it for the man,yet the man dai} 
not plead it for himſelf, as Luke'7. 4, 
with 7. : | 
71 There's not ſo great a difference; 
between the higheſt/Saint in Heaven, 
and the loweſt Saint on Earth, for 
'tis but (grads) indegree; as there is 
between the loweſt Saint on Earth 
and” the higheft Marr (if but a-Man) 
on Earth ; for'tis ( ſpecie) a difference 
in kind, Prov. 12.26: and God loveth 
the loweſt Saint, more than the high- 
eſt Angel doth love God. | 
72 When Chriſtians goods re 
fpoil'd and taken from them for 
Chriſt ſake , Men take what is not, 
but God what is his own : and yet he. 
will place it to their a&count, and re- 
ward 
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7ard them abundantly , if not in this 
ife, yet in that to come; if not in 
tind, yet in kindneſs , which is infi- 
itely better , Heb. 10. 34. Marth. 
19. 29. 

f Ir might be juſt with God ro 
make them go naked for watt , who 
go naked for wantonneſs; and to ſuf- 
fer them to be beſpotted with the 
Name of proud, &#c. who beſpot 
themſelves for the fame of beauty : 
and though charity command me to 
believe , that ſome women which 
hang out figns , will not lodge ſtran- 
gers 3 yet theſe Aock: Gueſts (as one 
calls them ) ſeem guilty ot tempting” * 
others to tempt them, Gez. 33. 14,15, 
16, Prov. 7.15,16,17. 

74 'Twere to be wiſht there were 
more and fairer proportion, between 
Profefiion and Pradijce 2 That mer 
would do as they ſay; and not only 
talk of , but walk i Chriſt and the 
Spirit : and not only adorn theme 
ſelves, their huufes, and their books, 
with fine, gay and golden clothing, 
bangings 


Things worth thanking on : 

hangings and covers : but that the 
would adorn the inner man with 
meck and quiet Spirit , andthe outer 
manwith Good Works , and by both 
the Doctrine of God our Saviour; 
for he is a very piteous Chriſtian , whi 
in words confeſſeth, but in works deni- 
eth Chriſt, Gal.4.25. Col. 2.6. 1 Tim, 
2.9,10, 1 Pet. 3.4: Titus 2.19. and 
1.16. How can he betrue to the Will 
of God, that's falſe to his own word? 

75 Wicked men do not only de- 

rt from God , but bid God depart 
| aig , Job21. 14. but wo unto 
them, when God takes them to their 
word , Hoſ.9.12. aud when they ſhall 
hear that dreadful Sentcnce, Depart 
from me ye carſed, Matth. 25,41. Sin 
and damuation have one Name, de- 
parture from God. 

76 We have great reaſon to. ac- 
knowledg our beholdenneſs to Ged, 
for the time thar is paſt, and as great 
to own or dependance on God, for 
the time to come 3 and are by both 
hugely and ſtrongly obliged to glort 
he God, Daz. 5. 23. 75 Think- 


” 
Smmmmm___. 
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Lake 
77 Thinking time, if well improved, 

y be ſore of our belt time, and we 
ay be in good company when alone. 
here is a Story of a Gentleman, who 
his Death-bed laid this one com- 
and upon his wild ſon, and engaged 
himto the pcrtoru;ance of it by a {0- 
emn promiſe, viz.That he ſhould ſpend 
ome time every day in retired thinkiae, 
but left him at liberty to think on 
hat he would : Being under this pro- 
niſe, and having this liberty, he ad- 
irelles himſelf to pertorm the one,and 


nto Wnjoy the other 3 one day recalling his 
helt ſalt pleafures, another contriviag new 
hall Wclights ; bur at length becomes in- 
part uilitive after his Fathers delign and 
Sin Wnd, in requiring this penance : He 
de-Winew his Father to be a wiſe and good 


nan, and therefore concluded his de- 
gnto be fo too ; that his 1ntent could 
deno other, but to bring him to cun« 
ider his waycs, and whither they ten- 
led, and what would become of him 
f he were not religious, but ſhouJd 
ve and dye in his ſin : which was by 

H 0 
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a divine hand ſet ſo home, that he was 
reſtleſs tillit was made effectual to his 
becoming a new man. Happy Com- 
mand ! happy Promiſe ! happy Per- 
formance ! happy Time ! happy Em- 
9s 1 happy ſucceſs ! Some-body 

ath a ſaying,that Conſideration is half 
Converſion , and that a conſ1derative 
perſon 1s not far, nor is like to be long 
from the Kinzdome of Heaven. The 
great complaint God inakes of men, ts 
this, that they are not wen, 2. e. ratio- 
nallyconſidering and refl=Cting on ther 
wayes, I/a. 1. 3. and 44. 19. As 7 
twere impolſible for men to at (infuty 
if they would ad rationally: ang there 
tore cal!s on them to ſhew themfelve 
men, 1/7. 426.3. When the Procu% 
came to hiniicit, he quickly went ts 
his Father. : 

23 When mcn {(osthe Apoſtle Pat 
doth often) uſe Hyperbolies in {peak 
ing of Grice and Glory, ir makes the 
nigheſt of them, but ſeeming ones! 
for they are 2 Theme, on which tis 
calic {ori man to ſpeak much, but 1m 


potlibi 
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poſſible to ſpeak too much, or well e- 
nough 3 there's want in the words 
that are, and want of more words than 
there are, to tel] us the All of Grace 
and Glory, Eph. 3. 12, 19. and3. 8, 
2 Cor. 4.17. t John 3. 1, 2,3. 

79 Of thetwo, Promiſes bind Faith 
more thay threatnings do 5 and we 
ſhould ever be ( as God is ) more rea- 
dy to promiſe than threaten, -and to 
perform them, rather than execute 
theſe, Pſal. 103.8, 9. 

8 He mult be of a very weak Uan- 
derſtanding,or very perverſe Will, who 
is ſo illogical, as to conclude from the 
ill practiſe of men profetiing a good 
Religion, that the Religion is bad 3 
and will not diſtinguiſh between Fatt 
and Faith, Practiſe and Principle : and 
ſo is he that will give way to ſuch in- 
conſequential reaſonings, as to con- 
clude from one bad, or ſome bad, that 
all are ſo : That becauſe Judas was 
a Traytor, none of the Diſviples were 
true, faithfuband honeſt, "Tis imper- 
tinent and abſurd, to ſay, This is their 

H 2 Religion, 


IS 
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Religion, and they are all alike. 

81 Conſcience is a Deputy-God 
(as Moſes was made a God to Pharaoh) 
1. To declare the Willof God. 2.To 
inſtigate to the doing thereof : And 
3. To bring Plagues and Terrors, if it 
be not ae , Rom. 2.15. 

82 Toſin i: humaze-like, to grieve} 
for't is $aint-like, but to perſevere in, 
and to boaſt of it, is Devil-like, Johns, 


44- 

» 83 Every ſin tranſgreſſeth God; 
Command ; but they who prefer the 
Traditions of men before the Com: 
mands of God, do make his Commands 
of none effect, 24:th. 15. 6,—9. and 
Mark 7.7, — 13. 

84 A man ray conceive more in an 
hour, than all the greateſt of Kings or 
Ewperours d1d ever enjuy 3 as Rocks 
of Di:mond, Heaps of Pearl, Moun- 
tains of Guld; but 'tis impoſſible to 
think what Cod is ableto do,orto con 
ceivew hat God will do for them that 
love kim, Eph. 3. 20. I Cor. 2. 9, 

85 'Tisnot the Faith of ſenſe,which 
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is ſceing, nor the Faith of Reaſon, 
which is knowing,but the Faith of Re- 
velation, which 1s ! 1 vINg, that the 
Goſncl requires, 14, 11.1. Johz 20. 
za 
" 24 Where there is not quiet in paſ- 
ve Obedience, the ſincerity of active 
may be doubted, Job 4. 3, 4, 5: 

37 Welſhouid look toit,that we be 
gracious; as well as vertuous, and not 
only be conformable to the dictates of 
Philoſophy, but of Divinity : We 
ſhould do. good, not only for others 
ſake, or our own fake,or Vertues ſake, 
but for Gods ſake. We then do well, 
* ( and ſhall hear it ſaid, Well done' good 

and faithful ſervants ) when the good 
we doisfrom the love of God as the 
Principle,”1 John 5.3. by the Will of 
God as the Rule, Gal. 6. 16. and to 


the Glory of God- as the End, 1 Cor. 

10. 31. | 2528 
33 Some men are fo impudently 
wicked, that though they take Gods 
Name into their Mouth, yet they hate 
tobe reformed ;- and becauſe God is 
H 3 filent 
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Glent,they think 1:e gives conſent,and 
that he is ſuch an one as themſelves, 
Pſal. 50. 16, — 21. that God is as 
much a lover of lin as they are : for 
Mal. 2. 17. they ſtick not to ſay, Fve- 
ry one that detbevwil,is cood in the ſight 
of the Lord,end he dclighteth inthem : 
or, Where is the God of Judgment ? and 
Becamſe Juugment 31 not executed ſpee- 
aily, therefore their heart is fully ſet to 
do evil, Ecclel. 8. 11. God is ſcarce 
known or acknowledged, but as be is 4 
God of Judgment,Plal. 9, 16. Now ſee- 
Ing nothing cliſe but Judgment will 
convince them, hence it is that David, 

eremiah, &-c. do lo often pray for 

udginent on the wicked , viz. that 
they may know they are but men, Plal.g, 
20. that they may ſeck tby Name,0 Lord, 
itbat they may know, that thou whoſe 
Nazc of vab, art moſt High over all 
theearth, Plal. 83.16, 18. They pray 
for evil todo them. good, and ſeem to 
curſe them that they maybe bleſſed: 
For fuck cur ſorrg s are not the 7mpreca- 
tions of their ſpirit, but the prediFiont 


of 
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of o0ds Spirit, to fignifie, not what 
tUcy defire may be, but what God 
threatens ſhall be, their condition, if 
they periife in their fin, and what they 
delerve for having finned. They that 
call for fire from Heaven, know not 
what ſpirit they are ot. Bleſs and curſe 
| not, yea bleſs them that curſe you, and 
pray for them that deſpitetfully uſe 
you, and perhaps both they will be, 
and you will ſpeed, the better, Matth. 
5. 44, 45- To curſe any perſon or thing 
pa/ſronately, is an infirmity at leaſt, but 
to dd it maliciouſly is impiety at the beſt, 

39 No mancan poſitrvely and infal- 
libly ſay what God will do with the 
Man of Sin, as tothe particulars of his 
puniſhment, or the time of it 3 nor how 
God will recover the World from un- 
der the power of Antichriſtianiſm : 
Tis to be wiſht it may be ( and 
ſome believe it will be ) by the 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, 
rather than by the Swdſdd of VVar and 
the wrath of man; by converſion,than 
by confulion , by turning hearts, than 
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by taking away lives. Surely next to 
fin, nothing can be more croſs and 
dreadful to a Chriſtian Genius and 
Spirit, than war. 'Tis ſad to think of 
fighting and d;ine, but jadder to think 
of damuing, | thould be very jealous 
. 7, and angry with niy felt, ſhould I 
find an inclination to pleaſe my (elf in 
the ruine, the death, eſpecially in the 
damnation of any perſon : and” I am 
pretty confident, that it it might paſs 
according to the Voces of good men, 
they would all wiſh and pray, that no 
one perſon might fin any more or pe- 
Tiſh for ever : and whatever ſhakings 
yet remain for this world,till the Judg- 
ment Day, that they may begin and 
end only in holineſs, and be managed 
with a meek an4 quiet Spirit, 7ſ4.2.4. 
Hag. 2. 5,7. Jam. 3. 13, — 18. 

go Iv iuvla Communion with men 
that are f11iners, and notto have Cotn- 
munion with their lins, 15 an excelent 
ſociable ſpirit To extend it where 
the Rule commands,and deny it where 
the Rule forbids, qualifies us to con- 
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verſe witti God and Men, 1 Cor. 5. 9, 
10,11. Eph. 5.6, — 17, 1 Jobs x, 
"91 If we have not been thankful 
for greot mercies, God may and ſom- 
time dot! r1ke them away, that he 
may bring; us to have a great value , 
and to be thankful for the leaſt of mers 


cies, Lam. 3. 22. 2 Kings 20. 16, 
— 20. 


92 The heart may be ( allowati) 
toucht and feel, when objects of*>, .» 
and grief preſent themſelves to, 3nd 


are upon us. God ahows ns to give Na- 
ture its due, provided we deny not bin 
bis due. Our bleſled Lord and Savi- 
our was ſenſible of ſuch things, Heb. 4. 
15. and without it a man ſhould be 
not only a Stoick, but a Stock ; and 
twould be no exerciſe or tryal of 
orace, if matter of grief ana fear were 

not perceived and felt, Heb. 12.11. 
93 God reſted not from his work of 
Creation, till man was made; nor can 
man reſt from his purſuits after the 
Creation, till God be enjoyed, Pal. 
| 73+ 
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73. 25. tecijti nos Domine propter te, 
mec acquieſcimmns donec ad te pervenias 
mus, (aid St. Auſtine 5 thou madeſt us 
for thy ſelt, O Lord, and we are not 
quiet, till we come unto thee. And 
' *tis only in the God-Man Chriit: Jeſus, 
that Gud is, and wc Can be well pleas 
ſed. 

94 Love is the fultilling of the Law, 
Faith the fulklling ot the Goſpe], and 
both-the fulfilling of Chriſtian Aeligi- 

Nt al. 3+ 6. 

2, It is as clear by Scripture-light 
thy.t Chriſt is God, as'tis by Natures 
light, that there1s a God, Roms 9. 5. 
P ſal. 14.1. 

96 Though they that write or ſpeak 
of the Holy Scripture, may decline a 
Rhetorical ſtyle 5 the ſubject needs 
but few of its Ornameats,as not necel- 
fary 3 and rcjects. yyany . as indecen- 
cies, miſ-becoming. the Majeſty of fo 
ſacred a thing, 1 Cor, 2. 1,—— 5, and 
verſ, 13. yet this great Apoſtle, that 
he might gain upon, became all things 
fo, all men,+as being debtdr to _ 
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wiſe and to the t1awiſe or unlearned, 
Rom.1 1,175.6 thercfore we find him 
not on!y c7/-ting {trenuoufly , and- 
contending carweitly for the faith, 
Ads 17. but ufiag a flowing eloquence, 
and the fi>wers of Rhetorick very of- 
ten, and ſometimes quoting their Poets 
t00. 

97 Through want to be deſtitute, 
or through will to deprive our (elves 
of food and raiment, is the one'our 
miſery , the other our folly , not any 
Mortification 3 which 1s not in deny- 
ng the body neceſlaries,but in abridg- 
ing it of its irregular ſenſual appetites, 
Col. 2. 23. ; Et 

93 Were the Scriptures ſufficiextly 
underſtood , they: would be highly 
venerated : and they that would keep 
others from reading of them, do (as 
Saul by his raſh adjuration)with-hold 
them from eating that honey, which 
being taſted , did not only gratifie the 
Palate , but enJighten the Eyes , Pſal, 
19, 7;,,=1IO, 
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AX 


103 Things worth thinking on - 


——— 


99 There's great clifference be. 
tween doing and being obedient to 
the Will of God ; the ground of Re 
lizious Obedience is , becauſe God com- 
mands thethines to be dene , more than 
that they are good in themſelves : Do 
ivg a thing becauſe molt ſuitable to 
Nature , or becauſe -it pleaſcth us, 
ſpeaks Morality ; but doing 1t be. 
cauſe God commands it, and to pleaſe 
him, ſpeaks true Religion and the O- 
bedience of Faith, Matth.7,21, 22,23. 
1 John 3.2122. 

100 When men have fin'd , how 
pleaſant (o ever they may taſte it , yet 
they will feel it lie ſo croſs and {cur 
vily in their breaſts , that they will 
take no pleaſure to look into them- 
ſelves, or be ſenſibly prickt and pain'd, 
it they have the hardineſs fo to do, 
Gen.4.13. Job 20.12, ---14. 
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Fourth Century. 


Any perſons that at firſt be- 
M lieved in Chriſt but upon 
report, are afterwards (by 
better acquaintance) brought to be- 
leve on him on his own account, Joh 
9. 39, —— 42. # 
2 Is it not more truly honourable 
and glorious to ſerve that God , who 
commands all the World , and will 
crown his cr nes glory ; than 
to be a flave to thoſe paſltons and 
luſts, which put men upon continual 
hard ſervice, and torment them for 
it, when they have done ? Hatth.27. 
HH nmuut Yo 
3 Two things ſhould be much laid 
to heart byus , the ſin of onr Nature, 
Plal.5T.5. Rom.7.24. and the Nature 


of Sin, 1 John 3.4. | 
4 1f 
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4 If we come to Chriſt, he will not 
caſt us out , Joh 6.37. but if we do 
not come to him , we caſt away our 
ſclves , Prov.8.35. Jebn 3.24. 

5. The Commands of G14 ſhew ug 
what our power vas , Wilat OUr duty 
1s, and what our prayer {141d be; 
Da quod jubes,Ccz+ jub: quod vis , Give 
us Lord to do hat thin cummandeſt, 
and command 15 to do what thou 
wilt , Pſal.143.10. 

6 The V- ork t Creation js called 
but the Work 0: Gous Clngers , 7 fal, 
8.4. or lis Hans at mit, v. 6. and 
19, 1, but the Wggk of acdemption 
1s wrought wit Arme , Luke1. 
51. 

7 The Perſons who are recorded to 
have been eminent in one particular 
Grace , have yet mifcarried in not 
acting according but coutrary to that 
Grace : As Abraham tor Faith , yet 
denied his Wife trom LUinbelief : Mo- 
Jes for Meekneſs, yetexcluded (ane 
ar for Patlion ; Job tor Patience, ye 
how Impatient e for though he ticver 
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did as the Devil ſaid he would ,, and 
his Wite tempted him to do,vir..Carſe 
God, yct he care ncerit , 1n curling 
the Day of his Birth : Saint Peter for 
Courzge , yet denied Chriſt , and at- 
terward (which was a ſpice of the old 
diſeaſe) he ditlembled for fear , Gal. 
s. 12. 

2 When a Manichee contended 
with Saiat An(tine X and cried our, 
Hear me, Hear me , the good Father 
modeſtly anſwered, Nez ego te, nce tre 
me, ſed ambo andiamus Apoſtelum, 1 
will not hear thee, nor do thou hear 
me, but let.us both hear the Apoſtle : 
ſo the Papiſts cry out), Hear the Fa- 
thers, hear the Fathers, but we may 
anſwer, Let's hear the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, who were the Grand and 
Great Grand-Fathers, Eph.2.70. 

9 Man-fallen is Man-lnverted , and 
turn'd clean-contrary to what he was- 
his love is where his hatred ſhould be, 
his glory where his ſhare. &c. He ac- 
counts {trictneſs a fin, and fin a brave- 
ry, Tit.2 3+ Phil.3. Col.1.21, So that 

we 
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we may exclaim as one doth , Good 
Ged! Whither is man fallen! at firſt 
we practice lin, thendefend it , then 
boaſt of it 5 *cis at firſt (perhaps) a 
burthen, then a cuſtome , and then 
a delight : but at laſt 'twill be an hell! 
as 1n Cain and Judas. 

10 They are both deceiv'd: 
(1) Who lay, no matter how we be- 
lieve, but how welive; and (2) They 
who ſay, no matter how we live, but 
how we belteve : The truth is, We 
muſt believe and live inthe Truth , or 
elſe we ſha!l not be ſaved by the T ruth, 
2 ihe([.2. 10,11,12. 

11 Gods love tohis, will not ſuffer 
In to Gepart from then, and their 
tear of hi: and love to hun * will not 
(uficr them to depart from him, Jer, 
32. 49. nothing thall ſeparate them 
troin the love of God in Chriſt , Rom. 
8.39. 
i2 When weare 11 Proſperity , we 
Sre prone to lay our hearts too near it, 
/-1. 62, 16. and when we are ja Ad- 
\erlity , We are as prone to lay It 
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two near our hearts, Pſal. 77.6, ---39. 

13 The fear of an higher Power 
in Heaven , ſhould ballance and byas 
them that are high in power on Earth: 
The greateſt men have at one time or 0- 
ther tet with their match , but the 
Great God never met with his, Fob 31. 
12,14. and 38. 3. and 40. 2,8,9. and 
42. 2,3. 1 Cor. 10.22. Ads 5.39. and 
23-9. 

n Books are a memory without 
uw, and memory is a Book within us. 
God hath his Books too, which will 
he opeacd : happy they for whom, 
but miſerable they againſt whom they 
ſhall be open'd, Mal. 3.16. Revel. 20. 
12, 

15 God declares himſelf Three 
Wayes, (1) By his Works to the Eye. 
2?) By hs Wotd to the Eare : and 
3) By his Spirit to the Heart : Bleſſed 
we the Eyes which ſee, the Ears 
which hear , and the Hearts which re- 

ive the declarations of God, Matth. 
13-16, and Lake 8.15. but woto 0+ 
ders, M(atthi1 13.13,t4. Kon. 1. 19,20: 

I 16 The 
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16 The New Creature is but a ſh; 
Creature , and though it have Con- if 
munion with God, it cannot be Ged: (C 
Divine it may , a Deity it cannot be, 
Let them conſider it, that talk ſo mad- Yg;, 
ly of being godded with God, &*c. 

17 An hard-heart is the Devils Cus 
ſhion , he fits ſofteſt on an heart of 
ſtone, 2 Cor.4.4. compared with Eph, 


18, 

13 A Wiſe Man may learn much of 
or by a Fool , but a Fool ( eſpectally 
the conceited one) will not learn anyſyj 
thing of a Wiſe Man, Prov. 1. 7. and 
26. 12. 

19 Though we have learnt to call 
and celebrate the World and thing 
thereof by the great Names of Grat 
dure and Gallantry, by the ple:fin 
Names of Pleaſure and Prettineſs, b 
| the affeGed Names of Honour and 
Happineſs, by the takizzg Names © 
Beauty and Bravery ; yet we do but 
miſcall and flatter it-( yea abuſe ou 
ſelves to boot) for it's proper Name 
are far otheswilc:: Vawity of "_—_ al 

| | col / 
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being it's firſt (Prowovien) and Vexati- 
of Spirit it's ſecond: and 'Sirname , 
' BY (Cognomen ) as the great and (carche 
"Ring 4ntiquary. found them to be, 
"Meccl. I.'n, 2. 

2» God will not be put off with a 
nouth-full of good words 5 'tis in 
vain toſay to him-Lord, Lord, by way 
of Profeſſion , Prayer , and Appeal, 
if we do.not do his Will : for though 
e may plead with him , and quote 
out many preachments, &c. yet he 
ul profeſs, that he never knew us, 
0 not then when caſting out Devils, 
#c, but will bid us depart as Work- 

of Iniquity , even then when we 
xetended to preach up Holineſs, and 
jcalt out the Devil and all his Works, 
atth.7.21, 22,23, | 

21 They muurn for fin onthe beſt 
Sccount ; who mourn for it as the 
orſt of evils; and herein the worſt, 
S'tis agaiaſt God, P/al.51.4. and they 
Vit do ſo, will mourn for other mens 
aw 3 for theic own , for they are a- 
Fzigſt God alſo; and it tay be fear'd; 

| 1 2 they 
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they never truly griev'd for their 
own, who can rejoyce at other men, 
1 Cor.13.6. 

22 When we make other mens ſins 
our own , they will make us fmart x 
much as if they were our own : And 
we may call other mens, ewr-othe 
mens ſins,not only when we command 
and counſel, or take pleaſure in thei 
ſin, but when we do not reprone 
them for their fin , and uſe all due 
means to prevent or to remove thelt 
ſin, 1 Kings 12.28,30. 1 Sam.3.13. 

23 Philoſophy and Moral Diſcou 
ſes may teach men the Art of conce 
ing their Vices, the way how tocy 
oft the luxuriant branches and ex 
ſcencies of corruption : but the Sc 
pture-Dodrine only teacheth the wa 
ſubduing and putting them to hell 

layingits Axe to the root of the Tret 
the very Heart. Moral Doctrine « 
| kelp to make good: men, but 'twi 
never make good Chriſtians 5: for wi 
are ſuch only by learning of Chi 
Jetus, Eph,yg.20, +24.) 

| 24 Ala 


— 


Or , Helps to Piety. 117 


24 Alas ! How often are many mens 
Vertues nothing elſe but the refults 
and effe&ts of their Vices ? 'Tis Cove- 
touſneſs makes ſome Temperate; and 
Ambition makes- others Liberal and 
Juſt 3 nay Luſt makesſome fo religious 
35 to pray , James 4.3. but they either 
ke and miſs, or elſe are puniſhed 
with the. grant of their own defires. 
0b what & ſorry thing is man ? how few 
© are there that know themſelves? how 
ET often are the aftions commendable, ' 
and not the man ? Well-fare fioplicity. 
and godly ſmcerity , which make not 
only the actions , but the perſons ap- 
Eproved , 2 Cor. 1.12. 

25 Of all the ſtore of Vanitics 

which are in the World , Eccleſ. 1. 2. 
Man is one of the greateſt, pſal.39.5« 
> Yand of all men,the Irreligious Atheiſts, 

"Yvbo (bratn-ſick that they are) endea* 


"Your to be worſe than they can ; for 


Fthey offer violence to the faculties and 
.Yinclinations of their own ſouls : and 
wiſh that with , and ſay that in their 
Jicarts , which for their hearts they 
'F cane 
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cannot ttedtaitly believe , Pſa. 141, 
ſo that though they may have a 
deal gf ſecurity, 'tis impoſſible they 
ſhould have any ſatisfaction, 

26 We ſhonld: be yery: careful to 
behave ous felves ſo, as to give al 
perſons occaſion to love its, At leaſt 
to'give none 4h occaſion: to; hate or 
deſpiſe us , Heb.12.14. 175.412, 

27. What an uneaſte and ſickly con- 
dition 1s poor man in ? f 


ull-of 1mpats 
ency and diſcontent | all about km 
Vanity, himſelf m1 his beſt eſtate is Y» 
nity, yea altogether,Pſal. 39:5; Wer 
rineſs attends nut only his labour by 
day , but his ſlcep and reſt by night; 
what of frights , what of dreams, 
what. of very 'fong lying , the man 
not at caſe inan caſte bed! | 
'28 The moſt laborious and principal 
fudy is to ſtudyones ſelf,to know of 
ſelf; how to live at home and converle 
Jlone : not only company , but Books 
ſeduceusfromit. Meditation is a largt 
and powerful fiudy to them that can 
ploy themſelves in it. Too many Perm | 
$1 otners 
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others more thai themfelves (as ſome 
ſtudy Humane Writings more than Di- 
vine) 'tis more ealie anda divertion 5 
and we being idle ſeck theſe things 
for paſtime , as if time lay heavy on 
our hands , and we had not imploy- 
nent enough inour ſelves, P ſal. 4.4. 
and 39. 2,4-+ 

29 How many different and all ve- 
ry poor things , do many-perſons en- 
tertain and comfort themſclves with 
when they come to die 3 either the 
great Name and Eſtate they ſhall leave , 
behind them , or the confidence. of 
their childrens worth, or the avoid- 
: ing of this lives miſchiefs, or the re+ 
renge that hangs over their heads 
who have been procurers of their 
death : ſuch as theſe are the wy 
tmforts that many men have. But on 
the other hand , how many are tor+ 
mented with the ſting of Gn and a 
f guilty conſcience, with the fear of 


17 dying and ſhame of living , or with ſo- 


lcitudes and thoughtfulneſs of what 
uieh will become of that and them they 
ers Il 4 ſhall 
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ſhall leave behind. Ah bow few can 
meet death half way , and welcome it 
4 a friend ? Surely oone but they who 
have kept faith and a good conſci- 
ence, 2 Tim 4.6,7,8. How few arefit 
and willing to die? Surely none, but 
they who are in Chriſt Jeſus , Phil.1, 
23. Rom.14,8. 

30 Here bclow there is no ſatisfa- 
tion ( for any, but diſquietment for 
all) but them that are of an heaven- 
ly. and divine-mind , who live to and 
hope to live with God , P/al. 39. 
6, 7. 

. 31 In the 0/47:ſtament , the Pro- 
. pheſies of the latte» dayes were of 
good and glorious riines ,- but in ghe 
New Teſtament , the Jatter dayes are 
foretold to. be apoltatizing and peri 
Jous; bad for ſuffering.and worte for 
ſinniog, 1 Tim.4.l. 2Tim. 3.1, 
- 32 'Tisnaturaito own and acknower 
ledge a God, Rom.1. 19. but to own 
ws acknuwledge Jeſus Chriſt to be 
Son of the Living God, is ſupernatu- 
ral, Matth. 16. 17. and to know ir 
| only 
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oaly true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
tebath ſent, is Eternal Life , and this 
only , John 17.3. D 

33 The very queſtions and debates 
1bout the Souls Immorrtality.is a proof 
that 'tis ſo : for.as none can diſtinguiſh 
between rational and irrational, who 
have not a rational ſoul ; $0.zoxe car 
liflinguiſh between Mortal and Immor- 
tual, who bave not an Immortal Soul. 
Even ſo the controverſies that are a- 
bout the Myſtery of Godlineſs, do 
prove that without Controverſie great 
_ Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 3. 
lo, 

33 Books that contain pleaſure and 
profit are molt likely to be liK't, at 
leaſt 'tis moſt rational that the 
ſhould 3 as profiting the more | 
bey. delight , aud delighting the more 

aſe. they profit : by this rule the 
Book of Books (the Bible) ſhould be 
moſt acceptable, 2 Tim.3.15,17, 

.34 How poor athing is man ! and 
humane life ! The Vanities of Child- 
hood , the wanderings and unſettle- 

ments 


—_— — — 
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ments of Youth , the Cares, if not 
Vexations of Married , the deſires 
and longings of Unmarried Folks , the 
diſeaſes and other ill-attendants of 
Old-age, make life a weariſome thing; 
yet few care, and fewer are fit, to die. 
We may cry out as he , O $olon! yea 
O Solomon! Ecclef. 11.1. and 12, 1, 
_ and 12. 13. | | 
235 Take man mm his acquired a& 
comptiſtments , as Learning, ec. by 
which one would thigk' to hnd him 
much refined' and 'hatmonized ; yet 
here he is «much-what as he was bt- 
fore, giddy, ſtraying and uncertain': 
There 1s no0'man, byt 'on examination 
and experience mult yeeld ; that-time 
or tnore exact diſcovery, hath diſcard- 
ed , oftetr diſ{-credited; if not wholly 
diſ-opjnioned his former opinions ; the 
inconfiſtegcy and ambulatorineſs' of 
the age oF man will evince it.' 7 Chitd- 
hood, the greateſt good in our opint- 
on was Play 3 then Pleaſure, ther Con- 
queſt, tht» Honour”, ' ther Gain ſuc- 
ceeded; confuted, and wore out m=_ 
other; 


') 
b, 
ta 
fo 
th 
g. 
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other: and it thete be ſo much of de- 

truſion and juſtling in thoſe opinions 

which be natural to us, how-mach 

more in thoſe that be acquired > fo 

that in- all condirions- from his Cradle 

to his Grave ( where hc muſt lie ere 
long) man doth lietle buf Alifquiet 

If, P/al.39.6. 

36 He that hath moſt riches ismoſt 
is debt , for he owes God,nop only tor 
what he is, but for more thawke is 
worth; Geer.33,10.-1 Chron. 1g; 16: 

37 He that looks often vwbeanty, 
s like to be troubled with fore eyes, 
Jb 31. 1. Matth: 5.28, and'((if he 
take not heed) with a ſipning hearr, 
for the eye not only affefs bur infetts 
the- header 5: as af | rſt , fo- _—_ Gra, 
2.6, 

38 We may love him or 7 horton 
wo much , . 'blav we can never bye 
them well, ' with by forwhamWweran 
be willing to ſin and: venenre to. be 
damned , or at beft to'buy repentance 
at a dear rate: for they' are woful 
2998 uk. thar' we 'muſt repent of or 
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be damned for , and ſuch are 2ll the 
pleaſures of iin, Prov. 7. 22,23, and 
$.7,—14. and 7. 24,—27. 

39 Ever (ince Eve (inned,the daugh- 
ters of -men (as. one faith) have been 
troubled with fits of the Mother, viz, 
Curioſity1and Pride, and I may add, 
they will never be cured till they do 
becomethe Daughters of Sarah, 1 Pet. 
3,1,5++64hTivp.2.9,---15.As the Sons of 
Adamare cured:of the bruiſe they got 
by-\þis. Fall , in becoming. the Sons of 
Abraham, Gal. 3.29. Rom,g.1?; -- 

40- Seeing we have lived bereand 
muſt die, and yer. live after death, and 
othexs ſucceed us when we are gone; 
we*are gteatly concern'd to ſend be- 
fore #4 very good treaſure, Afatth.6, 
I9, 20. 1 Tim.5.18,19. to carry with 
x9 a very good conſcience, 2. Tim. 4. 
6; 7. and to leave behind us a-very 
g00d,cxample, Jobn 13: 15: Phil, 3; 
17.1 Timm 4-12» - *1$11:1* 74 97 

41 ' Antichriſt is not only one that 
oppalſeth Chriſt , but alſo one that 


puts himſelf in the place of Chriſt, 
pre- 
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pre tending to ad for him , but indeed 
aQts againſt him. See&Dr. More 's Idea 
of Antichriſtianiſme. There were 
thoſe that were called Chriſts , yet 
were Antichriſts; Matth.'24. 23, 24. 
1Jobn 3. 4. 2 Ep. of John y. Many 
called Gods that were but Idols, and 
accordingly there are to this day them 
that are called Chriſtians in Name, but 
are indeed Antichriſtians. Let Papilts 
look to it, 

42 In tranſgreſſing the Firſt Table 
we?do fin againſt God, yet may not 
ſig againſt man ; but in tranſgreſſing 
the Second Table we ſin not only a- 
gainſt man but againſt God alſo: and 
In many caſes God hath ſhewn himſelf 
more offended with the breach ot the 
Second Table , than with omitting 
ſore duties againſt the Firſt, Matth. 
9.13. and 12,7. and 1ſa.1,11,——16. 
and always declares thens to be but pre- 
tenders to the obedience of the firſt, who 
are not pratiſers of the Second, 1 John 
3.17. and 4.20. andis molt ſeverely 
angry with/them that make the duties 


—— 
_—_— 


126 Things worth thinking on: © 


of the firſt a Cloak for their breach of 
the ſecond, Metth.23. 14 

43 Many men do not only .chuſe 
Hell, but purchaſe it, as Jud did z 
they will not inherit Hell, bat pg 
for it. They who (as Jada ) bl 
their ſalvation, buy their damnation, 

44 The Iralcible (28 Anger; &c, ) 
do more hurt than the Concupiſcible 
( as Love, &c.) Paflions ; theſe are 
indeed more ſenſual ; but thoſe are 
more Devilifh, Jam. 3.14,.15. 

45 We do not more need the zeal 
of generous Love, than the caution of 
well-adviſed Fear, which hath reſiſted 
as\many and as ſtrong temptations,and 
done as great things as Love , Gen. 
22. 12, Heb. 11. 17, and God that 
bids us love, bids us alio fear him : 
both are to be exerciſed; and they are 
then well employed, when we loveto 
pleaſe the God we fear,and fear todil- 
pleaſe the God we love. VVhom 
ſhould we fear but God, who can do 
moſt againſt us 2 ar love bur-God;whp 
hath done, can and will dq.moſt for 
us ? 45 Pas 
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46 Patience ts an excellent terppe- 
rate Grace, it was never 1njurious to 
any5 bur as it is happy tv 1t ſelf,. ſoic 
$alwayes langcent to others : ts am- 
bitions of nothing but Martyrdome, 
Jaw. I. 4- 

47 There is no valour to that of 
Chriſtian Fortizude, which bad rather 
ſuffer the greateſt injuries,than do the 
kaſt, Matth. 5. 39, —— 41: 

43 Nothing is unthanktul but evil 
Angels and wicked men: For not on- 
ly the Oxe knows his owner, and the 
Aſs his Maſters Crib, 7/a. 1.3. but 
(Stories tel} us of ) Beaſts of Prey , 
who have uſually no bowels of mer- 
cy, nor ſenſe of Juſtice, have yet a kind 
of ingenuity to remember benctits. 
Lyons have done ſo- 

49 As health conſiſts in tempera- 
ment, fo the beſt way to prelerve it is 
temperance : And tis good for the 
Souls health alſo, 2 Pet. 1.6. and as 
good health makes the Body, ſo a good 
Conſcience the Soul (and both make 


the nan) happy. 


50 Vain 
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50 Vain men having ſet their heart 
on an earthly Beauty, 1dolize it with 
a Divine Love 3 and we may obſerve 
them in their Courting,torun out into 
deifying and adoring Complements: 
which plainly ſhews, that the natux 
inſtin& and inclination of Love aſcends 
to a Divinity. Oh therefore ſet yout 
affeftions on God above, where the 
way of life is to them that are wile, 
Prov. 15.24. For as 'tis impoſlible to 
look direCtly upward and downward 
with the eyes of the body at the ſame 
time; ſo no leſs to love God and Mam- 
mon, atth. 5. 24. Col. 3. 1, 2. 
1 John 2. 15. Fam. 4. 4« 

51 Many perſons celebrate ind ad- 
mire the Vertues of them that are 
dead, yet cannot endure the ſame Ver- 
tues in them that are living, Matth,23. 
29, --- 32. and thus, Many that were ic 
envied while they lived, bave been Sain- 
ted when dead. | 

52 Somethat dare not make a trade I, 
of lin, will yct make a recreationdf 


it now and then : They love what 
| they 
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they do not. ( perhaps dare not) pra- 
dicez they are contemplative ſinners, 
and play with wanton thoughts and 
vilbes, Jer. 4. 14. | | 

53 The Covetous lire poor ta die 
ich ; bye what a miſtake and myl- 
laying :'tjs,. to lay, ſuch a man''died 
vorth a, many thouſands, when he 
left it all behind him ! he had been 
ich indeed, if ( in the ſenſe of the A- 
poltle, 1 Ti3-2.6, 18, 19.) he had ſent it 
to Heaven atore-hand * 'Tis; probable 
l: died the poorer ſor leaving ſo much 
khind hirr ; and indeed, no man dies 
rich ( unleſs rich in grace, in faith and 
z00d works, while he lived ) but the 
ich depart as poor and naked as any, 
nd leave their wealth ,to others, 
Tim, 6. 6,7. 3. | 

54 The. Platonicks ſay, that the 
Gul is like a Chariot drawn with two 
Horſes, whereof the one ( the Ratjo- 

Part Y.is fair and generous 3 the 
ther - (the ſenſual) deformed and 
relty : but its woſt evident, that not 
mly the inferiour Faculties, but the 
Supe- 
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ugkrione alſo are corrupted; other. 

fe the Inferiour could ' not dim 
them away. The mind is free, and can- 
not ſin, but from it ſelf, thonngh nrge 


and tempted by others : Net only fieh, 
but Spirit is filthy, 2 Cor. 1.7. And 
the Apoſtle prayes, that they mightbe 
fandtified, not only in body,bur inſou! 
and ſpirit, 1 Theſſ. 5. 23. *. of 

55 Grace is q Panoply or Proof-Ar- 
mour 6f Defence againſt remptations 
and troubles, Eph. 6. and a Paradiſeof 
alt pleaſure, Prov. 3. 17. 

55 The World to come is the good 
mans hope, and the bad mans fear, 
I Cor. 15. Ig. Numb. 23.10, 2 Cor. 
5.11. And tis obſervable, that theres 
no Religion, but hath inſtituted ſome 
kind of Heaven og Hell , places of re- 
rv and puniſhment > futable to its 
elt. | 

57 Gods Word for things 'is the 
Chriſtians Reaſon ( and ao lightheth 
both # ord ind"Reaſon; for the Word 
1s the reafon of Faith Y arid his Tefti- 
mony is their Demonſtration, Heb.11. 
| 3 
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z No mgts (' rt 464 ) faying ty to'be 
compared with Thu Ar ron 

$# Pride, Envy, 'and Malite, 'is'the 


Devils fin; and ſuch a inan as is: 
of theſe, is poſleſt as cally as. and it 
may be more dang! Por than any 
Demonriack, Johns, 70. "* | 
59 Every man fhonfg'be { fot God 
k) go reſpectet of pet ohs 3 for that 
tryal caty never be fait, where affeior 
& ſudg.attd furpaſſeth (as well as paſ- 
ſeth) Judgment, £ev. 19. 15, 
60 The poor mans detained petiny 
is a plagne a the tich mans purſe, Jem. 


$. 3 4: | 

6r The proad man hath ho God, 
Exod. 5.2. Pſal. 12. 4. The anpeats 
«ble mat hath no Neighbour, Luke 10: . 
29: The difruſtfu! man hath no friend, 
Prov.27.10. but the 4iſconterted man 
tath not himſelf, Cxke 21. 19. 
* 62 Tf we temper nor our affeCtions; 
they Co be ſure) will diſtempet us : 
bewate bf themzforwhete the wind of 


temptation 4tid My of corfupti- 


ont rheet ; "ris excetdItly ditigetous y 
Mat.46.16; K 43 3s Un- 
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.*63. Oatryed Yertues are doubtful; 
It may be, they that fin-not when there 
is none, would (in if there were ay oc- 
calion : Bot Chaſtity in Youth, as in 
Jeſepb'; Temperance in plenty,,as in 
Dgniel : Bounty in poverty,as inthem 
of Macedonia, a.Cor. 8.2. are Mar» 
tyrdomes without Blood-ſhed.. | . 
64 It may be ſaid of Morallity, as 
it is of the Airs compare it with the 
Heavens, 'tis a kind of Earth. 3 but 
with the Earth, and 'tis a kind of Hea- 
ven. Orasits faid of the Spirits in our 
bodies comptre*them with the:Soul, 
and they are but Body 3 but with the 
Bady, ,and they. are a kind, of Soul. 
So Compare eMorality with Divinity, 
and'tis but jcenſe; but with Senſuality, 
and 'tis Divinity, Mark 10, 21" * 
65 A Chriſtian, thould be ready to 
take up the Croſs, to bear the Crof,o 
embrace the Croſs, to love the Crols, 
yea,to glory in theCroſs;but ſhould ne- 
ver, worſhtp nor. adore the, Croſs of 
Chriſt ;. that's, due to Chriſt, who was 
crucihcd on the Croſs, 1 Cor, 2.-2. 


65 Many 
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66' Many perſons pray (as $. Anſtime 
confeſleth hedid beſrefii jury 
on)as it they were(notonly unwilling, 
but ) afraid to be heard: , and hear as 
if they were afraid '( or had no'mind) , 
tolearn, and learn asf afraid to do, 
and do as if afraid to'pleaſe:God, and 
pleaſe roo but out 'of fear, and fear 
more the evil of ſuffering than of fin, 
and are afraid of fin more as 'tis againſt 
them;than as 'tis agaigtGod,P/al.5 1.4. 
67 We have our 'wrizckles as well 
3% /pets 3 and if Chriſts watbing us-in 
his Blood doth beſt fetch autour ſpots, 
ſtretching us on his Croſs ofſuffering 
will beſt: fetch out our wrizck/es, Eph. 
5, 26,-27. Heb. 12. 10- | 
68 Some things God teacheth us,not 
by Example, but by Command (as a# 
bodily Vertnes, if I may fo call them) 
other things he teacheth us by Com- 
mand and Example alfo ( «/ /piriveal 
vertaes, 25 Love, Holineſs, &c.)- in:0- 
beying them we are his Servants, but 
In following theſe we are his children, 


Eph. 5. 1. Soon theother hand,there 
| K 3 are 
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are hins, which the Devil doth 
not a(t, but command (as Rjat, lotem- 
ance, Bodily fps ) in theſe men arg 
this Caves, Eph. 1. 2.; 2 Tiw. 2. 36. 
but other (ins he nut only commandg, 
but a&ts too ( as Pride, Envy, Malice, 
ſpiritual wickedneſs ) in theſe men are 
his childreg (2s. like him as apy thing) 
and nox the lels like him becauſe by 
ſons, but the more, Jeb.8.44.1Joh.3.10, 
69 Conlideripg every man his own 
and other miſcarriages , we may 
reaſonably conclude, that mans righte- 
euſne(s is by Faith, and not by 1og0- 

cency, Phil. 3. 9. 

- 20 Wearebound no further (asto 
our ſelves ) than tobe wiſe and harq- 
leſs, Metth. 10. 16. Events are outof 
pur hand; and ſhoyld be out of our 
care ( Chance is ts trouble only then 
that ſequd upon cbonce)) and. thelerwo 
have in all. Ages proved more. preva- 
lent: at the long-run , than proſperous 
ſuccefles z,wbich may ſ@amtimesbe the 
Dowty, but never the Inheritance of 
wnprudent and improvident perſqns, 
A *74 : Prov. 


| 
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Prov... 1, 32.-Belide, if theſetwoſeem 
at any time to be without Gods Prote- 
tion, they will never be without his 
beſfling , Phil.1.27,28. 

71 Our very will is adire@ ſtate of 
imperfeCtion, for it ſnppoſeth weakneſs 
if reaſon , and of love, to be at liber« 
tyto chooſe good and evil: Tis a mercy 
that we may chuſe good, but. a-miſe- 
ry that we will chule evil, Jerew. 6. 
16 | 


72 'Tis no denial of favour to us, 
but a gracious vouchſafement that 
God will ſhew us bur his back-parts, 
Exed.33.20,23. for wecannot {ce his 
face and live : all exceeding great and 
glorious ſights are but oppreſſtons to as. 
If we caanot behold the face of the 
Sun and gaze on it , but to the blind. 
ing of our eyes 3 how much more 
would it put them our, if God ſhould 
let out his full glory and light upog 
udand truly as that isa kindneſs to us, 
ſo'tis, that God will ſhew us but the 
back-parts of our fin, ( enongh to 
bumble us). for we could go more 

KR 4 look 
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look them than God in the face: and 
live : ' As God would altoniſt- us t9 
deazh with his(to us now ioviſible)gle- 
rious beauty, fo fin would fright us to 
death with its uglydetormity, Rowe. 7.9. 
73 Some tnen have committed fuch 
ſins, not only as they never thought 
they ſhould , bur as they have proteſt. 
ed againſt with abhorrency and ſcorn; 
witneſs Hazael and Peter : 'Tis good 
therefore th watch and pray , leaſt we 
enter into temptation 3 to diſtruſt our 
ſelves,& to behumble,leaſt Godſhould 
leave us (as he did Hezekzah)to try us, 
that we might know all that is in our 
hearts. There have been men alſs 
who have done more for God' and a- 
(ted grace beyond what perhaps they 
thought they ſhould, as Abraham in 
offering his Son 5 and others vho have 
ſuffered more than ever they thonght 
they ſhou'd be able tg endure ,' as Mr. 
Saunders the Martyr : ſo that as 'tis 
good to diſtruſt our ſelves, 'tis good 
totruſt God , and wait for grace from 
him to our ſeaſon? ble relief Heb 4:16. 
d Phil, 
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Phil. 4. 81,13. 2 Cor. 12,9. yea, his 
grace 1s not only 'ſuffictent for us, but 
:mablesns to act more good than we 
take notice of in many things : but 
God knows it and, will makeit known, 
Matth. 25. 35, —40. From whence 
we may learn this alſo, that the good- 
neſs which we ſhew to them that are 
(briſts, extends further than we think. 
for, even to Chriſt Bimſclf , as he is 
pleas'd to reckon it: ſo that to Heb, 
13.2. Be not forgetful to entertain 
ſtrangers , for thereby ſome have en+ 
tertained Angels unawares ; T may 
idd this allo , ſome have enrertained 
Chriſt Jeſus,thoughunawares. 

74 The forwardneſs of Childrens 
inclinations to fin , appears by their 
readineſs to act it before 'tis taught 
them , and by their early learning the. 
in that's taught them before they 
now what *tis : how caſily they a& 
pride by ſhewing and by being ſhewn, 
where they are fige 5 and revenge 
by giving a blow to ſtrike another 
with z and /ying, not only by denying, 

ur 
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but excuſing their fin, and pytting it 
off (as Adam did) to others y as, $44 
not I., *twasſuch an one : asthey are 
begot and brought forth , ſo they aft 
in the Image of ſinful man, Pal, 58.3, 

75 Thereis a kind of omnipotency 
ingrace, for it cftedts the reſurrett- 
on of them who were dead in trel- 
paſles and fins, Eph.2. 1,6, and not 
only Chriſt that ſtrengthens ,. but the 
perſon (through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
of him) that is ſo ſtrengthened cando 
allthings, Phil. 4. 13. 

75 How many ( alas!) chufe rather 
to be wicked,which is their (in, ſhame 
and puniſhment,, than to be good, 
which is their duty , reward apd glo- 
ry, Pſal.19.i1. Phil. 3. 19. 

77 Tobe wiſe below what is writ. 
ten, is to be but poorly wiſe ; but to be 
wiſe above what is written is to be 
xichly fooliſh, 1 Cor. 4.6. 

78 Contentment 1s the ray 
Ouivteſſenceof Happineſs , the Phi 
wa nach _ ws into Gpld; 
The Chriſtians Grace, which makes © 

very 
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rery condition good , Phil. 4. 11. The 
yor wan is richwith it , and the vich 
ney # poor without 3t ; This al- 
wayes makes a man as rich as he defires 
to and certainly he knows not 
what b asks., that demands more , 
1Tim.6,6,0. - | 
79 Where-ever we live, we may 
or opght to live well, though we 

er evil, There were Saints in Nera's 
Houſe, Pbil.4.22. And Antipes lived 
nd died well, even where Sataxs 
Seat was, under his very Noſe, Repel. 
2,13» | 

8 'Tis a clear, but a ſad gn, that 
though perſons fit under the uſe, yet 
that they are not under the power of 
Ordinances , while they abide under 
the power of corruption , Gat. 4. 20. 
Ezek-33+31. 

81 'Tis good to be civil to all, uſe- 
fulto many , known to few , enemy 
tonone, and friend to what is next te . 


none , to one , Or two , or three at the 
nolt, and they need be wiſe, for 


Though 


— 
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Though every thing may love, yit "tis a Yale, 'S; 
He cannot be a Friend that is a Fol, * 4. \ 


82 Many have wit enough to uſe, 
if they had but wit -ehough to uſe it 
well : or ſome men have good wits, 
if wiſe men had them in keeping : but 
il-ufed wit (or playing the fool in wit) 
1s worſe than folly, Ferem. 4.22: 'ie. 
5.20,21, e 4:40 

83 In the Creation God is 'a God 
without us; in providence, he is God 
above us; inthe Law, a God againſt 
us; in Himſelf, inviſible tous; butin 
and only in Chriſt Jeſus he is Immans- 
el,God for us and God with us, Matth. 
I. 23. 

2% The Spouſe of Chriſt hath the 
priviledge of being under Covert-barn 
ſo that if $ataz will enter an Action, 
or commence aSuit again(t the Spoule, 
it muſt be entred againſt Chriſt her 
Husband , who will certainly- Non- 
ſuit and Caſt the Devil , as he hath of- 
gen done : So that though the ou 


———— 
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\ethe Accuſer of the Brethren, yet 
'/ Weſus 'Chriſt is their Advocate - and 
Mis Intercefſions and Pleadings for 
ſign prevail more with God, than the 


"Wevils, Accuſations and Impleadiogs 
le, Wefthem , Ro-v.8.38,,—35. 1 
'Y $85 TheKing-Prophet David, faid, 
hit Jie ſhould not be aſham'd when: 
te bad reſpect to all Gods Command- 
nints, 7/al. 119. 6., but alas! 'of how 
many may we ſay that theyare afham'd 
0 have or to ſhew reſpect to any of his 
Command mepts / 

86 As Jeſus Chriſt the righteous i Is 
the Believers Lord ,. fo alſo he is the 


10 Ylord their righteouſneſs, Jerem. 23.6. 
* YI Cor; 1/30, 


87 Nothing but the wounds and 
te bloud of Jeſus can heal the wounds 
& confcience , or: a wounded ſpirit, 
I[4535. Luke 4.18: 1 Jobn..t. 7: 

83 Bleſledneſs and Salvation 14. an- 
wxed to many things, Matth..5, Heb. 
6,9, becauſe ſome can better, diſcern 
- ne. qualjfication than another 5 bur 


Woever will be bleſedor ſaved y uſt 
. + ring 
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bring his Ticket with him, oxe-ore.fl 
ther thing.40 which 84luation 5s av 
nexen. 

89 Tis an ul) fign nor to be chaſtgs- 
ed, and a worſe not to bearchaſten- 
ing, Heb. 12.7. a, 

go 'Fis poffible: for a tan & 
ſtrength of memory to remember all 
or moft of what he hears at a Sermon, 
and yet to be (for all that ) a forgetfa! 
Hearer, James 2.22; -- 25. | 

91 It any man believe , he know 
enough , as yet he knows nothing # 
he ought to know , 1 Cor. 8, 2, bei 
tenorant of his own ignofance : ti 
true we tnay quickly have knowledge 
enough to make us inexcuſable, Aw. 
1.20, -but nevertoo much to makeus 
better , 1 Cor.9.,1,2,3. 

92 God though he be abſolu 
Lotd, yer is pleavg'd to annex reaſon 
to his Precepts, that he may draw us 
to obedience with the cords of'a i 
Hoſ. 11.74. and atfo to teach the mr 
mighty ,- to rule by reaſon and'noth 
will only, for the &lmighty God dot 
to, Eph.1.11, 94 Di 
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v3 Divine Authority is ro ſway us 
ove our rexfon , yea reafon teach- 
&«h us that God is to be believ'd and 
obey'd in the thmgs for which wecan 
ſee no reaſon but this (which ix a great 
one) that he tells us and commands us 
ſo : and hence i 15s that the Lord hath 
f ſeverely punifh't mens tranſgretiing 

ve Laws of Divine Inſtitution, 
called (by the School-men) Vohintary 
Precepts : for in commanding them, 
Gods abſolute Authority , ahd im 0+ 
beying them mans obedience moſt 
clearly appears. 

94 *'Tis obſerved by the Lotd: Ve- 
rlam, that there was neyer a miracle 
wrought to convert an Atheiſt , be- 
caufe the light of nature might have 
led him to confeſs a Deity ; but. many 
have been wrought to convert Idola- 
ters and ſuperftitious perſons , bes 
eauſe no light of ' Nature declares the 
te Worſhip and Wil of God. 

"95 All thoſe things which we make 
ſo much of , are but Mortality upheld- 
by ſenſe and fancy , for a few minutes: 
they 
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they are rather ſeen than felt, court 
ed than enjoyed 3 and many time 
prove like baggage to an army ,  im- 
pedimentaVidorie , the hindrances of 
Victory, Matth.19.23. 

95 Some deſire to know, only to 
know,that's Carioſty ; ſome that they 
may be known, that's Vanity; ſome 
to make profit of their knowledge, 
that's Covetowſneſs 5 ſome to edilic 
and profit themſelves, that's :/dow; 
ſome to better others , that's Charity; 
but ſome {which is þeſt of all , being 
Godly Wiſdom and Love ) that they 
may pleaſe God. 

97 Only God is not taught by expc- 
rience; a'l men (both wiſe and foo- 
liſh) have it for their School-Miſtrils. 
God is ſo Wiſe and All-Knowang as to 
be above it, and not to need it': but 
no man ſo wiſe, .who may not be wir 
ſer than he is, and nune but fogl 
think otherwiſe. The beſt ETowing in 
in experience is to grow 1n Grace, an 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, 2Pct.z. 18. 
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$8 He who doth evil for a good 
end, doth religiouſly ſerve the Devil; 
and he who doth that which is good 
in it ſelf for an evilend, doth (what 
in kim hes) make God to ſerve the 
Devilz They both fin in the Name of 
the Lord , and at the coſt and charges 
of Divinity, Rem 3.8, John 16.2. 

09 He that (inyeth, and looks with- 
out repentance to eſcape Hell, ſepa» 
rates the end from the means ; he 
that without faith ahd obedience 
boks for heaven, doth ſeparate the 
means from the end : both pervert 
Gods Word and Providence, Luke 13. 
1, Heb.11.6. Heb.5.9. 

100 In Heaver 1s only reſt without 
abour, Heb.4.9. Revel.14.13. In Hel/ 
vonly teſtlefs pain and torment, Luke 
16, 23, and fin makes the Earth 
(which is a middle ſtate between both) 
vore like to Hell than Heaven, it be- 
Ig a place of foretravel, Fecl.1. 13. 
and 4.9, and 5. 16,17. 
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Fifth Century. 


I Artha's many things, and 
_— one thing , {cldom 
conliſt together , Luke 16. 


41, 42. 
2 God hath moſt uſually brought 
judFMment on the World , whea the) 
have bcen indulging their genus, and 
gratifying their ſentual and carnal ap. 
petites in eating, drinking , &c. Asin 
Noah's and Lot's time on the Old 
World 5 Sodom and Gomorrah ; 0. 
Job's Children, Beljhazzar, Oc. ve 
Iſa. 5. 11,12,13. Jerem. 51.39, —5j 
Amos 6.3,—7. Zach1.15. and ſohe 
will come again, juſt ſo , Matth. 24 
33, 49, 59. Take heed therefore t 
your ſelves, Iealt ac any tune your 
hearts be over-charged with ſurteti 
and drunkeunels , and cares of ti 
lite, and la that day come upon Fo 
ul 
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un2wares, Luke 21. 34. I Theſſ. 5.3. 
3 In all matters of pleaſure and 
joy , the more the union, is , the 
more is the delight. The preſence of 
afriend viclds more content than the 
ablence, and the embraces more than 
the preſence : ſo in oatward delights, 
thoſe of Incorperation are more than 
thoſe of Adhxlion ; as 'tis more na» 
tural to delight in our meat, thanin 
our garments , the one being inward 
won to increale our {trength, the 0+ 
ther outward, and-only to protect It. 
This is evident in ſpiritual joys and 
pleaſures, which ariſe from union 
with Chriſt and the Truths of the 
Goſpel, which are mere united to our 
Souls by Fauh , than by Senſe , and 
have an anſwerable joy , 1 Pet. 1.8. 
Our Union with Him and his Truth 
bere, is that our joy may be full , 1 John 
1.4. but our union being not lo cloſe, 
our joy is not fo full as 'twill be here- 
ater, Pſal.16.11. Matth.25.21. here 
our Maſters Joy enters into us , who 
can contain but little of it (quicqu/d 
L 2 7 ge 
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recipitur, recipitur ad modum reoipien- 
tis ) but then we ſhall enter into it, 
where vur fouls will have ſcope e- 
nough, and an infinite Ocean of joy 
to {wim intoall Eternity: Then Sight 
will be a nearer Union than Faith is 
now , and mere above it than Faithis 
2bove Senſe, and when we lee him 
as he 1s we ſhall be like him, 1 Johx 3, 
2 


4 God delighted more (in bis 74- 
d:t than in his Fiat) that his Works 
were govd,, than that they were, and 


theretore the Day of his Reſt or $4b- 
bath . was more holy than the Days of 
Working, Gen. 2. 2, 3. and we our 
{clves hind that a Review and Contem- 
plation of a goed Ath affords marg joy 
tvan the meer Affion. Let us there- 
tore when we have done a gavd 
Worl:, ask our hearts if,and ſee that it 
be well done, 

5 Our mutability and afleCting of 
Varicty doth argue our imperfection. 
That God, who 1s al}) fhonuld wot content 


as. 3s not more firange than true. We 
are 
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ate compounded , and all things (but 
God) are ſo, which ſpeaks both their 
and our defeCt : We are in love and 
purſuit of many things, and cſtcem 
not God more than Heaven and Earth; 
we may ſay wedo, but the lowing of 
Oxen and bleating of Sheep {to allade 
tothat of Sammel to Saul) our hanker- 
ings and honeings after other things, 
doth but too plainly declare, that in 
prattice, fruition and ſatisfaction, it is 
not fo. *'T will never be well with us, 
nor can we be at eaſe , till our hearts 
and fouls can and do ſay in truth , as 
Pſal. 73. 25: | 

6 Philoſophy tells us that the 
whole courſe of our life thuuld be a 
Meditation of Death , but Divinity 
tells w more , that it ſhould be a con- 
tinual Living to God (the belt prepa- 
ration for death) that when we die, 
we may live with God , which is beſt 
of all , Phil. 1.23. 

7 Though Believers are not (all of 
them ) delivered from the Earth of 


the Grave , yet they are from the 
L 3 Hell 


ih 
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Hell of the Grave , 1 Cor. 15. 54, 55. 

8 A man that 1s tender of his con- 
ſcience will never be prodigal of his 
credit; for as a good conſcience is a 
continual fealt, to give a man a cheer- 
ful heart, ſo a good Name is a precious 
ointment , to give him a cheerful 
countenance, 2 Cor. 1.12. Prov. 15, 
30, Eccl.7.1. 

9 Words receive weight from 
manners, and a mans ſpeech 1s often 
better believed for his life , than for 
his learning : 4A man may.preach his 
heart out , before he can preach any 
thing inte the hearts of the people , if 
they do not like and love him. As in 
Phylick,to have a good opinion of the 
Dodor. doth incline us to look after 
the preſcriptions, and allo advantages 
the operation of the Medicine; ſo in 
Preachirg (and Writing ot goud 
Books (which are a kind of Phylick 
for the Mind) © gond opimon of the 
Man doth much facilitate and help on 
the reception and influence of tne 
Truths dclivered, He therefore that 

would 
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would win the affe&tion of any, mult 
approve himſelf to (not their humour, 
but) their judgement ; and he that 
would prevail with their judgement, 
muſt approve himſelf totheir aftedti- 
on: for if judgement be prejudiced, we 
are not like to win and gain afſettion, 
nor if aſſetion be diſtaſted , are welike 
to convince their judgement. T he Go- 
ſpe], preacht with a Goſpel ſpirit and 
life , is moſt Nike to prevail with both, 
being moſt true and lovely , which 
are the objeCts of Underſtanding and 
\Will, and Aﬀections, 

10 God ſeems to regard and re- 
ward our ſufferings, more than our 
coings , tor he promiſcth a reward 
but according to .our works , Jerem. 
17.10, but as to ſufferings a great re- 
ward, Matth.5.12. a far more exceed- 
ng eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 
4. 17. and the exaltation of Chriſt 
himftelt is attributed rather to his Self- 
denial and Suffering , than to his dur 
ing , Thil.2.2,9. 
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11 The firſt thing that Chriſt com- 
plain'd of (atter he went to Heaven) 
as being concern'd for it , was want of 
lovero, yea enmity againſt his people, 
Acts 9.4. andthe nextthing, was the 
decay and coldnels of his peoples 
love, Revel.2.4. indeed he was a Pro- 
phet , and his words were true, atth. 
24.9, — 12. 


12 For a Concluſion , what I ſhall 
further ſay , is much-what the ſame 
as one before me at the end of ſome 
meditations of his, hath ſaid, wiz, 
How eaſie is pen and paper piety, for 
one to write religiouſly! I will not 
ſay, it coſts nothing , bur 'tis far more 
calie and cheap to work cones head 
than heart into goodneſs 3 to write an 
hundred Mcditations and Sentences, 
than to ſubdue the leaſt iin in ones 
ſoul. Be pleas'd alſo ro know , that 
tis us eaſte and cheap (it not more) to 
read as to write of Piety. And there- 
fore we ſhould both louktoit , that] 
write not, that thou read not in _ 

leal 
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leaſt my writing and thyreading,riſc in 
judgement againſt me and thee. And 
2s I think we ſhould not on this ac- 
count forbear to write or read , ſo be- 
cauſe of this we ſhould be the more 
conſcientivus in both, that we may 
profit by it, and give up our accounts 
with joy and not with grict. The cx- 
cellency of Divine Things 1s not in 
preaching or hearing , writing or rea- 
ding , praying for or profeſiing of 
them, but in having of and profiting 
by them; which is, when we are de- 
lvered to the Truth , taught us, 1n, 
by and froin the Goſpel, Rom. 6. 17. 
Titus 2.11,12, 


Conſuder what 1 ſay , and the Lord 
erve thee Underſtanding in all 
thinzs , 2 Tim. 2. 7. 


T 5 


BEAUTY 
HOLINES, 


Repreſented 


Ina SERMON long fince 
preach'd, but now enlarged and 
publiſhed , To endear Holineſs, 
that it may be beloy'd and pra- 
Qiſcd as it deſerves to be by all 
that profeſs it. | 


| 


: 


BY RALPH VENNING. | 
Zach. 14. 20, 2s | 

I hat Cay there ſhall be upen the Bells: Cor Bridles) of the | 
Horſes, HOLINES TO THE LORD, «nd! 
the Pots in the Lords Houſe ſhall be like the Bowls before | 
the Altar : yea every Pot m Jeruſalem end in Judah 
Jhall be Holineſs unto the Lord of Hoſts ; and all they that 
ſacrifice , ſhall come and take of then , and ſeeth therein : 
ond in that day there ſhall be no more the Canaanite inthe 
Houſe of the Lord of Hoſts. | 
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THE 


EAUTY of HOLINES. 
From Pſal. 93.5. the latter part. 


Holineſs becometh thine Houſe, O 
Lord, for ever. 


Shall not concern my ſelf at 
RE this time to conſider theſe 
IK) words as relative (with re- 


pect or retroſpettion ) to what pre- 
des, but only as they are an entire 
Propoſition of themſclyes, acquainting 
is with the xzoſt decent aud becoming 
the moſt lovely and raviſhiong thing , 
tie only true and everlaſting Beauty 1n 
his World and that to come 3; which 
I Holineſs. 

Holimeſs becomes thy Honſe, 0 Lord, 

for ever. 

For the more clear*and full diſcove- 

ry of what is contain'd in this Text, 


[ (ball obſerve this Method, 
F ir(t, 


— 
The Beauty of Holineſs. 


Firſt, To ſhew what Holineſs is. 
Secondly, That Holineſs 1s an a 
folute and incomparable Beanty. 
Thirdly, T zat this Holizeſs become 
the Houſe of God, and that for ever. 
Firſt, To acquaint you what Hol! 
neſs 1s, as to the true notion and na 
ture of it 5 which I ſhall not gathe 
trom the notation or Ftymoloe y of thi 
word, but from what the Oracles 
Truth &Geſcribe it to be. And that, 
. Negatively or excluſuvely, as tt 
what it i5 not, but excludes and ſtands 
in oppolition to : *Tis 1n the gener 
oppoſed tO: and excludes uncleannel;, 
1 Theſſ: 4+ 7. God hath not called wi 
wnto uncleanneſs.but nnto belineſs. ea, 
it excludes not only all hnirhineſs of the 
fle! ”, bur thar of the Spirit alſo, 2 Cor, 
-. 1. As perfect love, or a Plerophory 
oy ful] Allugance, caſteth out doubt: 
ings and fear, which hath torment: 
So perfect holineſs} ath no communion 
with, but calreth our all filthinels of 
the fleſh and {ptrit, Fpb, I. 4. S. Paul 


makes them Synonymuus and equiva- 
lent 


without blame : 
le prays, that they may be unblame- 
able in bolineſs. And again,Col. 1.22. 
boly, unblameable, and unreprove- 
able, are 11 conjurUion, T he ſame S, 
Paul tells us, that the reaſon why 
Chriſt ſo loved the Church as tv give 
himſelf for it, was, that he might ſan- 
die and cleanſe it, and fo preſent it a 
elorious Church, aot having ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 
might be hols and without blemifh. And 
asthis 15 the deſcription of the Church 
Chriſts Spoule , lo 'tis of Chriſt the 
Churches Husband, the High my 
that died fur her, that he was holy, 
larmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
inners, Heb. 7. 26. Welſce then that 
bolineſs excludes uncleannefſs and all 
lilthincſs, is unblameable, without 
ſpot or blemiſh, undefiled, &c. and 
thus far 'tis amiable,and a #zoſt becom- 
Ing thing. But 
2. Affirmatively & Comprehenſwvely. 
Holincſs is conformity to Cod 3 which 
&s 


\— 


4 The Beauty of Holineſs. 
1s not meerly or only a being ſeparated, 
devoted and dedicated to God, but 
anſwering the cnd of ſuch Dedication, 
Which is to be conformable and ac- 
ceptable to him ; for to be holy and to 
be acceptable, arc joyn'd together 
with contormity to God, Rom. I 2, 1,2, 
Sin and holineſs are contraries 3 that 
therefore being non-conformity and 
contraricty to Gog, this muſt be con- 
formity and agreeablenefſs to his Will, 
So thit to be holy is to do all 4 
ſuitably and acceptably to God, to do 
all things ergyworer & 37 wv, decently, 
and in order, juſt as God wou!d have 
them dore ; to do all things to glortk 
he and to pleaſe God to the utmoſt. 
'Tis true, that Holineſs 1s gradual, in 
ſome more, in ſome leſs 5 but where- 
evcr 'tis, 'tis lovely in any and in any 
degree, but moſt of all in the higheſt 
Degree. And this leads me to the | 
Second thing to bs treated of and 
reprclerted to you, vis. the abſolute 
and incomparable beauty of holineſs : 
and that 1. poſitively conſidered, 
which 
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which will be evinced and demonſtra- 
ted by (1x things. 

Firſt, 'Tis the Name of God; and 
2s his Name is, fo is he, The Holy One, 
Iſa. 57. 15. And how excellent is his 
Name in all the earth ! He is called the 
Holy One, and the Holy One of Iſrael, 
many a time over in the Scriptures. 
His Helinefs 1s himfelt; for to ſwear 
by his Holzreſs and by himfelf, is the 
ſane thing, as 'tis alſo to ſwear by his 
Great Name, Pal. 39. 3 J- Heb. 6.13- 
Ter. 44. 26:- compared, Now God be- 
ng the avnzga the altogether lovely, 
how beautiful a thing muſt Holineſs 
*Wbec | it being the Name of him who 
« Yonly is God,who only is good, who on- 

ly is wiſe, and all that is the perfeCtion 
- Nof beauty, and object of rv ac 

Secondly , Holineſs is the Will of 
Ged 5 and as his Will is holy, ſo his 
Will is that we ſhould be holy. S, Paw 
bids us in every thing give thanks, for 
bis is the Will of God in Chriſt Feſus 
* Yeoncerning you, i Thell. 5, 18. So 
way [ (ay, In every thing be holy, for 

M thus 


6 The Beauty of Holineſs. 
this is the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
concerning you. His Wordis the lig- 
nification and diſcovery of. his Will, 
and this is his Will, your ſanCtification 
or h:lineſs, 1 Thefſ. 4.3. And this is 
his word too, 1 Pet. 1. 15, 15, As he 
which hath calied you is holy, ſo be ye ho- 
ly in all manner of converſation 5, for 
it is written, Be ye holy, becauſe I an 
holy. O whata lovely and beautifulſſ! 
thing is the Wil of God ! He workethFt 
all things according to the Counſelo 
his Will, and ſo ſhould we. *Twas 
the greut commendation of King Ds 
vid, that he ſerved his Generation ac 
cording to the Will of God, 4@s 13.36 
an is for this ſaid to be the man #- 
Gods own heart, becauſe he woulk 
full all his Wills, for the Greek is plu 
ral, 4s 13. 22. Yea, our Lord Jeu 
Chriſt, who is fo often called The hol 
Je [w5. plorye d in th1s (be« auſe by it hi 
glorified hisFather ) liar he did, al 
wayes did, and delighted to do, t 
things that pleaſed him, or, which 
all one, his Fathers Will. © Well the 
4] ih 


ſmg, lovely and beautitul in his eyes, 
Holineſs muſt be tranſcendently ſo, for 
this is the Will of Gud. Sn 
Thirdly, Holineſs is the Work of God. 
All Gods works are worthy of him, 
and ike himfelf; rare and excetlent to 
admiration aud wonder : The Rule 
holds here (.operari ſequitzr efſe ) in 
this ſenſe,the work 18 according © the 
worker. It 4pebes's and Titian's Pee- 


ff ces were ſo admirable, what are Gods { 


If the works of the firſt Creation were 
good exceedingly, Gen.l.3Z1, of which 
Man was one of the chiet. and holineſs 
the chick excellency of Man 53 how 
much more the work of the new Cre- 
tion, whic?, doth mainly conſiſt in þg- 
lineſs ! He that hath wrought usto 
this ſelf ſame thing is God, 2 Cor, 5.5. 
Jind he that ſanctifies, or-inakes us h9- 
, is thc Lord, Exod. 31. 13. We are 
bs Workwmanſhip created in Chriſt Teſws 


wmto good works, which God bath _— 
Wrdeined, that we ſhould walk in them, 
_ Eph, 
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Eph. 2. 10. And put 0n the New-Man, 
which after God is created in righteouſ- 
neſs, and true holineſs. So that boli» 
neſs being the work of God, it mult 
needs be lovely. Yea, 

Fourthly, Holineſs is not only the 
Name, the Will, and the Work, but 
'tis the Image of God and his likeneſs, 
The Image of God is not ſo much in 
our ſouls being a ſpirit, as being holy: 
The Devil is a Spirit, but far enough 
from being the Image of God. We 
were at firſt created in Gods Image, 
and aiter Gods likeneſs,Gew. 1. 26, 27. 
And the Apoſtle refers to this, Eph. 4. 
24. 1N x? $oy Created after God, 1,& 
atter the Image and likeneſs of God, 
viz. in riehrcouſneſs and irue holineſs. 
Chriſt Jeſus is the holy One,and we are 
to be conforme:l to the Image of hiat}' 
the Son ot God, Rom. 8. 29. both in 
being holy, and in ſultering with him 
for being lo, ver/. 17. as well as in be- 
ing glorihed. If I may allude to the 
Art of Limning, I would fay, that an 
boly life is the Pifture of Gods, though 

not 
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not drawn perfettly and to the life; 
and I think the Apoſtle favours the 
expreſſion , Eph. 4. 18. ſpeaking of 
the Gentiles, that they were alicna- 
ted from the life of God, 5. e. from 
bolineſs. And as to the workers of 
iniquity Chriſt Jeſus profeſleth that he 
never knew them, Matth.7. 23. Sin 
hath ſo altered and diſguiſed man fron 
what he was when God made him , that 
God knows him not, owns him not for 
the man he made. 

Fifthly, "Tis yet more, Holzneſs is the 
very Nature of God. T here are ſome 
Attributes that flow fromthe Will of 
God , as well} as from his Nature, as 
Mercy 3 which he may ſuſpend and 
nor exert, if ſo pleaſe him , and none 
can ſay unto him , Why doſt thou thus? 
, But the Holy Scriptures tell us , that 
there are ſome Attributes which ad- 
mit of a caxnot be otherwiſe ; God, 
ſaith the Apoſtle , cannot lie , can- 
not deny himſelf , ſo caxwnot do wicks 
edly : Heis True, Juſt, Faithful, and 
Holy , and 'tis impoſſible he ſhould be 
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otherwiſe. And 'tis of clear obſerva- 
tion , that in the Holy Scripture, 4 
Divinc Nature and Perfetf Holineſs are 
equivalent terms. Bepleas'd to com- 
pare 2 Pet.1.4. whereby are givento 
us exceeding great ( or, the greateſt 
and precrous promiſes , that by theſe 
you might be partakers of a Divine 
Nature , having eſcaped the pollutj: 
on or corruption that is in the World 
through luſt. Here you ſee that the 
deſign and «nd of the promiſes is to 
make us partakers of a Divine Nature. 
Now comparethis with 2 Cor.7.1. and 
there the uſe of the promiſes is to per- 
fe holineſs: Having theſe promiſes 
(which according to St. Peters Phraſe, 
are the greateſt, for they are, that 
God will bea God and Father; and 
there's none greatcr to promiſe, as 
there was none greater to ſwear by, 
than himſelf: ) Let ws cleanſe our 
felves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
- ſpirit (which is the ſame with the 
Lorruption ſpoken of by St. Peter ) per- 
; feding helineſs, i.e. till we be fan- 
Ctified 
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tified throughout and perfectly , or 
in St. Peters phraſe, be made parta- 
kers of a Drvine Nature. 

Sixthly,Yet once rr ore, Holineſs is not 
only the Name, the Will, the Work, 
the Image, and the Nature, bur 'tis the 
Glory of Ged , Exod. 15.11. Who 1s 
like unto thee , glorious in holineſs | 
Tis his great Title of Honour 3 'Tis 
the Glory of all his Attributes and Ad- 
miniſtrationss it is the Attribute , 
whereby God is declared, to be tree 
from all impurity and imperfection : 
his Soveraignty would ſeem and look 
like Tyranny , but that 'tis holy 5 his 
Patience would look like an Indul- 
gence and Toleration of fin (and fo 
the World judge it, M41 2.17.) but 
that 'tis boly 3 his Love would look 
like reſpecting of perſons , but that 
ts boly. Holinefs is the ground of the 
Songs of Praiſe that are ſung to hi: 
Glory in Earth and Heaven, 1/a. 5. 3. 
Holy, huly, holy # the Lord of Hoſts, 
the whole Earth is full of bis glory; 
which is repeated , Revel. 4. 8. Holy, 

T2 holy, 
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holy, holy Lord God Almighty , which 
w4as and is, and is to come. This then 
that is the glory of God , muſt needs 
be the petfection of the creatures 
beauty, and ſo it will be found to bez 
for 'tis more to the glory of Angels 
that they are holj , than that they are 
wile-and mighty. Zion was called the 
Perfection of beauty , but 'twas be- 
cauſe of her being bolineſs to the 
Lord : the Spouſe , the faireſt among 
Women, becauſe ſhe was uzdefiled : 
and the Churchis called glorious, be- 
cauſe holy and without blemifh, 'Tis 
the gloty of Gods Sabbath, that 'tis an 
holy Day : and of his Commandments, 
that they are all holy : and fo of all his 
Judgements too. What wants holineſs 
cannot be , what is holy eannot but be, 
glorious, according to n's degree, 
Among all the things that have been 
or are tamous for any perteGtion, Holj- 
. zeſs bears the bell : and though many 
have been juſtly celebrated, and their 
renown hath been ſpread abroad, for 
their- beauty , yet this of Holineſs 
ECX* 
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excells them all. You will find _ 
high ſounding words joyn'd with 
beauty 3 as Glory and Beauty, Fxod. 28, 
2. and 40. Job 40. 10. Foy attends tr, 
but to ſee it, => Praiſe attends 
It , as 'tis ſaid of Abſalom , 2 Sam. 14. 
25, Excellency, Tſa.13.19. Ornament, 
Ezck.7.20. Renown, Ezck.16. 14,09. 
But the Beauty of Holineſs exceeds 
them all, and the reſt is as a thing of 
naught where this is not. That which 
may ſeem ſtrange is, you may hear a 
Woman and a 9ween calling it Vanity, 
Prov. 31.30. Favour is deceitful, and 
Beauty vain; but a Woman that feareth 
the Lord, ſhe ſhall be prais'd. For what? 
For a Beauty. Her own works (ſuch 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of , 1 Tim.2,10. 
in the language of my Text, becoming 
Women profeſſing Godllineſs.) Her good 


as 4 amp por her in the Gate. All 
the other glorious beauty 1s but s fa- 
ding flower, Ila. 28. 14. but thisis the 
laſting and abiding beauty , even fot 
ever, as in the Text, as in1 Pet.1.24, 
with 1/a.40.6,7. One rebuke of God, 

it 
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if he do but blow upon it , makes the 
moſt glaring beauty to conſume like 
a moth, Pſal. 39.11. yca ct its felf 
*tisin a conſumption and dying daily, 
But wickedneſs makes not only the 
perſon, but the beauty to be abhorred; 
Ezck.16. 25. There is more uglinels 
inthe ſin, than there can be beauty in 
or on the perſon of a {inner, though 
an Abſalom among men , a very None- 
Such , ur a Bathſheba atnong Women, 
who was very beautiful, 2 Sam.11.2. 
The glory of young meg. is their 
ſtrength , Prov. 20. 29. What to des 
wickedly ? no, but when {uch yuung 
men as St. John ſpeaks of, 1.John 2, 
14. who wcre ſtrong by the Word of 
God abiding in them , and overcame 
the evil and wicked one; fo that this 
ſtrength of Holineſs is the true glory 
of young men. And they that pride 
themſelves and glory in thicir being 
mighty todrink , woe unto. then, for 
they clory in their ſhame. As for old 
men , the ſame Text Prov.20.:2. tells 


us,that the gray head is their beauty 
bur 
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but when? for it ſeems to need an in- 
terpretation: why then 'tis a crown of 


gory, viz, the hoary bead , when'cis 


und in a way of rightevuſneſs, Prov. 
16.31. Sothat we ſee there is no glory 
:Nowed to any beauty , but that of 
Holineſs. We may conclude, as holy 
King David, I have ſeen an end of all 
perfection, but the perfection of beau- 
ty, that is, the beauty of Holineſs, 


which is as exceeding broad,as all the ” 


Holy Commandments of God. Holy 
David was ſo taken with and inamou- 
red of this beauty, which is the glo- 
ry of God himſelf , that he begs no- 
thing but this (or nothing like _ of 
God in prayer, Un 27. 4. One thing 
bave I deſired of the Lord , and that 
will I ſeck after ( hig heart is fully ſet 
and reſolved) that I may dwell in the 
Houſe of the Lord all the dayes of my 
life ; what to do? to behold the beap- 
tyof the Lord: a fight that patſeth all 
"i ty And Moſes the man of God, 
prayes to ſee this glory, P/al. go. 16, 
17. Let thy work appear unto thy ſer: 

; vanis, 
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wants , and thy glory unto thoir chil- 
dren, and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon #5, ec. The trathof 
itis, to ſee the glory and beauty of 
the Lord is a fight , not only worth 
praying, but worrh dying tor, it be- 
ing no leſs than the Beatifical Viſi- 
on. 

I perceive | have been engaged ſoo- 
ner than I was aware of in the ſecond 
thing, the comparative conſideration 
of holineſs, and yet I'mult proceed 
and make further progrels , to evi- 
dencethis , that nothing is worthyto 
be compared with her , but that her 
beauty 1s incomparable : There are 
many pretenders and competitors who 
are brought in by too many in this 
blinded world , to vie with holineſs : 
But it we will believe ſo clear, ſo 
great, and(o juſt a judgement as that 
of Gods, The beauty of holineſs is be- 
gond compariſon and competition. 

1. There have been and I am afraid 
there are (with a ſigh be it ſpokento 
their ſhame ) that prefer ſig before the 

boly 
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boly Jeſus , and ſay as 1/a. 53. 2, 3. 
There is no beauty that we ſhould de- 
fire him : they deſpiſe and reje& him, 
they hide their faces from him, and 
have no eſteem for him 3 but ſay as 
I/a.30.11. Cauſe the Holy One o y- 
rael to ceaſe frem beforens : and as the 
Devils, Let us alone, or away, what. 
have we to dowith thee? art thou come 
to torment us © thou Holy One , Luke 
4.34. Woe! and alas! that the alto- 
gether lovely Jeſus ſhould be thus un- 
dervalued | and that by them, whom 
he had infinitely obliged to ſcrve and 
honour him ! He had tor us alove that 
paſſeth knowledge, , ſuch as never was 
the like known , unexauipled and 
never to be. parallclled by any 3 great 
it was, like that of his Fathers, who 
ſent him into the World ; from and 
in the ſtrength of this love he came, 
not only to inake or give a Viſit, but 
to ſave us with a great Salvation, 
from ſin and wrath : and (ha)l not this 
man rule over us ? and be our Prince, 
who is our Saviour ? Oh diſ-ingentous, 
Ins 
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ingrateful, foohih people and unwiſe, 
thus to requite the Lord with con- 
tempt, ſcorn, and hatred for his Good- 
will! what ailes this degenerate wick- 
ed World? that they ſee not his glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of all Graces and Truth of Beay- 
.ty. I muſt confeſs that the Son of 
God did appear with many ſeeming 
diſadvantages to ſenſual and finfn] 
tyes; forhe being to take a journey 
into this World, where he was to taſte 
of death, diſ-robed himſelf of his Ma- 
zeſty and Glory, becoming for a time 
not only little lower than the Angels, 
but was pleaſed to put on owr Countrey 
Cloths , and came habited into the 
World like one of us, yea inthe form 
of a ſervant , and in the likeneſs of 
fGnful fleſh ; And though it were ma- 
nifeſt that he was God , yet without 
controverhe, *tis one of the great Mi- 
frerics of Godlinefs, that he was God 
manifeſt 7» the ſ{-ſ), 1 Tim.3.16. Be- 
ing tl:us clad in hjs travelling cloths, 
he was not known nor taken to be for 

what 
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what he was. Yet in truth this Selt- 
denial and condeſcention of his,is that 
we are hugely beholdcn to him fours 
if he. had not put vn this Vail , we 
poor weak-eyed mortals could not have 
ſeen his face end live, This bumbling 
of himſelf ſhould indear him to us, as 
it did unto his Father , who declares 
trom Heaven that he was his Son, 1n 
whom he was well pleas'd , ever now 
in this humane dreſſe, and while a- 
bout the diſpatch of this Worlds con- 
cerning. affairs : yea, the Father did 
not only love him, becauſe he laid 
down his life , but did put thy Cup 
into his hand , yea (and which is won- 
drows (range) it pleaſed the Lord to 
drutte him. 

This then methinks ſhould not be, 
nor indeed is it, either the only'or 
greateſt cauſe that the holy Jeſus hath 
no more reſpeQ or eſteem ; but alas, 
'tis from hence, that fuch men love 
their ſins more than their Saviour : 
This, this is the condemnation , that 
light, glorious and beautiful light is 
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come into the world , but men,too tog 
many men,love darkneſs and deformi- 
ty more than Light and Beauty : but 
why ? becauſe their deeds are evil, 
A goodly reaſon indeed! what (in be- 
cauſe they have ſin'd £ Will they love 
and hug their evil deeds, and with 
Ira damnation 2 Will they retuſe 
Salvation becauſe they have ſinned, 
and that not out of modeſty , but de- 
ſperate willfulneſs 3 becauſe ſinned 
they have , fin they will ! Alas poor 
enen! 

But T pray what is this in, that men 
are ſo much lovers of it? Is there any 
beauty or oomline(s why it ſhould be 
defired? Ah no! AsI would not, | 
need not call it out of its Name, for 
a worſe cannot be givenitz 'Tis ſuch 
a deformed ugly hag , as is more, odiout 
than Death or Devil. Tis. impoſſible 
to railat it, or to ſpeak bad enough 
of it; the worſt of words are too 
good tocallit by ; 'tis ſo vile and abo- 
ininable a thing, that zo Name but its 
own 5 expreſjave of it; and yet, 8 if 

rar 
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that were not ſignificant enough, the 
Apoltle, Rome. 7. 13. adds an exceed- 
ing to it ,, to denote its þyperbolical 
and incxpretitble vileneſs. *'Fis no- 
thing but «vue «nfs, Unlawtulneſs , 
llegalicy, Diſorder, Contuſton, Fil- 
tnneſs, Corruption, and every _ 
that adu.its of thc name of bad an 
evil. of odious and abominable, Tg 
good for nothing but to be hated, ſcoru- 
ed, and put to death. 'Tis worle than 
death, for 'tis the cauſe and (ting of it 
two. *Tis worle rh: rhe Devil, for 
was only in th:t made Angels De- 
vi's: ſo that rhe Devil may call it Fa- 
ther, more than it can call the Devil 
ſb, 'Tis not ovly the caufe , but the 
Hell of Hell , and if there were no 0- 
ther , *twere damnation to be a ſinner 
for as ſuch, he is ſeparated from God, 
ind under 2 Curſe 3 and indeed fin 
nd damn:tion have one Name, they 
Ire both a ſeparation and cdepartare 
from God. This alas , would you 
think it ? is the thing (ſhall I ſay) thae 
wicked and deviliſh men, and ſuch as 
N the 
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the Jews of o]d , preter before the bo- 

lineſs of bleſled Jeſus. 
| cannot yet give over, but I muſt 
tell you , that this (in which the 
World is ſo inamour'd of, is lo rotten 
a thing, and hath ſo ſtinking a breath, 
that one cannot come near It v. .thout 
danger of being infected : Who can 
touch this pitch and not be defiled ? 
'Tis infinitely worſe and more conta- 
gious thanthe plague, and we ſhould 
abhor the garment {potted with this 
ficſh. The face vt it hath not one good 
feature , the aire of it is gaſtly , its 
complex1on 1s {olike Hell, that 'twould 
fright any one that hath not loſt the 
eyes of his undcritanding : ear or 
meaſure it hath none, 'tis altogether 
indecent and unlatiable , and is never 
quiet till jt j:ave {ent men to Hell, zo 
mor there doth it leave them, but 1n its 
upbraids and torments is a continual 
fury and gnawing worme, yea, a fire 
that burns evecrlaltingly. Tis the ug- 
lieſt thing that ever was,and moſt mil- 
ſhapen 3 all the auxiliary 4r7 frees that 
CUR 
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can be uſed , cannot {traiten, it , nor 
make it handſome, It's ſo aſhamed of 
it ſelf , that it dares not appear 1a its 
own colours, nor own its Name : it 
diſguiſeth it (elf, ſorhat its Jovers lit- 
tle know with whom they bave todo. 
If. good were not called evil, it conld 
not be hated ; rf evil were not called 
good, it could never be beloved. If 
Pride were not new-naimed Decency z 
Wantonneſs , Afﬀability and Compla- 
lance 3 Covetouſncis, Frugality z Pro- 
digality.Generolity.ec. And if God- 
lineſs were not nick-named Hypocri- - 
lie; and a Fear to (in, Cowardizeand 
Puhilanimity 3; Holineſs, Preciſenels ; 
and Faithtulneſs, Folly 3 I ſay, were 
it not that the Names are thus altered, 
it were impoſlible, but holineſs would 
be greatly defired for her beauty; and 
lin would be houted away and ſtoned 
to death; men would take revenge 
on it ani! themſelves too, repenting 
evenin duſt and aſhes, that ever they 


lj were ſo mad to prefer ſin before hol;- 


xeſs, 
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2. A ſecond pretender to Beauty, 
and which is indeed a very -taking 
thing , is aCivil and Courteons Carri- 
age and Bebavionr ; | mean not ſuch 
as isover-nice and ceremoniouſly for- 
mal '( that's /uſcions ) but a gentile 
graceful demeanor , joyn'd with an 
ingenious affability and becoming 
condefcendingneſs 3; ah how winning 
is this! We uſeto giveſuch an one the 
the name of an accompliſh't, lovely, 
obliging, and therefore an obtaining 
ene any This way Abſalom ([tole more 
hearts, than his face raviſht eyes , as 
you may lee, 2 Sam. 15. $,6. but this 
1s not ſo much rv his praiſe , as his 
Treaſon is to his diſgrace. Civility 
without Sanctity , Ingenuity without 
Holineſs . 1s more pretty than preci- 
ous : forme call it ſplendidum peccatum 
a glittering lin; but I ſhall only call it,a 
well-atted v-nity,, an inlignificant ce- 
remony . ag handlom nothing. To be 
accompliſht to ſerve a Prince , and not 
be arcompliſh'd to ſerve a God . is no 
great commend to any man. To be 
| lovely 

'> 
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lovely in the light of all men, and not 
to be lovely in the ſight of God, ..1s a 
praiſe may fit a Phariſee or an;Hypo- 
crite , but will nct content a godly 
wan. | 
3. Holineſs excels , if co:npared 
with the charming and captivating 
beauty of faces. Alas, what 1s 1t to be 
fair as Abſolom, and celebrated as he 
beyond all others, and be branded for 
Murtber and Treaſon? Tis far from a 
glory, to have beauty enough to in- 
tame a Prince as Dj#4h had, and to be 
defiled.. as ſhe was. ?'Tis ſaid of Tyre 
that ſhe was perfect in beauty, but be- 


Jing lifted up becauſe of her beauty, 


God caſt, her down becauſe of her be- 
ing lifted up, Ezek, 28. (7. tar God 


"FE had purpoſed to ſtain the pride of her 


glory , as was foretold , 1/4. 23.9. 
Bathſheba was very beautiful to louk 


"Yupon, but her ſin was more her ſhame, 


than that her praiſe. | 
You heard before how this Beanty 
of Holineſs was prefer'd ,ang had. the 


"|commendation beyond that of the 


N 3 face, 
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face , Prov.31. 30. And the Apoſtle 
gives the holy hand, the honour aboye 
alt tTim. 2.8. A white hand, ifnot 
innocent ; a neat hand, it net holy; 
though adorned with never {o many 
rings and bracelets,makes no fair ſhew 
in the eyes of God, though lifted up 
to him in Prayer. 

4. The Artificial beauty (which is 
ſhort of the Natural) muſt therefore 
of neceſſity fall ſhort of this which is 
Supernitaral. T he Ornaments of Gold 
and Silver, Garnifhings with Precious 
Stoncs for Beauty , as 2Chyor. 3.6, 
Modiſh garbs and drefles , which of- 
ten bewitch and dazte the beholders 
eyes , and hath many times more beauty 
than the wearer , i8 infinitely ſhort of 
the beanty of holineſs. And therefore 
the gfory of the Kings Daughter, 7ſal. 
45. 13,14. 18 not given to her cloth- 
mg, though of wrought gold, nor to 
her rayment , though of curious Nee; 
dle-work , bur to her inner beauty, 


which is holineſs, fhe was aff gloriow 


within, viz. pure #1 heart 5 and her 


bea uty 
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beauty is in forgetting her fathers 
houſe, and in an. 7 1. her Lord 
and King , who would then defire her 
beauty, Pſal. 45. 10, 11. for ſuch he 
ſeeks to worſhip him, as doit in ſpirit 
and truth, in the beauty of nolizeſs. So 
St. Paw tells us,thatthe beſt ornaments 
are not broidered hair, or gold , or 

arls, or coſtly array , but modeſty, 
mefaſtneſs, ſobriety, and good 
works , which becometh women profeſ- 
fing Godlineſs , 1 Tine. 2.9, 10. That 
without this is nothing at all , but this, 
though without thart,is all in all : Ad 
ſo $t. Peter alſotells ns, 1 Pet. 3. 3,4. 
that women ſhould not reckon thoſe 
outward ornaments their beauty, bur 
the hidden man of the heart , that 
which is not corruptible, a meek 
and quiet ſpirit , which 3s in the 
fght of God of great price 3 and 
that's the praiſe we ſhould be ambiti- 
ous of, viz. which is of God and not 
of men, Roms. 2. 29, To be dreſt to the 
approbation and admiration of men,to 
be renowned for beauty , and notto 
N 4 have 
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have the approbation uf God , ,will 
afford but cold comfort , while we 
live and when we die. And therefore 
to declare the thing as it is, and to 
diſ-abuſe this wiltaken World , let 


me tel] them that they do bur miſ-call ' 


and flatter theſe .ſublunary things, 
when tl.ey attribute tothem , anda- 
dorn them with the fine words and 
ſpecious titles, of beaury and brave- 
ry , delight and delicacy , plcaſure 
and prettineſs, honour and happineſs; 
alas theſe are but great fancies, pom- 
pous ſhews, glittering and gaudy no- 
things. The roſineſs of the moſt ori- 
ent beauty , the whiſiling of the moſt 
ſilken bravery , the ch:xking of white 
and yellow dult, 4/45 gold and filver, 
the ſparkling glories , which tempt 
and captivate, the amorous , the 
proud ; the covetuus, the ambitious 
fons of men, will one day appear to 
be but the cheat of imagination ; and 
that they who have couned them, 
have jugled themſelves out of true 
mux%es , into a falle one, and have 


eſpou- 
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eſpouſed theinſeclves ro a meer paul- 
try . vanity 3 which if it be any 
thing 9 IS 4 ſomething leſs than 28- 
thing , as the Prophet phraſeth it, 
Iſa. 49. 17. they will hind by the 


JI diſappointment of their hopes, that 


they did but build Caſtles 1n the aire, 
and their falſe joys will end in true mi- 
ſeries, 

5. Holineſs far ſurmounts the Mo- 
rality and half refined Vertues cf Phi- 
lolophers. Morality is indeed a ve 
lovely thing in its kind, and is a —_ 
rarity among men; 'twereto be wiſht 
there were as much among ſome Chri- 
ſtians, as there was among ſome Hea- 
thens; Chriſtians ——_ more than 
they did , but they did more than ma- 
ny who are profeſt-Chriſtians. For 
this Chriſt loved the young man, but 
yet 'twas not enough , the one thing 
necefar) was warting , he Was not 
ſanctified. T here are many fine things, 
that may glitter , but be no gold ; 

ood inclinations, ſweet diſpolitions, 
ingenious behaviour, ſeemingly vertu- 
OUuUs 
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ous converſations may make a fair 
ſhew in the fleſh, and yet they who 
own them may be in the fleſh, and fo 
cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 8.38. A com- 
plexional or a conſtitutional meek- 
neſs, &*c. may be no vertue (which 
is a conqueſt over oppoſition.) Philo- 
ſophical Vertue, which they place in 
obeying and conforming to the Placits 
of wiſe men and diates of Reafon,or 

rforming vertuous atts for vertues 
is e , may befar from holineſs,which 
15 as I clear'd above , a conformity to 
the will of God , as ſuch, (/#b i#tui- 
tn divine voluntatis) with reſpe@ to 
his will and an eye to his glory. Edu. 
cation, Art and Prudence may and do 
oblige to and produce effedts very re- 
ſembling and like to them that are re- 


Iigious 3 but the ſweeteſt innocency- 


and molt glorious as, if not the re- 
fulr and effect of union with Chriſt 
and the love of God , will profit no- 
thing, t Cor. 13. 1,2,3. Though ſuch 
perſons may ſeem too good to go to 
Hell , yet without holineſs, they will 

not 
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not be found good enough ro goto 
Heaven : but the perſon may be con- 
demnable , when the a&s maybe, by 
themſelves conſidered , capable of 
commendatiun. See Matth. 7. 21, 22, 
23 


Yet again as to this head, To teach 
or learns Moral Vertues apart from 
Chriſt , is to have them apart from 
Heaven : they are indeed required of 
and. to be prattis'd by Chriſtians , but 
ſo is more than they; and they, as 
ſpringing from the tountain, direfted 


by the rule, and terminated. in the 
glory of God in Chriſt ; Otherwiſe 
though we learn to conceal or difguife 
Ungodlineſs , we ſhall never learn to 
be godly , and every thing but being 
and living codly in Chrift Jeſus, leaves 
us under the firſt Covenant , which it 
rooweak, to ſave us, Philoſophy and 
Morality may make us civil and good 
men , but they will never make us ho- 
ly and good Chriſtians. And as Dofor 
M. Cauſabon well obſerves , Chritt- 
leſs diſcourſes are to little Ae © 

rac 
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the truth is (ſaith be) the conſiderati- 
on of Chriſt Jaid aide, though good 
language , and excellency of wit may 
go far with ſome men to perſwade, and 
with all or molt a og and delight; 
yet bafe vertue of it (elf, all things 
ſoberly conſidered, will prove gene- 
rally but a weak plea, and (as Brutus 
at his death is ſaid to have ber oan'd 
himſelt) rather a Naine,or Word, than 
reality. 

6. and Laſtly, The Beauty of holineſs 
ar exceeds andexce/sPhariſaical righ- 
teouſneſs. T hePbhgriſees,it you would 
take their word, and believe of them 
as they conceited of themſelves, were 
righteous more . than others 3; and 
. therefore deſpiſed others , and bid 
them ſtand atar off, as unclean in con- 
pariſon of them the more holy z but 
theſe were no incenſe, only ſmoak 1n 
the noſtrils of God. Thcy had ſo ob- 
tain'd upen the credulous and ealily 
deluded Vulyar.that they allo thought 
them Godsdarlings and favourites, in 
ſo much that 'twas Proverbial among 


the 


PTY mw — > }_a= an_ wn e_——— 23 Ci ond oa 2 


a— a. CO I—_R «a _ *% 


__ The Beauty of Holineſs. 33 
the many, That if but two went to Hea- 
ven, the one would be a Phariſee. Our 
Saviour acknowledgeth, that to) weak 
and dim-fighted eyes they did appear 
beautiful, = to him who had an all- 
ſeeing eye, they were the moſt errant 
Hypoerrtes in the world, a Generation 
ot Vipers,that could not without 4 mi- 
racle eſcape the damnation of Hell. 
And therefore he tells hisDiſciples and 
all others moſt aſluredly, Afatth.5.20. 
That except their Righteonſneſs exceed 
that of the Scribes and Phariſees, they 
tan bu no caſe enter into the Kingdome 
of Heaven ; no, in nowiſe, 'tis impotlt- 
ble. 

It will be worth our while to take 

a more particular view of thetr over- 
much or excethive, and yet defeQive 
riphteouſnels, 1. They were great Pro- 
feſſors of Religion, but were more 10 
in words than works; for though they 
did in words conteſs , yet in works 
they did deny God and Godhlineſs, as 
Matth. 2. 3, 4. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees lit in Moſes Seat, Al therefore 
what- 
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mhatſoever they bid you obſerve, that 
ye obſerve and do; but ds not after 
their works, for they ſay and do not : 
They bind heavy burdens, and griey- 
ous to be born, and ky them on other 
mens ſhoulders, but they themſelves 
will not touch them with one of their 
Fingers, And what they do, 'tis in hy- 
pocriſie, for all their works they do to 
be ſeen of men. 2., Of all the Seds 
(for there were many) they were the 
moſt preciſe, ſlrif, and exqui{tte. As 
wt be Was Once fee num- 
ber, Joth confeſs, As 26. 45. And 
'twas for this that they were {o much 
admired; not for their Learning, their 
Wit, or Eloquencc,but for their righ- 
teouſnels, yet this is the thing our Sa- 
viour cenſures and condemns in them, 

and on great and juſt cauſes. For, 
Firſt, '7 was but external and in ap- 
pearance. They were like whited or 
Tm Sepulchres, which appear 
autiful outwardzbut were like them 
within too, for they were rotten and 
filthy, full of hypocrilie and iniquity, 
HMatth. 
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Matth, 23. 27, 28. And thereforc-our 
Saviour faith unto them, Lake 15. Te 
cre they which juſtifie your ſelves before 
men, but God knows your hearts, and 
that your appearing righteouſneſs , 
which is but in ſhew, though it be 
highly eſteemed among men,is an abo- 
mination in the ſ1ght of God. . 
Secondly, 'I'was but their own Righ- 
teouſneſs, which is of the Law,not t hat 
which ts through the Faith of Chriſt, 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
Faith, Thus the ſame Apoltle tells us, 
Phil. 3. Tonching the Law, ſaith he, 1 
was a Phariſee, verl. 5. and as to the 
righteouſneſs which is in theLaw,blame- 
leſs, verl. 6, and yet counted this but 
loſs and dung, v. 3. that he might win 
Chriſt, and be tound in him, not hav- 
ing his own Legal righteouſneſs , 
(which was all be had as a Phariſce,and 
was all that the Phariſees had ) but 
that he might have the righteouſneſs 
which is through Faith; for without 
that,which infinitely exceeds the other 
of theScribes and Phariſces,he belicv'd 
what 
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what vur Savivur laid, That he could 
not enter tuto heaven, or be ſaved. 
Yer, 

Thirdly, Th? Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees was but accord» 
ing to the outſide and Letter of th: Law, 
as Matth, 5. our Saviour glves us to 
underſtand. It they did not aCtuall 
imurther, or commit adultery, cauſlels 
anger and Juſting after a woman in 
their heart,were to them no tranſgreſ- 
tous of the Law. They had the Law 
in thcir hands and mouth, but not in 
their l;eart : but they arethe people that 
know righteouſneſs, the people in whoſe 
heart my L.w i:,laiththe Lord, tſa. 51, 
7. And thereforc our. Saviour reflects 
this upon them with a woe, in Matth. 
23. 25. Te make clean the outſide of 
the Cup andthe Platter.but within they 
are full of extortion and exceſs. Mens 
Logis oft Eex , the meaning of the 
Law i: the Law 3 but this they had no 
mind to. 

Fourthly.Their righreon [neſs as tothe 
Law, was but an obſervance of ſome if 
Ihe 
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the Commandments of God, for many 
of them they did tranſgreſs, as our Sa- 
viour taxeth them, Matth. 15.3. but 
then 'tis that we ſhall not be aſhamed, 
when we have reſpect to all the Com- 
mandmentsof God , P/ſal. 119.6. and 
xe like that renowned pair , Zachary 
and Elizabeth , Luke 1.6. who were 
both rightequs in the-light of God , 
walking in all, the Commandements 
aad Ordinances of God without 
blame. Yea, ; 

, Fifthly , The Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Pharitees as to the Law, 
was placed in Rituals and Poſitivesthe 
lefler things of the Law , and that 
with neglect of the real and molt 
weighty things 3 as as clear from 
what our Saviour reprehendsand al- 
moſt curſes them for , Matth. 23. 23, 
IVoe to you Scribes and Phariſees, Hy- 
pocrites 5 for ye pay tythe of Mint, 
Annis and Cummin , but have omitted. 
the weightier matters of the Law, 
Judgement, Mercy, Faith, and (Luke 
11.42.) the Love of "i theſe ought 


ye 
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ye to have done, and not ts -leavethe 
other undone, They were moſt un- 
conſcionably unjuſt and oppreſſive 
while they pretended conſcience : an 
thought that theſe little ceremonial 
obſervances would make amends for 
all thetr greater wickedneſs and villa- 
nies. | 
Sixthly and laſtly , as 'tothis head, 
Their conformity was not ſo much to the 
Law, 4s to their and their Blders Gloſ- 
ſes npon and Interpretation of the Law. 
I confeſs at ſuch ealie and cheap rates 
men may paſs for blamelefs ( as blaſ- 
phemous and injurious $axl did) and 
be pretenders to , yea profeſſors of 
perfection : They owned the Scrip- 
tures', but prefer'd the Traditions of 
the Elders (as the Papiſis do uuwritter 
ones) beforethem : And 1% the Rona- 
niſts advance the Dictates of Pope and 
Councils before the written Word of 
God + to theſe -wuicd to tay , that the 
words of the wile, had more in them 
than the words of the Eaw. For this 
our Saviour takes them vp —_— 
an 


\ 4 


The Beanty of Holineſs. 3g 
ind tebukes them — 
deſerved; Aatth: 15. an 
kriow', thar' thereby they did worſe 
than tran{greſs, fer they-made voidthe 
Commands of God , | aud reader'd 
them of litth ufe and none effect ; 
Te Hypocriter, well did: B/ai#s prophe> 
fie of youand your ill doing, ſaying, 
This people draweth nigh mewith their 
month, and bonoareth ne with their 
lips, but therr beart is far from me; and 
in vain de they worſhip\me , teaching 
for | DoBtvines the commundments of 
mis. Thus we fee that the whole 
frame of theſe mens Religion , was 
more of their own deviling and fatbi- 
oning , than in conforming to the In- 
ſtiturions and Commandments of 


fer "God, and was indeed but an Apifh- 


94 - 
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mockery of the true aud ſound Religi- 
on. Except therefore your righteonſ- 
meſs exceed, Ec. 

But to proceed : 3. They were very 


Orthodox and ſound in many of their 


Tenets beyond the Sadduces , &c. 
They held the Immortality of the 
Q 2 gJoul, 
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Soul , and -Refurreftion of the Body 
but lived fo ſenſually as 1f neither 
weretrue; and as if theyyprefer'd the 
uppermoſt rooms at a feaſt, before the 
 & m and Glory of Heaven, They 
held, That there was One and but 
One God, and were right as to pure 
Deiſme, but God in Chriſt they could 
not bear; 'twas beyond thetr patience 
to hear of Chriſt to be - the Son of 
God; and though 'twere for life, yet 
they would not come to him. Now 
'tis not eternal life to know the only 
trace God, unleſs we know! the Jeſus 
Chriſt whum he hath ſent}, Joh: 17.7. 
And the excellency of knowing Chriſt, is 
to know him ſoasto be forind in him, 
to have communion with him, and be 
made conformable to him. If we will 
believe St. Paul, Phil. 2. He thatthus 
hath the Son, bath life 5 and he that 
hath not the Son, hath net life, 1 John 
I T3. 200 that bcl:evetb on the Son, 
ath everlaſting life , and be that belie- 
weth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but 
the wrath of Gort abideth on him , 
of John 
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mu 3. 36,, He was a child of, wrath 

Nature, . and if he believe not in 

the Son of God, he is ſtill a child of 

wrath , and liable to condemnati- 
ON. | 

But to make haſte with the reſt of 
their CharaGters., They were mech and 
long in prayer ; but though they cal- 
led often on his Name, they departed 
not from. iniquity 3 but went from 
their prayers to thcir fins, yea, made 
their prayers but for. theig kns ſake , 
and for a pretence, that they might 
the more glibly ſwallow down and de- 
vour ( the hard to be digeſted ) W1- 
dows-houſes , Matth.23. Their pray- 
ers were but a ſhew, they ſinned in the 
Name of the Lord, and at the coſt 
aud charges of Divinity , wretches 
that they were. 

They did not onlypray, but ff f003 
they had learnt the Art of making ſag 
and ſowre faces, and of hanging down 
the head like a bulruſh ; yea,they pre- 
tended to be ſo expert at and aboun- 
dant in it, as if this more than any 

Q 3: thing 
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thing elſe were their Maſter-piece, 
and ſuper-errogating (1 might ſay ſ#- 
per-arrogant) excellency : they do not 
only plead it with God , as an argu-« 
ment , Luke 18. 12. but as a merit; 
Tſa. 58. 3. as if they deſerved a 
Feaſt in Heaven, for their faſting on 
Earth, 

To their Fafting and Prayer,they ad- 
ded Almes alſo:and that it might not be 
an unknown charity , (thouph God and 
the poor be the beſt witneſſes and e- 
ongh ) they ſounded a — and 
were not content that their left hand 
knew what their right hand did , un- 
leſs it were alſo ſeen of men , which 
they minded much more than doing 
good , Matth. 6. 1, 2. for they were 
extreamly covetous ( rhirh no piows 
man is charged with or ſound guilty of 
in all the Scripture) yet as covetous as 
xhey were , they were more ambiti- 
ons , and parted with money, that 
they might have a reward of praiſe 
and g)ory from men. 


Zea* 
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Zealohs they were too (beyond all 
reaſon and religion) for the Sabbath 3 
but concern'd themſelves more for ap 
Oxe or an Aſſe, than for the health of 
mens bodies, or the ſaving-bealth of 
mens ſouls, whichis an undeniable e- 
vidence of their hypocrifie , Lake 13. 
15, 86, &c. yet to dothem right, and 
to give thele Devils their due , tbey+ 
took, great pains to.wake Proſelites , 
for they compaſs Sea and Land ($4- 
tars-walk , as the late learned Biſhop 
Hall callsit , on this very place 'agd 
occaſion) not to convert. men to-Gud, 
but to make a party of them tothem- 
ſelves, and a prey tothe Devil z and 
did nothing but undo themſelves, and 


'S to make their Proſelites two-fold 
& {| morethechildren of Hell thanthem- 
of ſelves, Matth.23.15. 


Thus I have endeavoured to clear 
upthe Beauty of per mg , and do a- 
vow it agaiaſt all gain-{ayers to þe in- 
comparable. You cannot but from ll 
this learn to believe, that all. pleaſures 
without holineſs are but griefs3 aud 

Oa4 the 
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the pleaſures of {in will be found fo, 
either in repenting of , or being dam- 
ned for them : That all profit withos} 
bolineſs is but loſs 3 for what will 'ix 
profit a man to gain the World, and (He 
that pays bur a fin for it buys it tog 
dear, for he wrongs and'is in danget) 
to loſe bis ſoul? Honour without boli. 
meſs will end; and that in diſgrace, 
Civility, Gentility, Morality, Phari- 
ſaical Righteouſneſs, the greateſt and 
all. the beauty that is in the World, 
will never admit any - perſon to a 
fight of God without holineſs 3 and 
they that miſs that fight , miſs Happt- 
neſs. 

There are ſome captious and trifling 
objeCtions, which this blind and there- 
fore peeviſh and quarrelſome World 
make again(t holineſs; but I {hall not 
trouble you with them , they being 
clear and invincible arguments, that 
though they may have ſeen her ( in 
granſitu) in her humane drefle here 
below among men -( which is difad- 
vantageous to her, being nothing io 


glo- 
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glorious as that ſhe is cloth'd with and 
wears above with God and Angels) 
jet thatthey never view'd her with 
intellectual or believing eyes, nor e- 
ver had the happineſs of her ennobling 
heavenly and happyfying converſati- 
on, for then they would undoubted- 
ly be tranſported and rapt with her 
admirable and tranſcending Beauty, 
which would not only oblige and war- 
rant, but inſpire and enable them to 
cry out with the Pween of Sheba con- 
cerning the wiſdom and glory of $0- 
lomon, 1 Kings 10. 6, Ec. It was « 
true report , that I heard of thine A&s 
and of thy Wiſdome , howbeit 1 be- 
liev'd not the words, until Icame and 
mine ejes had ſeen 5 and behold, the 
half was not told me 3 thy Wiſdone 
and Proſperity exceedeth the fame 
which 1 heard : Happy are thy men! 
bappy be thy' ſervants! Bleſſed be the 
Lord thy God , who hath ſet thee on the 

Throne, &c. , 
I ſee it is now high rime to take n- 
to ourthoughts the third thing which 
I 


The Beauty of Holineſs. 


I promiſed to treat of and entextain 

ou a little with, which 4s , that thiy 
(nr thing , The beauty of boliweſq, 
becometh the Houſe of God, and that 
for ever. Here I have two things to 
do: 

1. To inform you what is meant by 
the Houſe of God. | 

2. That Holineſs becomes the Houle 
of God. 

I. For the Houſe 'of God. This 
Plalme having no title inthe Hebrew 
(though the Septuagizt and thenge 
the vulgar Latine give it one) Wecan 
ſpeak nothing but conjeCturally , astv 
the occalion , date or Author of it ; 
_ and 'tis ' better to ſay nothing , thay 
what is doubtful. Some would rajle 
this Houſe of God as high as Heaven, 
which is indeed called the Houle of 
God., Jobn 14. 2. andthe beauty of 
this Houſe is holineſs, Iſa. 57. 15-1 
dwell in the High and Holy Place; and 
yet this high and holy God is gract 
ouſly pleas'd to prefer rhe little low 
cottage, this country houſe,qf an hum- 


ble 
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ble and broken ' heart ;- before that 
Throne of his; indeed in this Text;,” * 
'tis but with he alſo , but 7/4. 56. 1. 
tis preter'd before it. 

Others as to the Letter refer it to 
the Tabernacle, the little Ambulato 
and moving Temple in theWilderneſs, 
and after 3 or to the Temple, the great 
and fixed Tabernacle at Jernſalew, 
which was famed for beauty, yea the 
beanty of bolineſs, by which Name 
tis often called : But as I remember, 
the Jews of Old and Latter Time do 
grant that this 1s one of the Pſalms, 
which relates and belongs to the Meſ- 
þab-Time , which our Divines do ge- 
nerally call the Goſpel-Time or Di- 
ſpenſation. And by this Houſe of 
God, is by moſt, if not all interpreters, 
meant and underſtood the People, or 
Servants, or Houſhold of God. Mxxz- 
fer and Clarizs (who often tranſcribes 
© Mnnſter word for word) expreſs it 
"| thus, Per Domurs ornatars &> perpetno 
perſtituram , imtellige fidelium Eccleſp- 


"|| a ; By this adorned Houſe which is 


to 


a8 The Beauty of Holineſs. 


ro endure for ever, they underſtand 
the Church of the Faithful. .Dofor 
M. Cauſabon intheſe words 3 holineſ 


actively , that is all manner of Teye- 
rence 1n outward performances and 
duties; but eſpecially an boly life and 
convefſation becometh. them , © that 
profeſs themſelves to be ſervants ty 
fo great and glorious a Majeſty. And 
the Apoſtles, both. St. Paul and St.Pe- 
ter ſpeak of the Houſe and Templedf 
God in theſe expreſſions, 1 Coer.3.16, 
17. Know ye not that ye are the Temple 
of God? The Temple of God is holy, 
which Temple ye are, 1 Pet.2.5. Te al- 
fo as lively y a are built up a ſpiri- 
ewal houſe; fo that the Houſe 1s the 
Honſhold or Family of God. 

2. Holineſs, all and all manner of 
holineſs becomesall and every one of 
the houſes of God: Tis their define 
and delight, their beauty and comli- 


neſs, as the word imports, andis {0 
render'd by both Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Interpreters. Holineſs of Doctrine 
and Worſhip, of heart and life, be- 

Comes 
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ll (as duty,fo happineſs) of man, be- 
ng oppoſed 'to'all thereft; 'which the 


Pe-Qiteſt of Man and Kings properly and 


16, 


eff fgnificantly calls Vawity ard vexuativer 


f ſpirit : ſo holineſs is the all of 
their beauty and' excellency in- dif 
tinction fromthe other'extertour or- 


«4-Ftaments. 
"| Irold you before, that other beans 


ty had many a great and big word at+ 
mibuted toirt; but we may allow them 
much more to be the Titlesof Honour 
belonging to this Beawty'of Holineſs : 


Kg This then is: the Glory , 'the Joy, the 
"BPraiſe, the Pxcellency, the Diadem, 


_ be- 


DIME 


the Crown, the Ornament, the Renowr:, : 
the PerfeFivn 'of Beauty. 'Doth nox 

the Holy Spirit, whoindited the Scrt:. 
pture tell us ſo ? and what: need we 


any 
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any further witneſs ? If. 'twere faid 
bur once by the Tnfallible Truth ,-yet 
it were as true, as if ſaid an hundred 
times over; and he that believes not 
one , would nat in likelihood believe 
ten or ten times ten quoted Scriptures, 
though backt with the concurriug 
Suffrages and Authorities of the Fa- 
thers and Expolitors, which the Holy 
Scripture needs not, and therefore] 
ſhall not urge them : Only to-indear 
the argument, and by that the thing, 
viz. Holineſs , 'tis worthy of a e+ 
mark, that the Pen-man of this Text 
utters it by way of admiration (0 
Lord!) which indeed ſpeaks the un- 
ſpeakableneſs of it : Oh how amiable! 
How lovely | How beautitul ! How be- 
coming 1s Holineſs! and how doth it 
become thine Houſe, 0 Lord ! There' 
want inthe words that are , and neet 
of more words than there are , to ex- 
preſs it according to its worth and 
pertetion. And foin the New Teſta- 
ment, we may obſerve St. Peter (peak: 
ing of it, with an admiration bop 

What 
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what he could utter, 2' Pet. 3. I. 
What manner of perſons ought ye to be, 
in all holy converſations and godlineſ- 
fer | tor To the reading is in the Origi- 
nal 'Greek : not only ſingle holineſs 
and godlineſs ,. bur plurality, holy 
converſations: and godlinefles 5 and 
that with an univerſality , all holy, 
&e, yea with admiration too ame, 
quemti-quales, What manner, &c, 
. Having thus diſpatcht theſe three 
things : | 

Firſt, The diſcovery of what Holi- 
neſs is , in its proper Notion and Na- 
ture. Secondly, Thaticis an abſolute 
-| 2nd incomparable beauty. Thirdly, 
That it becomes and is the chiefeſt or- 
nament of every Houſe of God, buth 
above and here below. I may come 
tothe Application in the language of 
St. Paul, Rom. 8.31. What ſhall we 
then ſay to theſe things? 


1. I ſay by way of Inference and In- 
-| formation, That, $ir doth not become, 
but is the diſgrace and reproach of the 

Houſe 
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Houſe of God. Our blefſled Lord-and 
Saviour had not: patience ( the Zeal 
of his Fathers Houle d1d fo pofleſs 
and cat him up) to behold the Tem- 
ple , the Houſe of Prayer and Holimeſs, 
to be turn'd into a Den of Thieves; 
he could not bear it , nor endure the 
ſight, AMatth. 21. 12, 13, When he 
found in the Temple thoſe that fold 
Oxen and Sheep, aud Daves, and the 
Changers of/Money fitting , he made 
a Scourge of {mall cords and drove 
them all out of the Temple , and 
ſai, Take theſe things hence, and 
make not my Fathers Houle, a Houſe 
of Merchandiſe. Certainly ſuch 
things, as lofty and ſcorning Pride, 
griping and ſordid Covetonſneſs,loath- 
lome Lukewarmneſs , un-manning 
Drunkenneſs , bea(tial; Uncleanneſs , 
e&c. are the ſputs, which diumnith 
and diſparage the beauty of the Houle 
of God, as Saint Peter tells us, 2 Pet. 


2. 13: 


It cannot be imagined that they 
who are enemics to holineſs , can be 
friends 


. 


vil calls his own, though'twere {wept 
and garnilht, Hatrth. 12, 434, lo 
hate holineſs, and to be in love with 
ſin, is by interpretation and true con- 
fuction, to be inlovewith Hell, amd 
to hate Heaven, or tobe in love with 
miſery, and to hatc happineſs. 

This is that which opens the 
mouths of Jews, Turks, and Indians, 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion 3 and,as 
by the Jews of Old, the Name of 
God and Chriit is evil ſpoken of by 
reaſon of thele, Rom.2. 23,24. who 
by their evil deeds give great occaſion 
tothe enemies of our beſt friend the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to blaſpheme his 
Name. The Chriftban Religion is 
Magnetical and attractive , "tiff ſo 
pleaſing anaſpect, and happyfying a 
Nature and Influence, that did but 

P the 
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the Profeſlors of it make their Profel- |: 
ſion good , I ſhould not doubt al. F: 
moſt, but that the lovely and loving 
holy Jeſus would quickly be the de- 
fire of and be embraced by all Nati- 
ons: whereas now,when they come a- 
mong Chriſtians, or Chriſtians go a- 
mong them, and they ſee the Vile- 
neſs, the Injuſtice,the Wantonneſs,and 
the almoſt all manner of wickedneſs 


that attends and adheres to many of Þ 
their converſations , they are apt, |, 


though illogically enough, to lay , this 
1s, or 15 this their Religion ? as they 
did of Jeruſalem of old , when her 
beauty was departed from her, Lam, 
1.6. and 2. 15. Is this the City, that 
mencall the perfetion of beauty , the 
joy of the whole Earth ? Thus they 
ewit ani taunt, clap their hands, hiſs, 
and wag their head , and abhor the 
excellency of Jacob and beauty of 
Iſracl. 

Andtruly if the Profeſlors of thisex- Þ; 
ceilent,lovely.beſt, and only ſaving Re- 
ligion , would butdothemfelves the 

right 
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 Hight to conſider of it, it were impoſ- 
" ible but they would bluſh and be a- 
hamed , that ever they fhould ſo 
much wrong Religion, by giving ſuch 
occalion to reflect ſuch undeſerved 
reproaches on her ; Alas, how wall 
they anſwer it to Gods-Depnty , their 
Conſcience ? and if not tothat , how 
to God & for if our hearts condemn 
us, God ts preater than our hearts, 
1n4 knoweth more by us, than we do 
by our felycs , and therefore may 
much more condemn us. - With what 
faces can ſuch perſons appear -before 
the Throne of God 3; either here 


""" Ivhen they pray, or hereafter when 


they muſt be judged ? I will fayto 
them , as Alexander is ſaid toſayto a 
ſuldier of his, and of his Name, Er- 
ther lay aſide thy Name , or fight bet- 
ter : Either be not Chriſtians in Name, 
ow be Chriſtians indeed for 1t they 
. have a Name to live, and yet be dead 
n fins and treſpaſles by living in them; 
they may die in their fins, and be 
damned for all their Name, He that 

P 2 made 
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made them will not ſave them, if they 
be not new-made and become new- 
men 3 fur tis not being a creature, but 


4 new creature , that entitles to and af: 
ſures of Salvation. Aganm, | 


2. Let me fay to every Houſe off 


God by \Way of dehortation, in St.Panl; 
words, v/iiich are of God, 2 Cor.6.14, 
&*c. Be ze not unequally yoaked with 
unbelievers ; for what fellowſhip hath 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs * 
and what communion hath light with 
darkneſs? and what concord hath Chriſi 
with Belial or what part bath he that 
believeth with in Infidel? and what a- 
greement hath the Temple of God with 
Tdols © For ye are the Temple of theliv- 
ing God , as God hath ſaid, 1 will dwel 
in them, andwalk in thtm, and I will 
be their God, and they ſhall be my peo- 
ple. bi bereſor: come cut frgm amont 
them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the 
Lord, and teuch not the anclean thing, 
and I will receive you, and will be a Fa: 
ther to you, and ye ſhall betty Sons and 
Daughters, ſaith the Lord lmighty. 
| Having 
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bes BHaving therefore theſe Promiſes, Dear - 
ly Beloved, Let us cleanſe our ſelves 
rome all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit , 
of. jerfeFing holineſs in the fear of God. 
| Bbo hath given us theſe exceeding 
 of;1eat and precious promiſes, that by 
"1 fibeſe you might be partakers of a divine 
\, ature , having eſcaped the corrupt i- 
Of, that is in the world through luſt , 
2 Pet. 1.4. And you may hear another 
Voice from Heaven, ſaying, Come out 
if her my people, that ye be not parta« 
if ters of her ſins, and that ye receive not 
47 fef her plagues , Revel. 18. 4. There- 
fore once more in St. Pauls expretit- 

3; þ $ons, 1 Cor. 10. 14, 15, &c." My dearly 
teloved, flee from Idelatry : I ſpeak 4s 
to wiſe men, judge ye what Tſay; for 
why ſhould we provoke the Lord to jea- 
luſie® are we ſtronger than he? V. 22. 
Of old , God would not permit his peo- 
Nile linſie-woolſte garments, mor to plow 
with an Oxe and an Aſs, nor to halt be. 
>" Fiween God and Baal. Methinks Prote- 
ſtants, if they remember the Name, 

” hould not incline tocommunion with 
_ F 3 Pa- 
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Papilts in their Idolatry, which was 
the ground of our ſeparation from 
them. | 

3. I would ſay this by way of cau. 
tion , Let no man counterteit and dil- 
ſemble a being holy : Sinmlata ſandi- 
1a eſt duplex iniquitas, to be an hy- 
pocrite, is to be but a rotten poſt, 
though double gilt 5 Tis to be not on- 
ly a ſinner, but one dicd in grain. Hy- 
pocrilie is a word taken from the 
Stage , as 1s well known, and 'tio re. 
ther a playing, than an atting of Reli. 
gion; "Tis perfonating without being 
a religious perſon: Tis an Art not an 
Act. And in Religion 'tis true what 
they ſay of faces, that painting doth 
not fo much advance beauty to the 
eye, as Cebaſe ittothe judgement; 
and that handſomneſs, which 1s only 
artificial, is real deformity. *Tis not 
what 1s ſervice in the eyes of men, or 
what 1s celebrated by then: tor beauti- 
ful, but what is fo inthe light of God; 
as the Apoſtle, Col,1. 22, 


ui. 


4+ This 


The Beanty of Holineſs. 59 


4. This by wayof Exhortation to 
the Houſe of God , be thenreally, zea- 
louſly, and eternally holy ; not for a 
day, as if ye put on no more but an 


- | boly-dayes face and fine clothe, but at 
-{ all times and in all things. Whatſoe- 
-{ ver ye do from the higheſt duty of 


Grace to the loweſt of Nature, whe- 
ther you eat or drink , buy or ſell, as 


- | well as whether you hear or pray, do 


all to the glory of God. Jeſus Chriſt 
hath given himſelf for us , that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purifie to himſelf a pecultar peo- 
ple, zealous of and in readineſsto e- 
very goed word and work , to walk 
worthy of him to all well-pleafing, and 
toſerve him inrighteouſneſs and hoh- 
neſs all the dayes of our life 3 to length 
of dayes , or tor ever, as 'tis 1n the 
Text 3 and that though the floods 
lift up their voice and waves , as 'tis 
a little before the Text, and te which 
it hath relation. We ſhould be ambi- 
tious to be as holy, as 4bſalomwas fair, 
and to have as glorious aName as the 

of + old 
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Old Temple had , which was the beau- 
ty of the whole Earth , and of which 
It is ſaid 5 That init every one ſpake of 
his clory, or as "tis in the Margine, e- 
very whit of it uttereth glory , viz.to 
God, whole due it 18. 

I do the rather urge this, becauſe 
the life of Religion lies in living in 
it, and I ſcarce know any thing more 
wanting thanan holy life 3 protecting, 
hearing, and praying there 1s great 
ſtore, but where is holineſs? alas,can 
we find it in our hearts to live by 
God, and not live to God! Do we 
love to hear of Chriſtians Dignities, 
and ſhall we not love to hear of Chri- 
{tian Duties? of Priviledges, and not 
of Performances ? of Conſolation and 
not of Converlation Doctrine? Can 
we lend our car to hear what God 
hath done for vs 7 an& ſhall we not 
give that the hearing which is to be 
done by us? Surcly our deſign i) being 
Chriſtians ſhould be like Gods . net only 
to ſave our ſelves, but to glorific him. 
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If you will pleate to lend mea lit- 
tle more of your patience, I will en- 
deavour to ſet this Exhortation home 
by ſome obliging arguments : 

1. The Lord of this Houſe, the 
Fater-familias, the Father of this Fa- 
mily ## holy 3 and as I have already 
made appear , 'tis his Name, his Work, 
his Will, his Image, his Nature , and 
Glory; therefore be ye alſo holy, 

2. Tour Profeſſzon is holy , and we 
ſhould not only make a good profeſſi- 
on, but make it good. The Houſe of 
God is as | may call it, an Holy Acade- 
my, where all are to be holy profeſ- ' 
ſors, as well as profeſlors of holineſs. 
Profethon 1s an engaging thing , as 
St. Paultells us, 1 T1m2.6.12. Fight the 
good fight of Faith, &*c. ſeeing theu 
haſt made a good Profeſſuon before many 
Witneſſes. | 

3. Tour Calling is boly, 2 Tim.1.9. 
He hath called us with an holy calling; 
and 1 Thefſ. 4.7. He hath called us, not 
to unoleanneſs , but to holineſs, We 
are indeed ſaved by Grace, but we 


are 
\ 
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are to kiow and find, that the Grace 
of God which bringing Salvation, hath 
appeared to all men , teacheth us to 
deny ungodlineſs and worldly lults ; 

and withal to live ſoberly, rightcoul- 
ly, and godlily in this preſent World; 
and {© to look (or elſe we lookin vain) 
for the bletſed hope and glorious ap- 
pearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : tor 
if we learn not Graces teaching , we 
{ball never enjoy Graces falv: tion. 
So that wt civarly appears, that hol- 
neſs ts the Clnſtians = 9, his Work 
and Imployment : He 1s out of his 
Calling and Eiemcne, when he 1snot 
converſant in hulinets. 

4. God hath provided an Houſe for 
you hereafter , as well as made you his 
Houle at preſent. Our Saviour alittle 
before his Aſcenſion comforted his 
Diſciples againſt all their troubles, 
with this , That in bis Fathers Houſe 
were many Manſions, and hewas going 
fo prepare aplaeforthem , John 14. 1, 
2. Yea,God hath prepared for them a 
' City, Heb.11+16. and St. Paul aſlures 
us 
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us upon his knowledge , 2Cor. 5.1, 
That if the earthly houſe of thisTaber. 
nacle were diſſolved, we have « build- 
ing of God yz an Houſe not made with 
hands , eternal in the Heavens : (0 
that we ſhall be no loſers but gain- 
ers by dying: and ſeeing our future 
houſe is holy, we who profeſs to 
be Gods Houſe here , ſhould be holy 
NOW . 

5. Tow ſindy what becomes your out» 
ward man , and its concerns , that not 
only your perſons but your houſes, 
and cloths, &&c. may all be neat and 
handſome ; and ſome had almoſt as 
lieve be out of their lives, as out of 
the faſhion. And ſhall Gods Houſe, 
ſhall your hcart and life be neglected, 
and leſt to diſorder and ſhameful in- 
decency ? Are ye for all beauty but 
that of holineſs 2 Shall every thin 
be adorned, but the Goſpel and Do» 
Grine of God our Saviour ? which is 
adorned by nothing but holineſs, which 
is not this or that particular grace, but 
a complication of all graces, every 


one 
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one link contributing to make it more 
glorious than a Chain of Gold about 
your Neck for ornament 3 as the Pro- 
verbs ſome-where (peak by alluſion. [ 
mayreaſonit and expoſtulate with you 
as the Prophet did tothem who {aid, 
the time was not come that the Lords 
Houſe ſhould be built, Hag. 1. 4. 1rit 
time for you to drel! in your cieled 
bouſes , and this houſe liewaſic : Oh 
repair the Houte of God. 

6. To pretend to holineſs and not to 
praFiſe it , is to be but irreligiouſly re- 
ligious , to have the Name of a Saint 
and to be « (inner. To ſay of ſuchor 
ſuch, that they are Saints, and not ho- 
ly, is aspreat a contradiCtion-and ab- 
ſurdity, as toſay, aiman is and is not 
at the ſame time. In Words to con- 
fels God, and in Works to deny him, 
is to difown their acknowledgement, 
to deny their Confeſiion , and to con- 
feſs their denial of God : ſuch an in- 
conſiſtency is an nnholy Saint, And on 
this account it was that St. Paul was ſo 
juſtly ſevere to ſinful profeſlors of ho- 


linels, 
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line {s, that he wrote to the Church of 
Corinth , not ty company with Formt- 
cators, yet not altogether with the 
Fornicators of this World, or withthe 
Covetous, or Extortioners, or Idola- 
ters, for then muſt they go ont of the 
World : but not to keep company, if 
any man that's called a Brother, bea 
Fornic.tor, or Covetuus, oran Ido- 
later, ora Railer, or a Drunkard, or 
an Extortioner, with ſuch an one, no 
not tocat, 1Cor.5. 9,10,11. Let not 
juch things be once named among 
you , as becometh Saints, Fph.5.3. 
Let not any of theſe be your Name, for 
if you be named or called Drunkards, 
or Unclean, though Chriſtians, &#c. 
IVhen the Drunkard and the Unclean 
goes to hell, what will become of the 
Chriſtian 5 The lin will be of more 
force to damn, than the Name will be 
to ſave; For, Know ye not, that the 
unrighteows ſhall not inherit the King- 
dome of God? be not deceived, neither 
Formicators , nor Idolaters , Ec. (lo 
living and ſo dying without repent- 

ance) 
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ance) ſhall inherit the Kingdome of 
God, 1 Cor.6.y.,10. And the ſame A- 
poltle with the like zcal and fervency 
aſſerts it, and vehemently urgeth it 
again, Eph.5.5, 6. For this ye know, 
that no Whoremonger.nor unclean per- 
ſen, nor covetows man who is an Idol - 
ter, hath any inheritance in the King- 
dome of Chriſt and of Ged. Let no man 
deccive you with vainwords (as if you 
might be ſaved notwithſtanding your 
being ſuch) for becauſe of theſe things 
cometh the wrath ef God on the chil- 
dren of diſobedience , though they 
may by men be called the children of 
God : Be not ye therefore partakers 
with then. 

7. I pray conſider this alſ@ , That 
though you may own your ſelves, yet 
if you be not holy . God will not own 
you for his houſe : He delights indeed 
in the habitable parts of the karth, 
but which are they ? not the Temples 
made with hands , as St. Paul, AGs 17. 
24. but the humble, the broken, the 


pure in heart , as was hinted before : 
and 
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and 'tis expreſly ſaid in that Pſalme 
which ſpeaks of Chriſt Jeſus, viz. 16. 
That his goodneſs extendeth to the 
Saints,which are upon the Earth,aud to 
the excellent, inwhom is all his delight. 
Theſe you ſee are the habitable parts of 
the Earth, the houſes in which he 
delights to dwell. But if the houſe 
of God be defiled, he will torſake it 
asthe Temple of old, 1 Cor 3.13. if 
any mun defile or deſtroy the Temple of 
God , him ſhall God deſtroy , for the 
Temple of God 3s holy 5, let no man de- 
ceive himſelf, &c. Communion with 
God gs our Heaven upon Earth, thc only 
thing that makes it worth our while ts 
live. But what communicn hath God 
with Belial? If any man ſay that he 
hath fellowſhip with him, and walks in 
darkneſs, helieth 5, but if we walk in 
thelight as he is inthe light, then have 
we fellowſhip one with another, t John 
1.6. As the Devil is diſpolleſt when 
perſons are converted to the faith, the 
litrong man is caſt out , and ſuch per- 
ſors are delivered from the power of 

Satan 
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Satan unto God 3 10 when profeſling 
perſons do wickedly, eſpecially if they 
apoſtatize from Faith and Holineſs, 


God is turn'd out of the houſe which 
was called his , and will not be an in- 
mate, nor lodge, or ſojourn in an 
huuſc that is ſo polluted with lepro- 
ſie, and admits the Devil to re-pofleſ- 
ſton. 

8, Holineſs is an endued Beawty, 
The loverszand admirers of this corpo- 
real and ſuperficial takingneſs, do oft- 
ner woc than wed un-enducd Beauty; 
for their eye and tongue delight, they 
will complement it, and extract the 
eſlenſcs of wit to give it Elogies even 
to adoration : but as Solomon ſaith of 
Wildome, ſo they of Beauty , "ts 
oood with an inheritance, The poor 
wiſe man was ſo happy , as by lus 
wiſdom to deliver the City, but ſo 
unhappy as not be regarded, 'by reas 


ſon ot his poverty, Eccl. 9, 15, But 
the Beauty of Holineſs cannot want 
regard , nor go un-eſpouſed on this 
account, for the beſt, the greatelt and 
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incorruptible inheritance is hers. Hea- 
ven its ſelf is called the inheritance 
of the Saints or holy-ones , Col. 1. 12. 
and this inheritance is ſhared among 
them that are ſanCtifed,and none elſe, 
AGs 26. 18. And this inheritance 1s 
both Light and Life , Kingdome and 
Crown of Glory, which fadeth not a- 
way 5 and therefore methinks the 
great and generous Gallants of this 
World , as they love to be called, 
ſhould be in love with and all ina- 
mour'd of Holineſs, ſeeing Beauty and 
Glory, Honour and Riches meet and 
center in her, as much and well as they 
are annexed to her, 

9. To gather and cloſe up many 
things together , Holineſs is the end 
of all that God , the Father, Son, and 
Spirit have done and will do for us 
from fiſt to laſt ; as alſo of ail the 
means enjoynd to, Priviledges cons 
fer'd on , Graces wrought i», Dutics 
to be done by us, Atitions and Tri- 
als wherewith we are exercis'd : *Tis 
the end the Father hath in FleGing , 

Q Eph. 
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Eph. 1.4. He hath choſeu us in him, 
viz. Chriſt , before the foundation of 
the World, that we ſhould be holy and 
without blame betore him 1a love. As 
of the Fathers Election, ſo 1s it the end 
of the Sons Redemption of us, Eph. 
5.25,2*, He loved th: Church,and gave 
himſelf for it , that he might ſanctifte 
and cl-anſe it : and fo again Tits 2. 
t4. He gave himſelf for us , that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purific »»to himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealons of good works. The Ofhce and 
Work of the Spirit is to ſanctihe; and 
he is caſled holy , not only as being ſo 
in himſelf, but for making us ſo by 
his etticient power, 2 Thefſ.2.13. God 
hath choſen you to ſalvation, not on- 
Iy through belief of the truth, but 
ſandifi ation of the Spirit, 1 Pet.1. 
2. Elect according to foreknowledge, 
through. ſan@ification of the Spirit, 
1 Cor. 6. 1. Such were ſome of you, 
but ye are ſanGified,ec. by the Spi- 
rit of our God- Tis the end of all Or- 
dinances and means , and we ſhould 
nor 
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not take up with the means without. 
the end. What is preaching for , but 
to bring men into , and to build them 
up in holineſs? Eph. 4. 11,12,13. Tis 
the end of all Dignities and Priviled- 
ges, of which the Promiſes are prin- 
cipal z *and why are they given us, but 
(as was ſaid above) that we might 
perfeCt holineſs, and partake of a Di- 
vine Nature? Why is the great Title of 
the Sons and Children of God be- 
ſtow'd upon us ? but that we ſhould 
be followers of, and like to God our 
Father, as dear Children. 'Tis the end 
of allgraces wrought in and exercis'd 
by us 3 of faith, Ads 15.9. Purify+ 
ing their hearts by faith; and As 26. 
18. them that are ſand#ified by faith. 
So of hope , 1 John 3.3. Andevery man 
that hath this hope in him, parifies 
himſelf, as he is pure. So of know- 
ledee, 1 Juhn 2.4. He that ſaith, I 
hnow him , and keepeth not his Com- 
mandments , is aliar, andithetruth is 
ot in him : He hath not learned the 
truth as 'tis in Jeſus, and therefore 

Q 2 his 
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his knowledge is but a form of know- 
ledge , Rom. 2. 20. and knowledge 
falſly ſo calted, 1 Tim.6. 20, 'Tisthe 
cnd and effect of love alſo, 1 Jobn 5.3. 
For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his Commandments , and they are not 
grievoms. Commands from God who 
loves us, and to us who love him,cannot 
be grievous ; it they are fo , *tis for 
want of Jove in us ; for our Saviour 
tells us ,. it we love him we will, and 
they are the lovers and friends of him, 
who do keep his Commandments. 
"[is the end of that great duty of 
Trayer 5 why or what do we pray for ? 
but that we may be holy, and do his 
will on Earth, as 'tis done in heaven. 
Surely what the Apoſtle prays for in 
relation to the Theſſalonians , 1 Ep.5. 
23. ſhould be every ones prayer for 
themſelves, that they may be ſancti- 
fied throughout and wholly; and to 
walk worthy of God to all well-plea- 
ſing, Co!. 1.10. Tis theend of all 
afud ions, Chaſtenings , and Trials, 
thut we mizht come out of them like 
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Gold purified , 1 Pet. 1. 7. that the 
fruit may be the taking away of fin, 
Iſa. 27. 9. and for our profit , which 
1s in this, - that we might be partakers 
of his holineſs, Feb.12.10. Yea; tis 
the end of all mercies and deliverances, 
Luke 1. 74, 75. that being deliver'd 
out of the hands of vur enemics , we 
might ſerve him 1 righteouſneſs and 
and true holineſs, without tear , all 
the dayes of our lite. Yet again, and 
ſo I conclude, *Tis the preparation 
for, and our glory ta Heavenits ſelf : 
'Tis our preparation for the ſight of 
God 5 for without Holincſs, no Man, 
how Wile and Learned, Rich and 
Honourable , Fair and Beautiful ſoe- 
ver he be, ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 
12. and when we do ſec him, more 
Holineſs will be the effeat of that 
light, 1 John 3. 2. when he doth ap- 
pear we (hall be like him, for we ſhall 
ſee him as he is; and this is called Glo- 
ry, Col. 3. 4. When Chriſt our Life 
ſhall appear , we thall appear with 
him in Glory 3 and 'tis for the very 


thing; 
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thing , viz. being. holy , that the 


Church is called Gloriow , Ephef. 
5.27. | 


 Wellthen, Theſe things being fo , 

I intreat you to conſider of what hath 
been ſaid , and beſeech God to give 
you Underſtanding in all things 3 that 
you may ſo Know , as to Believe ; ſo 
Believe, as to Love 3 ſo Love, as to 
Practiſe 5 ſo PraCtiſe , as to Perfect 
Holineſs , and be Eternally faved : 
and then I know, that you will re- 
joyce and fing the New Song , even 
Praiſe to God, and joyn with them 
that ſay , Holy, Holy, Hely 5 and con- 
clude with my Text, that Holineſs 
becomes thine Houſe, O Lord, for ever. 


Let all the People ſay, Amen ; 
And, as the Arabick, adds, 
Allelnjah. 
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